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1. THE SPIRITUAL BATTLE AGAINST THE CHURCH:
DANGER AHEAD
 
When they first start their work, you usually would not know they are there.  But, the Holy Spirit is grieved, and you know that something is happening that offends Him and hinders the work of God.  Things are no longer as they once were, and it is hard to get people excited about worship or serving the Lord.  It could be that sin has redirected the attention of the people away from God, or, it may be something more disastrous that will destroy your church and possibly even your ministry. 
 
If you are a pastor who is enrolled in this course, and find that you have never had any problems with the devil using people in your church, you probably need to reevaluate your ministry.  If your ministry is not being attacked by the devil, then the devil sees your ministry as being of no danger to him.  God uses people--like you--to carry out His work.  The devil uses people, also, and places them right in the middle of ministries which he wants to stop.
 
We don't often hear of this word, "apostate."  Many people want to be thought of as "an apostle," but no one wants to be considered "an apostate."  Actually, the two words have little in common, and there are far more apostates than there are apostles.  They have gone undetected and quite effectively doing the work of the devil for a very long time in some places. 
How does a person end up being an apostate?  They didn't start out that way.  Judas, as a primary example, didn't start out as an apostate.  There were factors which gradually led to him falling away from the Lord, and eventually being possessed by the devil.
 
What is the first step ?  The second ?  The third ?  If we can identify common steps which lead to pulling away from the Lord we can more accurately determine who is an apostate and how we can effectively overcome their efforts to destroy the work of God.
 
Judas counted himself to be higher in rank than others.  He was given more responsibility (being allowed to be the treasurer of the disciples) but that did not make him higher in authority, or closer to the Lord than the others.  He criticized other people, a trait which some say indicated that he needed to make himself appear more important than he was.
 
He began stealing from people.  He felt that he was under a different set of rules whereby he could make up his own standards as he went along.  He didn't have to conform to others.  He quit working as a team player and started to establish his own religion which he felt that God would somehow not notice or care about.
 
Judas had to start somewhere.  He probably did not start off as someone with a huge influence over others.  His ability to deceive people led him to have greater influence throughout the 3 years he spent with Jesus.   Through his cunning and seductive way he soon became a successful thief.  He deceived his fellow disciples as well as others.  John 12:6 This he said not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.
 
Judas was a disciple.  That means that he heard the many things that Jesus said over and over again.  He may have memorized the things which Jesus said, yet they did not change his heart.  He was in rebellion soon after becoming a disciple.  He didn't take Jesus seriously.  Matthew 26:23-25 and He answered and said he that dip with his hand with Me in the dish the same shall betray Me.  The Son of Man goeth as it was written of Him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It had been good for that man if he had not been born.  Then Judas, which betrayed Him, answered and said, Master is it I?  He said unto him, thou hast said.
 
Judas waited for opportunities to hurt the Lord and the other disciples.  This was not something that he sought to do every minute of every day.  This was probably not an activity he consciously planned to do at the very beginning.  Matthew 26:14-16, then one of the 12, called Judas Iscariot went unto the chief priests, and said unto them, what will you give me and I will deliver Him unto you?  And they covenanted with him for 30 pieces of silver.  And from that time he sought an opportunity to betray Him.
 
He knew Jesus well enough to know what Jesus would do under certain conditions.  Judas had a good familiarity with what the Lord would do.  But he refused to make Jesus the Lord of his life.  He rejected the Lordship of Christ.  John 18:2And Judas also, which betrayed Him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples.
 
Judas never asked for forgiveness nor repented to God.  Matthew 27:3  Then Judas, which had betrayed Him, when he saw that He was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,
 
1. He opened himself up for demon possession (even though he evidently wasn't possessed at the beginning).  
2.  He rejected all that Jesus said about why He came and what He had to do (Judas did not like God's plan so he created one of his own).
 

As Judas was when Jesus walked on the earth, one of the scourges of the latter days is the apostate.  He may be found in any country, in any church, and is one of the deadliest menaces threatening the work of the Lord Jesus in these latter days.
 
Apostate characteristics make them difficult to detect at first, since in many cases, they insist that they are true believers in Jesus Christ and say they use Scriptures to base their beliefs.  He may even be a pastor, a deacon, a missionary, or a seminary professor or a Sunday school teacher.  Satan assigns the work of an apostate to willing people in every field of endeavor within the church.  This makes it very difficult for those who are weak and those who are not familiar with Scripture dealing with apostates to recognize who these people really are.
 

SEEKING THE LORD IS THE ONLY 100% SOLUTION
 

By God's amazing grace, He has provided for all the needs of His Bride, the Church.  His love for her is beyond question, and He desires to see her pure, holy, and defeating all sin.  "...a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish."-- Ephesians 5:27
 
The Bible is an exciting expression of God's great love for those He made in His own image. Especially powerful is the Bible's description of His love for His Bride, (made up of all the redeemed of the earth). Should any harm threaten her, the Lord Jesus stands ready to provide her with all the powerful resources of the Almighty God so that the danger can be overcome.
 
Since before the Fall of Adam there has been an obvious enemy of mankind. Whether a person was born again, or lost in sin, the devil has been against them because they were simply made in the image of the One that Lucifer hates so much. But Satan's wrath is focused even more directly upon the Church than any other entity on earth. If he can ruin her daily testimony, disgrace her belief in the power of the Holy Spirit, and stain her garments with sins, he can boast somewhat of a victory (however temporary it might be) against God.
 
Through His Divine love for the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ has made provision for our protection and knowledge in dealing with apostates. It is my humble observation that the information contained in this book (which is derived from the Bible and illustrated by experience) is either little known or, perhaps, unstudied by the majority of Christian pastors around the world. Owing to this omission by church leadership, it is quite natural that many church members are unfamiliar with dealing with deceptive and malicious people, and are easily deceived.
 
There is a significant amount of Scriptural material to help us - pastors and church leaders - understand who an apostate is, and what he does.  I have included personal experiences, and examples of apostates which have come to my attention.  These are supplied to help you understand how the Biblical descriptions are timeless and very important for us today.
 
This study, if correctly applied, can help to preserve a church and keep it on track with God's plans.  However, if the information contained in this study is applied by our mere human emotions rather than by the Spirit of God, it could result in many people being unnecessarily hurt and the local church being destroyed.  Careful attention should be given to what the Bible says about apostates, and then we must commit those things to what we are seeing as the Holy Spirit gives discernment.  
 
There have been countless churches which have been shut down, emptied, or made useless because of apostates.  Pastors of these dead churches usually do not even realize what happened to them.  It cannot be emphasized strongly enough that apostates have been successful destroying the work of God in many places because they were not recognized and defeated in time.  Our study becomes even more crucial when we consider that the Bible warns that apostasy will become a much stronger force against churches in the Last Days.  
 
In other cases, apostates have put on the robes of the prophets and have become pastors who are totally opposed to the full truth of God's Word, and lead hundreds, even hundreds of thousands of people away from a proper focus upon the Lord Jesus. 
 
If you are not willing to take a stand against the enemies of God, this study will be useless to you.  There is always a price to pay in battle.  But, we are called to "...earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints."Jude 1:3.  Leaders within the Church must be sure of their commitment to the Lord, because the battle is already raging.  
 
 
DID WE LISTEN TO THE LORD WARNING THE CHURCH ?
 
JESUS WARNED THE CHURCH
Jesus spent significant time and teaching efforts attempting to prepare the disciples for the battles which would be raging after Pentecost.  Apostates would surely find their way into the Church early on.  Jesus wanted His followers to be spared from the anguish involved in dealing with apostates who would leech onto the life blood of the Church, and try to drain her energy and destroy her focus.
 
Why would Jesus warn His disciples about the characteristics of certain people, if he did not want His disciples to know about and deal with them ?
  
In fact, He even warns them how easy it would be for apostates to blend in, and actually become involved in the work of the Church, deceiving many into believing that they were true followers of the Lord Jesus.  
 
Many will say unto Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy Name ?  and in Thy Name have cast out devils ? and in Thy Name done many wonderful works ?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.Matthew 7:22,23
 
 
PAUL WARNED THE CHURCH
In addressing the elders of Ephesus, he makes plain the inevitable attack by Satan upon the unity and purpose Christ gave the Church.  He identifies the character of attack from the devil.  It would come as a wolf stalks a flock of sheep.
 
For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.Acts 20:29-30.
 
Paul leaves no doubt in the minds of the elders that the attack will come.  Paul's experience, and knowledge gained from the Holy Spirit implored his audience to prepare to take action !  Throughout the Word, God gives us a detailed identification of this type of enemy.
 
It is important to understand that no one of these Biblically revealed characteristics (or even a couple of them) should automatically place any person into an apostate category.  The individual must meet the definition requirements, the pattern requirements, and the character/action requirements before we may seriously count the outward evidences as proof that a person is an apostate.
 
Note that Jude and Peter give more than just a couple basic characteristics.
 
 
 

ALL APOSTATES SERVE THE DEVIL'S PURPOSE
 
The devil proposes to infiltrate the Church by using apostates, and has been widely successful in doing it. These people pose as Christians, but cause division, depression, demoralizing, strife, and public embarrassment to the Bride. Usually the apostate is unaware that he is actually carrying out a mission from Hell. He appears to be sincere, desiring to carry out what he considers a good and moral purpose. He (or she) may be extremely emotional, or disarmingly quiet, leading some observers to conclude that the apostate's sincerity should be valued highly. 
 
Apostates come on the scene usually very excited about serving God. The devil knows that most pastors are hungry to find people who want to serve the Lord.  They might first appear to be anxious to know the Bible better, but after a short time of careful observation, a discerning Christian can see that all their accumulated “Bible knowledge” is being put into a bag with no bottom. For all the note-taking they sometimes do, with the Christian books they claim to have read, accompanied by the endless hours of talking about religious subjects, they always gravitate back to their task of influencing others in the church to do wrong.
 
The Laodicean Church was condemned by our Lord for being less spiritual and more materialistic than any of the other Church Ages. (Letter to Laodicea, Revelation 3:14-22).   We can see our own time in history fitting the Revelation Chapter 3 description easily. One of the signs that reveals the lack of spiritual power in today's churches is the inability to detect danger when it is obviously there. Apostates abound in our time, and they have been highly successful in destroying the spiritual life in many churches.  But, they remain largely undetected.
 
Some television and radio preachers embrace doctrines which they stood against just a few short years ago, just to gain the financial support of another "**market group."
2 Peter 2:3  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
 
**market group.  A way that the world categorizes similar people into target groups so they can customize their approach to each individual group.  For an example, a church may categorize one group to be wealthy 40-60 year old people, and another group may be people with very little Bible knowledge that can be easily influenced.
 
Where possible, an apostate will use a threat against church finances to influence the pastor.  They may be heavy contributors who let the pastor know about their large contributions to the church.  By this, they expect the pastor of avoid any preaching which might offend them.  When they brag about their contributions to other members it is designed to get attention away from their critical spirit or other sins toward focus upon the "good" they do.  This leads to a general acceptance of some sins, and breaks fellowship with the Lord.  (Psalms 66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:).  As a result, prayers are not answered, and the power of church becomes muted.  
 
Apostates often attempt to apply financial pressure upon pastors.  Pastors in the pulpits will sometimes back away from certain areas of Bible preaching for fear of offending a major contributor to their ministries. Apostates know this, and will let their contributions to the church be a means of gaining the appreciation of the pastor and others in the church.    
 
 
The English definition of the word 'apostasy' seems to lessen the seriousness of the act.  The following are some English definitions of the word, apostasy.  They do not represent the more intense definition which is found for the Biblical Greek definition, however, and should not be used as a substitute for the Greek.
apos-ta-sy
 
1 : a renunciation of a religious faith : 
2 : abandonment of a previous loyalty : DEFECTION
 
ORIGIN OF APOSTASY:
Middle English, apostasie, 
Late Latin, from apostastia
Greek, literally, to revolt, from aphithasthai, 
 
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/apostasy


apos-tate
 
1 : a person who commits the act of apostasy,
a person who renounces, abandons, or revolts 
against a previously held belief or loyalty.
   
apostasy (əˈpɒstəsɪ) n, pl-sies1. abandonment of one's religious faith, party, a cause, etc[C14: from Church Latin apostasia, from Greek apostasis desertion, from apostanai to stand apart from, desert]
Collins English Dictionary – Complete and Unabridged © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003

a•pos•ta•sy (əˈpɒs tə si) 

n., pl. -sies. renunciation or abandonment of one's religious faith or of an object of one's previous loyalty. [1350–1400; Middle English (< Anglo-French) < Late Latin apostasia< Greek: a standing away, withdrawing] 
Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, © 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. 


apostasy.  relinquishing of a religious belief. — apostate, n., adj.See also: Religion
-Ologies & -Isms. Copyright 2008 The Gale Group, Inc. All rights reserved.


apostasy - Abandonment or renunciation of one's religion or morals.  

 Farlex Trivia Dictionary. © 2012 Farlex, Inc. All rights reserved

THE JUDAS PROOF
 
Judas Iscariot followed the typical pattern of apostates.  We need to understand his downfall and the gradual deterioration of his conscience.
(1). Apparent Conversion, or interest in the things of God.   
(Same as the Seed sown upon stony ground, or among 
thorns.  Mark 4:16-19).
(2). Apparent dedication of Christ.
Was a part of leadership, and held a position. 
(As treasurer:  John 12:6).
(3). Was physically closer to the Lord than most people.
(He went where Jesus went, except for the special 
occasion when only Peter, James, and John were 
invited).
(4). Sought to establish himself as the champion of 
righteous causes. 
(John 12:4-6).
(5). Gained the confidence of others.  
(No one at the Last Supper suspected that he was the 
betrayer.  John 13:21-25).
 
 
BUYING INFLUENCE
Sexual predators commonly will go to the extreme to be nice to certain potential victims.  They will give them money, gifts, promise them things of value, etc., in an effort to win their intended victim’s trust.  This is common in spiritual predators, as well.
 
Early on, what appears as kindness and Christian love is accepted by almost everyone.  Most Christians are not quick to notice a person's motives, only their actions.  However a distinct spiritual uneasiness can be detected by those with true spiritual discernment.  They see the good works, thank God for them, but still remain uneasy.  This may well be the first warning of trouble ahead.
 

Apostates will often try to ‘buy’ friendships, doing favors for people, providing gifts, and promising wonderful things for their intended victims.  A typical scenario, however, finds apostates focusing their attention on relatively new people in a church, or people that they consider to be vulnerable and weak.  A serious challenge to the apostate is to befriend a church leader, or even the pastor through doing nice things for them.
 
(6). Confronted his alleged enemy (Jesus) with the support of others (priests, scribes). 
(The betrayal.  He came with violent men and Temple guards).
(7). Became possessed by the devil.  
(At the Last Supper, the devil entered into him.  Luke 22:3).
(8). Was sorrowful over what he had done. 
(But, only in a worldly way.  "Repented himself," i.e., not getting right with God, butmerely sorrowful for doing what he knew was wrong.  Matthew 27:3, 2 Corinthians 7:10)
(9). Received his just reward.  (Hung himself, Matthew 27:5).
 
Emotions and assumptions drove the other disciples to accept Judas as a true comrade of the cause of Christ.  These same factors will mislead church leaders today, even though such a deadly error could be avoided.
 
 
CAN WE KNOW WITH CERTAINTY WHO IS AN APOSTATE ?
There is a definite need for Biblical understanding in this warfare.  First, we must know the Biblical characteristics of what the enemy looks like, and how he behaves, etc.  Secondly, we must be careful to rely upon the Spirit of God to guide and confirm what we think  we see.  We must always act upon facts and not mere human emotion.
 
This balance between knowledge of the Word and yieldedness to the Spirit of God is necessary, because it affects our ability to accurately evaluate what we see.  Without the wisdom of God's Spirit, we might interpret situations incorrectly, or overlook things we should have spied.  Through the Holy Spirit, we might see things that we might not otherwise see.  True yieldedness also invites the Holy Spirit to help us understand better what we see. 
 
Among men, Judas was completely successful in disguising his lack of heart commitment.  Everyone assumed that he was thoroughly yielded to the cause, except the Lord, Who knew from the beginning.  We must question whether the Lord would have revealed Judas's true motives and conditions to a disciple IF  ANY HAD ASKED.
 
The issue is that the Lord KNEW, and they didn't.  If this scenario is updated, and we understand how humanly limited we are, isn't it reasonable to ask God for information about infiltrators, since He KNOWS who they are ?
 
  
DESTRUCTION LEFT BEHIND
 
What the behavior of apostates can do to dedicated Christians.
Christians have enough daily struggles battling against the world.  But, the apostate adds another dimension to their struggles.  The apostate can cause the true Christian to become discouraged, even depressed.  The apostate's tireless attempts to bring division and dissension, results in many formerly dedicated Christians to simply find it easier to stay at home rather than come to church.  
 
It is no longer uncommon for church members to be completely at peace with themselves on Sunday morning while they watch a religious program on TV because the trip to church would involve confronting some new false rumor, or ducking rain drops and getting dressed in more suitable clothing. They have no guilt or feelings of failure when they disregard the clear commands of God.  (Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.).   Apostates eventually can create an atmosphere within the church that make it very uncomfortable for Christians to attend.  So, some members begin to do a more convenient and less confrontational thing to do--they stay at home.
 
Apostates may be financial contributors who let the pastor know about their large contributions to the church.  By this, they expect the pastor to avoid any preaching which might offend them.  Bragging about their contributions to other members causes some to think that the apostate's sins are not so bad after all.  This leads to a general acceptance of some sins, and breaks fellowship with the Lord.  (Psalms 66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:).  As a result, prayers are not answered, and the power of the church becomes muted.  
 
As previously noted, apostates often attempt to apply financial pressure upon pastors.  If a pastor resists the pressure, and follows the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he will preach what God says.  This can result in financial problems when the apostate and possibly some of his supporters withdraw their contributions.  A pastor must be ready to continue in his calling faithfully, and seek the Lord's help to keep the ministry active.    
 
Some pastors in the pulpits will sometimes back away from certain areas of Bible preaching for fear of offending a major contributor to their ministries. Apostates know this will affect the spiritual condition of the church, hinder prayers from being answered, and result in the Holy Spirit being grieved.
  
 
THE EFFECT ON AVERAGE CHURCH MEMBERS
 
Christians have enough daily struggles battling against the world.  But, the apostate adds another dimension to their struggles.  The apostate can cause the true Christian to become discouraged, even depressed.  The apostate's tireless attempts to bring division and dissension, results in many formerly dedicated Christians to simply find it easier to stay at home rather than come to church.  
  
When they decide to find another church to attend, they will seek a place to attend that will make them happy.  In some cases, that means staying in the comfort of their own homes.  (Compare to a church where the Word is preached without compromise, and conviction by the Spirit results).  These church members fail to arrive at the Bible-believing church so they can attend the First Church of Entertainment because everyone there seems to "have the Spirit," or they fall down on the floor more often.  
 
The causes of these behaviors could be a general laziness, but it is sometimes the result of an emotional reaction to apostates in the church.  Many once-faithful Christians have become useless for the Kingdom of God.  Some have become frustrated with the backbiting, rumors, and bad attitudes which are generated by apostates. These, and many other problems facing churches today increasingly come directly or indirectly from the evil working of apostates within the Church.
  
The Bible calls this problem "apostasy." It is translated by various authorities as “the falling away,” “the rebellion,” and, “the departure.” Throughout Greek literature, the word “αποστασία” apostasia, is commonly used to describe a political or military defector. It would most certainly apply to millions of people who have attended church meetings or evangelistic services at one time in their lives, heard the Gospel, claimed to have been saved, and then turned against the very faith to which they committed themselves.   However, apostates distinguish themselves from people who simply have minor disagreements with some policy or non-fundamental doctrine in the church, by continuing in an effort to attack the church.
 
  
CAUTIOUSLY IDENTIFYING APOSTATES
 
Apostates are often not detected because...  
(1).  ...they do not see themselves as apostates but born again Christians.
(2).  ...the evil spirit which helps empower apostates does not want to be detected.
(3).  ...most pastors have not acquainted themselves with what the Bible teaches on this subject, and therefore nothing is done to halt the damage.
—Before detection, if an apostate had been given any position of teaching, there will be clear indications of a problem with some of the materials he will be teaching.  Look for a lack of Biblical focus on soul-winning.  Look for a skewed priority system, where it is clear that the apostate teacher does not have things in their own lives in the proper order.  The teacher may use one verse, and then elaborate on a favorite subject which is from another book.  This is especially noticeable if the teaching is very little teaching from the Bible, but instead, a lot of teaching from other books and resources.  It is common for an apostate to get his or her class sidetracked onto other studies, using a Bible verse as a springboard to the other subjects.
 
—A pastor who suspects a problem would do well to monitor the “Christian service” of this person.  The apostate almost always agrees that some position  in the church will be done according to the guidelines or recommendations of the pastor or elders.  However, they will almost always move away from those things quickly and onto the over-all agenda of the apostate.  It is similar to the renegade son Jesus spoke of in Matthew 21:28-30.
 
But what think ye ? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard.  He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.  And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.  
 
The agreement to go and do exactly what they promised to do is rarely performed, and when it is, it is only done for a short period of time, quickly being replaced by the self-interests of the apostate.
 
Good News: Apostates Can Be Discovered (But, you have to be listening).
 
Most apostates actually turn against the Lord's work while they are still attending church, and often while still holding a service position within the church. When viewed from a shallow and unspiritual perspective, an apostate still appears to be a Christian.  In fact, most apostates insist that they have faith in Jesus Christ.  They will deny doing or saying anything which could hurt the ministry. However, spiritually discerning Christians will sooner or later notice something alarming about his conversation, attitude, and sense of purpose. 
 
There will be a sharp contrast between his words and the results of his actions. Usually confronted with increased problems in the church, the Spirit-led pastor will begin looking for the source and solution to the problems.  This is not the time to try and appear falsely spiritual by saying, "Oh, it is just the devil," and then do nothing.  The devil uses PEOPLE.   It is vital to seek which people he is using.  
 
 
The Bible's teaching on the subject of apostasy is very specific. Because of it's detailed descriptions, you may find more people fitting into the category of apostates than you first suspected. Indeed, many churches would be Spirit-led powerhouses to blow revival fires through the world if it was not for the unrecognized apostates in influential positions.
 
 

 
RECOGNIZING THEM BY DEFINITION:  
THE BIBLICAL DEFINITION OF APOSTASY 
 
Our study would be meaningless without a clear Biblical statement as to what apostates actually are, and what they do. The Lord has been gracious in supplying a wealth of information in His Word.  Our definition study of these people is derived from two sources:
 
1. The words which the Holy Spirit breathed into our Bible which give typical characteristics of these adversaries, and;
 
2. God's Word names some apostates, and tells us their activities.
 
 
KNOW THE GREEK DEFINITION
 
The Greek Word Used:
The Greek word used to classify them is employed in both the Septuagint (Greek Version of the Old Testament) and the New Testament. The Greek word (Strong's #646 αποστασια apostasia ap-os-tas-ee’-ah) = the English word 'apostasy.'
  
The Greek Lexicons give the definition of the word.
Joseph Henry Thayer (Author of a Greek lexicon)  defines this word as, “a falling away, a defection, apostasy.”*
The Liddell and Scott Lexicon describes the seriousness of their actions even more clearly when they state, “a defection, revolt.”*  It has been used to describe a soldier who leaves his own countrymen, and defects to another army which he once fought against.
 
 
The King James Translation:  There are several areas in Scripture where apostasy is noted.  Sometimes it was translated into one English word and other times it was translated to another.  However, the action of apostasy is usually quite clear despite the word which the English translators used.  
 
 
 
WHY MUST WE UNDERSTAND THE TRUE DEFINITION OF APOSTASY TODAY ?
 
IT IS DESCRIBED AS THE FALLING AWAY.  APOSTASY IS PREDICTED TO BE A GENERAL CONDITION OF THE CHURCH IN THE LAST DAYS.  That is for us.  2 Thessalonians 2:3 (KJV translates it “falling away,” but it is more accurately translated, “the falling away”).
 
 
IT IS TRANSLATED AS A FORSAKING OF THE LAWS WHICH GOD GAVE TO MOSES.  Acts 21:21 (The KJV translates it “. . .forsake. . .” “And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses. . .”)
 
 
IT IS CONSIDERED A REBELLIOUS ACT AGAINST THE LAWS GOD GAVE TO MOSES.  “Now, they have been carefully instructed with reference to yourself that you are teaching all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to apostatize from Moses. . .” (Weust*)  In other words, to rebel against Moses.
 
Joshua 22:22 (Septuagint =". . . if by apostasy. . .”)
 
IT IS TRANSLATED AS A TRANSGRESSION.
2 Chronicles 29:19 (Septuagint = "in his transgression  “. . . in the apostasy . . .”) (KJV = “Moreover all the vessels, which King Ahaz in his reign did cast away in his transgression, have we prepared and sanctified, and, behold, they are before the altar of the LORD.
 
IT IS TRANSLATED AS  BACKSLIDING
2 Chronicles 33:19 (Septuagint = “. . . his backslidings . . .”) (KJV translates it from the Hebrew as, “His prayer also, and how God was intreated of him [Manasseh], and all his sins, and his trespass. . .”)   This "trespass" was backsliding, or going against what he once believed:  i.e., apostasy.
 
Jeremiah 2:19 (KJV translates it from the Hebrew as, “hast forsaken”)
 
Jeremiah 36:32 (KJV translates it from the Hebrew as, “rebellion”)
 
 
Notes:
Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament, by Joseph Henry Thayer.
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mischigan. 1982
Greek-English Lexicon, by Henry George Liddell, and Robert Scott. Harper
Brothers Publishers, N.Y., N.Y. 1875
The New Testament, An Expanded Translation, by Kenneth S. Weust.
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 1961
 
 
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR ENEMY  BETTER
 
Especially among children, undomesticated animals can present an unexpected danger.  To the child who has not been properly forewarned, a spider may appear to be an amazingly intriguing toy.  It can climb, jump, curl into a small ball, or walk in a very entertaining manner on its eight legs.  But, a spider can also bite, and many spider bites on children have proven to be harmful and sometimes even fatal.
 
Babes in Christ can sometimes happen upon people who appear to be very entertaining.  They seem to have a wealth of knowledge, especially regarding the lives of other church members.  They can laugh with them, cry with them, sympathize at their hurts and bruises.  But, apostates, like spiders, can bite, and while some spider bites are harmless, the bite of an apostate is always dangerous.   
 
Most Christians would not recognize an apostate.  In fact, most pastors have never studied what the Bible describes as this extremely harmful spiritual danger.  It is for that reason that the essential description and a discussion of the apostate is given herein.
 
  
The Basic Character of an Apostate (from Jude).
The Book of Jude by description, gives us a good picture of an apostate, and what he does.
 
 
THEY ARE INVISIBLE AT THE BEGINNING
"...creep in unawares..." (v.4)
 
Reasons why they are not easily detectable;
(1). Many people don't know what to look for.
(2). Apostates come disguised to blend with 
the people around them, making friends.
(3). Apostates can often be very humble, shy, 
hard-to-know people.
(4). The first impressions of apostates are those of 
truly dedicated and sincere Believers.
(5). Apostates have a characteristic ability to tell 
people what they want to hear, for a while, at least.
 
 
THEY HAVE NO FEAR OF GOD: 
...ungodly men..." (v.4)
The word "ungodly" here is the Greek word,  Strong’s #765 ἀσεβής as-eb-ace’ 'meaning, "Destitute of reverential awe toward God."* 
*[Thayer's Greek Lexicon]
 
 
THEY ABUSE THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE:
"...turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness..."  (v.4)
 
An apostate often takes the good doctrine of grace, and dwells upon it to such an extreme, he feels that it gives him license to do whatever his wicked nature desires.
 
Apostates typically will have a very strong set of do's and don'ts....of their own choosing.  The do's are things that they do, and don'ts are things that they don't do, and others do.
 
They can be quick to condemn and point out sins of others, but have a hard time finding the beam in their own eye, despite periodic times of outward repentance (which is given to make others think they truly want to do right).  (Matthew 7:3-5)
 
 
HAVE A DIFFICULT TO DETECT DENIAL OF THE FUNDAMENTALS:
"...denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ..."(V.4)
 
Can they deny the Lord, yet be deeply involved in the work of the local church? Yes ! The Bible counts what they DO to be more valid proof of their denial than what they might say !   Titus 1:16 ---"They profess that they know God; but in works they deny Him..."
 
Their works of denial may not be the more popular sins, but instead, may be lying, murmuring, robbing God, false witness, hidden pride, uncontrolled anger, etc.
 
 
SAME CHARACTERISTICS OF ISRAEL IN WILDERNESS: (V.5)
They went along with things so long as they got what they wanted...when they wanted it.
 
They went along with things initially because conditions appeared to be better than the former circumstances.
 
They didn't believe God as He revealed Himself and His will to them.  Despite the fiery pillar, the cloud, and other evidences, they pushed those things aside (convenient forgetfulness ?) and set up their own gods.
 
 
SAME CHARACTERISTICS OF ANGELS THAT LEFT THEIR FIRST ESTATE: (v.6)
They choose not to follow the authority which God clearly revealed.
They didn't fulfill their individual responsibilities, orders from God.
They wandered after what they decided  was better for themselves.
 
 

SAME CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE IN SODOM AND GOMORRAH: (v.7)
They chose to depart from the patterns and laws of life that God had set.
 
Typical doctrines "adjusted" by apostates are:
 
(1). The necessity and/or importance of the local church.
(2). The Biblical requirement to give any specific portion of one's 
income to the work of God.
(3). The command to preach the Gospel to all the world, sometimes 
objecting to missions or evangelism.
(4). The issue of loving all the brethren, as Jesus so loved them.
 
Although the people of Sodom and Gomorrah may not have had any written Scripture as we know it, they did have the witness of God through conscience, nature, preachers, conviction by the Holy Spirit, etc.  They ignored all the channels that God used to communicate His will to them.
 
It is not uncommon for an apostate to confess to thinking about what he considers to be "higher things" during the preaching and teaching of the Word. This is ignoring God's channel, the Word.  
 
–Apostates often drift off into an imaginary world of their own; and, sometimes the most powerful Biblical message at the pulpit may not be heard at all.
 
 
– The three previous examples given (angels, Sodom and Gomorrah, and Israel) are all similar on this point:  Apostates are guided more by their own self-centered feelings than by facts. In each of the three previous cases, the rebels may have been sincere in their actions, although sincerely wrong ! 
 
Beware of the sincerity of an apostate, for he can be very convincing; but his sincerity is usually based upon his feelings rather than the authority of God.
 
 
FILTHY DREAMERS: (v.8)
Although everyone who is concerned about a close relationship with the Lord wants to keep his or her thought-life pure, the apostate often falls into an uncontrolled fantasy-world. While in that state, he considers "getting even,""unnatural acts," etc. This is done without him, or her having firm control over those thoughts.  This becomes an openness to demonic suggestion, and/or a drifting of thoughts which allows the evil human heart to command attention and control.
 
Friends, relatives, and confidants of the apostate may hear of such bantering in his conversation once in a while.  However, as a demon takes more and more control over the apostate, he will avoid long conversations with those who might be quick to detect demonic activity. 
 
 
The Book of Jude by description, gives us a good picture of an apostate, and what he does.
 
 
 IDENTIFIED BY BEHAVIOR
 
There is a wide range of personalities which the devil can enlist in his work of apostasy.   The larger churches often have sufficient number of potential apostates so that if one is discovered, another will quickly take his place.  
 
Apostates bring about the "Falling Away" from God's principles, and in many areas of the world have brought shame to the name of the Lord, resulting in multitudes rejecting the message of the Gospel.  
 
Eva Brunne, the world's first openly lesbian bishop, has called for a church in Stockholm, Sweden, to remove all signs of the cross, and instead build an Islamic prayer room in order to welcome Muslims. Several other Christian leaders in Sweden have criticized the suggestion.       —http://orthochristian.com/86589.html 
 
The Church of Sweden, which has been busy driving people away for at least the past decade, is upping the ante with the installation of a new altarpiece in a Malmo church that graphically celebrates homosexuality and transgenderism.
The work by controversial photographer and artist Elisabeth Ohlson Wallin replaces Adam and Eve in paradise with gay couples that seem pasted in, while depicting the serpent as a transgender woman ascending a tree.   
—-https://christianaction.org/dont-miss-news/church-of-sweden-does-unthinkable-swaps-adam-and-eve-with-gay-couple-in-altarpiece/ 
 
 The world has accepted what God calls an abomination, and this acceptance has been transferred to the thinking of people within some church leadership.
 
As the topics of conversation at America’s largest assembly of gay activists suggests, America is rapidly becoming a post-gay country. Gay people were once policed as criminal subversives, depicted in the popular culture as deviants, and pathologized by the medical establishment as mentally ill. 
 
Now most of America views homosexuality as benign. Only 30 years ago, 57 percent of Americans believed consensual gay sex should be illegal. Today, same-sex marriage has been achieved nationally, gays can serve openly in the military, and most gay people live in states that protect them from discrimination. 
An openly gay man is running a serious campaign for president of the United States, and his homosexuality is considered immaterial, if not an advantage that distinguishes him from a crowded field. 
The influence of apostates is not limited to the local church.  It leads people throughout the world to accept immorality as if it was approved by God.  According to the Pew Research Center, 70 percent of Americans say homosexuality should be accepted, an all-time high.  
—https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/06/battle-gay-rights-over/592645/ 
 
Consider this statement from a church leader.  “I think there’s a reluctance of certain bishops to teach what we believe is essential to society, because they have been afraid [of the impact of the abuse scandal],” said Daly. “‘Who are you to tell us that life is sacred, when some of you have harmed children yourself or have allowed priests to have harmed children?’”
“It was a crisis of confidence to step forward as moral teachers of the faith,” declared the Spokane bishop.  --https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/us-bishop-church-is-divided-because-of-bishops-who-compromise-on-morality
 
THE LEADERSHIP OF SOME CHURCHES HAVE TURNED TO THE WORLD FOR MATERIAL PROFIT.
Regarding: Rev. John Lee Bishop who headed the 8000 member Living Hope Church in Vancouver, Washington.  The following article appeared in Vanity Fair Magazine, and details his crossing the US/Mexico border with a car packed with illegal drugs.
 
“(Rev.) Bishop saw the flash of a gun and was ordered to his knees. His arms were pulled behind him, cold cuffs snapping on his wrists. He could feel the stares of passing drivers bearing down on him, along with the eyes of God. It felt like that verse from scripture: ‘And the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled.’
‘What the f***?’ he thought to himself as he knelt, head bowed. ‘Why did I do this? What was I thinking?’ "--https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2019/04/how-a-pastor-became-a-drug-runner-for-a-mexican-cartel
 
There are increasing numbers of pastors who admit to being drug abusers, even addicts. Others are addicted to pornography, internet addictions, and social media addictions.  Most confess to being addicted to mobile phones.  Some others are involved in wrongful sexual relationships.  Each of these problems takes away from the work of the Holy Spirit, and is evidence of the church falling away to the world from Biblical standards of holiness and the Truth of the Gospel.    
 
 
 

LAST DAYS APOSTASY
 
We are living in the Church of the Latter Days. i.e., the Laodicean Church Age, estimated dates: 1920-Rapture)*     Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition...--2 Thessalonians. 2:3   The Bible says much about our time and the dangers we must face.  One of the dangers which characterize these last days is the rise of apostasy, or "the falling away."
 
What is "that day" ?  The issue of concern to the church at Thessalonica was the rumor that the Lord has already come for His people, and they were left behind.  To Paul and others who were aware of the signs which would precede that event (the rapture, our "gathering together unto Him"2 Thessalonians 2:2), this was a ridiculous idea.  However, to the Thessalonians who had begun to suffer for Christ's sake, it became a concept they could not easily dismiss.  Paul gave them two specific things which MUST occur before the Lord returns; the falling away, and the exposure of the antichrist.
 
Some have suggested that the day of Christ is the physical return of the Lord to the earth to rule and reign.  If we did not have Scriptures like I Thessalonians 4:16-17, and Psalm 47:5, one could easily combine the event of Jesus' physical return with the gathering of His people.  However, those two passages make it clear that the event of God's people going up, is not the same as Christ coming down for His Millennial Kingdom.  The day of Christ, is distinct from the "day of the Lord," or "the day of God's wrath."  The latter refers to the end time judgments, while the day of Christ deals with the receiving of His bride, the Church.
 
 
What is this "falling away."
The King James Bible did not carry the full impact of the Greek definite article when rendering this phrase.  Actually, the phrase should read, "the falling away."  This is a remarkable event, because the Holy Spirit made it distinct from other down-turns in the history of the Church.  This was not merely "a" falling away, but the BIG one !  THE falling away.  There is no parallel in history to account for the great departure from Bible doctrine and Biblical practice as we see today.  
 
Differences among believers today are rarely over honest disagreements of interpretation.  Most of the main Biblical issues are clear and simply presented.  The disagreements almost always come from the way in which a person views the Bible's authority.  This writer acknowledges that most pastors, and evangelists who consider themselves "Christian" will verbally say that they believe the Bible is the Word of God.  It is when a clear and undeniably simple Scripture is debated that their true heart-belief is exposed and that it contains doubts of the Bible's authority.  
 
An example is when the issue to homosexuality is presented.  There are people who call themselves Bible-Believers who say that homosexuality is acceptable to God, and that it should be received by the Church as a blessing and viable alternative to a heterosexual relationship.  Some churches have ordained gays and lesbians into the "ministry," and many have received openly homosexual people into membership of the local church.
 
The Bible clearly states that this behavior is an abomination to God.   Thou shalt not lie with mankind as with womankind: it is abomination.  Leviticus 18:22    If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.  Leviticus 20:13
Who changed the truth of God into a lie...for this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature.  Romans 1:25a, 26
 
There is no room to argue about what the word 'abomination' means in Leviticus 18:22, and 20:13.   There should be no argument to which specific sexual act these passages refer.  If we simply read what the Bible says, and accept it, there is absolutely no defense for such conduct.  What is contended by the supporters of gay and lesbian involvement in churches is the view that the Bible carries certain areas of error, or areas which no longer apply to our present modern world conditions.
  
This is an act of apostasy, or rebellion, or defection from the Truth "once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 1:3).  But the issue of homosexuality only scratches the surface among all those "Bible-believers" with many activities which directly go against the Word.  Again, for emphasis, let me state that most issues are not over interpretation, but whether a person truly believes all of God's Word.
 
If God's Word is not believed, other serious events follow.  The rebellion to deny God's specific directions is a significant departure from the Faith, (although not the only possible area of abandonment).  Once people have begun to slice away areas of Scripture with which they disagree, they will begin to fall from a knowledge of the true and living God.  
 
Proposed at a Chicago religious Conference in the spring of 1995 by main-line women church leaders was that Jesus was actually Sophia, an ancient goddess.  Attendees went so far as to sing praises to her name.  Supported financially and morally by several major US denominations, this reveals how a departure from the Word will erode our understanding and acceptance of the true and living God.
 
THE PREDICTION FOR APOSTASY
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with Me.   Revelation 3:20
This section of Scripture, Revelation 3:20-21, most certainly deals with the Church in her relationship with the Lord.  In its context, we find that this verse is given as a part of the letter to the church of the Laodiceans, the last church age.  While application can be made regarding individuals, the overview is that of the Church not hearing the voice and knocking of her Lord.  
 
1. The Church is not hearing the approach of the Bridegroom. 
(With Christ knocking on the door, vibration can be felt even if the person on the inside is deaf).  The Lord's return is closer, and His knock more urgent than ever before.  We must cast aside the self-exalting, self-indulgent activities with which so many churches have become addicted, and permit the Holy Spirit to energize us for the work of Last Days reaping of souls !
 
2. The Church does not hear His voice.  (Or, has become deaf by the continual ignoring of His voice).   My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." --John 10:27.     (Comparing this statement of Jesus to the Revelation 3:20 observation of the church's failure to hear the voice of the Lord, how could anyone honestly suggest that the church will be in the state of massive revival when Jesus comes ?)
 
 
3. The Church of this worldly time does not walk with the Lord.  
He is on the outside, the Church on the inside.  It is amazing how almost every pastor teaching on Revelation 3:17-19 applies the lack of spirituality to other people, but rarely his own flock.
 
Recently, the Lord got through to a young man who was a member of a small rural Florida church.  He had heard from the pulpit the rhetoric about his church being in the center of God's will (supposedly "proven" by the yearly offerings being up from the previous year).  However God spoke something different to him, and he wanted to see if he was really hearing from God, or not.  
 
He wanted to see if his church was really closer to God or closer to the world.  So, noting that the Great Commission for the Church had not changed, he analyzed the money and time given to the purposes of God, comparing them to the purposes of self-enjoyment.  He took the total number of people involved in each activity of the church, and the number of hours they spent in that activity for the week ("man-hours"), and came up with these results:
 
 
DINNERS, FOOD FELLOWSHIPS, where the Gospel was not given--535 Man hours
CHURCH YARD SALES, CAR WASHES, AND BAKE SALES--  174 Man hours.
BOY SCOUTS, SECULAR YOUTH ASSOCIATIONS, SPORTS--332 Man hours.
BUSINESS MEETINGS, CHURCH MAINTENANCE, ETC.--28 Man hours.
VISITATION, AND ALL OTHER SOUL-WINNING ACTIVITIES--38 Man-hours.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE--507 Man hours.
 

The young man became convinced after his survey, that the work of God had truly become replaced with activities that would not be eternally beneficial, nor obedient to the Word of God and the work of the Church.  There were 1069 man-hours used for activities for which the church stepped outside it's duty to fulfill our Lord's Great Commission.  Only 543 hours were spent by the church directly doing the things God commanded.  If these statistics are an indicator of how other churches operate, it is easy to understand why the Church in these last days is not accomplishing much for the glory of God.            
 
 
4. The Church has shut the door to the Lord.  (Has evangelism been replaced by self-indulgent activities and entertainment ?)
 
 
5. The Church is not having full fellowship with the Lord.  Apostasy will become so prolific in the Last Days, it will be one of the signs that we are nearing the return of our Lord Jesus.  2 Thessalonians 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
 
(In the Revelation 3 prophetic passage, Jesus is making the offer for fellowship, which evidently was not happening much in the Last Days).  Each of these things implied in the Revelation 3:20 passage reveals a rebellion against the Lord and His commands, thus apostasy.
 
Church leadership will share a high degree of responsibility before the Judgment Seat of Christ for the failure to act upon the devastating menace of apostasy.  There are going to be many local, regional, and international leaders involved in the terrible falling away of the last days church, by direct involvement, through apathy, and as a result of placing selfish interests above the interests of the Lord.
 
The Scriptures relating to apostates are often described in the context of Last Days prophecies.  We must take this fact as a wake up call to churches and pastors today to prepare for the invasion of demonically empowered false believers.
 
 
OBSERVE YOUR ENEMY 
Teachers of military science demand that their students know their enemies. In fact, 
military students are regularly outfitted with clothing, armaments, and specialized equipment which once belonged to their enemy so they will know the weaknesses and strengths of them. They are required to recognize the enemy's insignias and the enemy's classification of ships, planes, and guns. It would be difficult to win any war without an ability to clearly recognize one's enemy. 
 
Apostates can work their evil deeds without being recognized for a long time.  They could be developing from unrepentant religious people into apostates over a prolonged period.  How quickly they are detected can make a huge difference in the amount of damage they can do within a church.   But, too often, these stealthy infiltrators go unnoticed for years by people who have never studied what the Bible says about their enemy.
 
One of the very disarming attributes of apostates is their sincerity.  They claim to be dedicated Christians, and they may believe that intensely.  They often believe that their actions are based upon their desire to promote the work of God.  Most apostates, especially in their early stages, are not aware that their behavior is destroying the work of God at the local church.  Their criticisms of others, their public display of temper, hostility and lack of love is an indication of deep spiritual troubles.  They sometimes will have families that are dedicated Christians.  Sometimes their wives are unaware of the activities of the apostate husband.  In cases where the woman is an apostate, the husband is unaware of what she is doing.  In most cases, they have children who are well-behaved and respectful.  
 
Direct Bible study on apostates shows who they are and what they do, but we must make every effort to be accurate. There is a spirit of extremism that can sweep through the Church periodically.  This spirit takes the leadership of the church away from our Lord's Great Commission, and makes them obsessed with other things.  The obsessions can range from dreams and visions, money issues, healing, tongues, to even trying to find apostates.  
 
The incorrect view on the subject of apostates can make a person assume that because a person has a couple characteristics of an apostate, that they are permanent enemies of Christ.  Often, those with only a couple characteristics of an apostate are just backslidden Christians needing restoration.  Be careful to examine things with the eyes of the Spirit and the wisdom of the Word.  Matthew 7:16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
 
 
As leaders within the church we must never be moved from our purpose to glorify the Lord by bringing people to faith in Him.  That includes reaching out to apostates in an effort to bring them to the forgiveness and salvation of our Lord Jesus.  That is a very difficult task (because apostates believe that they are already saved and committed to the Lord), and we must be thoroughly equipped with the whole armor of God to even begin such a task.  How can we convince them that they should be saved when they insist that Jesus is already their Lord and Savior ?
 
History shows us that periods of fanatical prejudices have brought shame to some churches with peripheral and inaccurate teachings about angels, tongues, healings, and various gifts. There have been times in the history of religion that some churches have sought out witches by an imperfect definition of what a witch really is, and they have found and killed women who were not witches at all.  This fanaticism and obsession is itself from the devil and serves to destroy the good testimony of God's faithful people.  We must be able to accurately recognize our enemy, the devil, and his allies. But, we must know our Savior even more, and constantly grow in that knowledge. 
 
It is the act of a fool that runs toward the front-line of battle while failing to know what his enemy looks like. It truly is important for us to be in a deep and growing relationship with the Lord in a prayerful, attentive attitude as you study this Biblical account of apostates.  If we get it wrong, we can offend true brethren, and hinder God's efforts through our churches.  
 
Our primary study material is taken from the book of Jude and the Epistles of Peter. Heavily involved in the work of the local Church, these men (and others) were used by the Holy Spirit to convey vital descriptions of apostates.

 
THE FRIENDLY AND SEEMINGLY KIND APOSTATE
What to expect.
HOW APOSTATES WORK WITHIN THE CHURCH
 
We do not expect the devil to gain support in churches by being obnoxious, openly combative, and ugly in character.  The devil will win over people only by being seemingly nice, good-natured, and doing things for the members.
 
1.  APOSTATES STRUGGLE TO MAKE FRIENDS THAT CAN BE USED LATER.  Apostates are generally very private people who have a history of not being able to easily make real lasting friendships.  This fact may become lost as the apostate’s activities grow, since it appears that they have many friends and sympathizers when their acts of apostasy mature.  There are many ways they go about trying reach their goals
 
—They seek people who will have sympathy and common backgrounds.  Apostates typically will try cling to people with whom they can relate.  It may be a background in poverty, abusive parents, difficult marriage, continual physical problems, etc.  They might find alliance through being from the same town or state, have the same tribal background, or might have similar interests outside of church.  Once they have found someone with a similar background who can relate, they break down the wall, and begin to share their more intimate thoughts and ideas, thus creating a bond between themselves and the acquired friend.  
 
The apostate will choose to make friends with only certain people.  Those that he perceives to be naïve, spiritually weak, new in the Lord, overwhelmed with problems, or those he knows have minor grievances against the church will be his primary targets.  The demonic presence in him will not allow him to get close to people who could prematurely reveal his true state.  Nor will he make friends with people he perceives to have ready access to any information which could contradict his complaints.
—Apostates will do special favors for others.  Before an apostate is detected, this appears simply as an expression of Christian love.  Helping people.  What could be more right ?  Yet, the devil himself provides temporary bonuses and benefits for those who agree with him, even though such “blessings” exist for only a short time.  *(If the assisted person ever disagrees with the apostate, or fails to back him up, he is no longer a recipient of any help).  It is almost impossible to understand the real motivation in people’s lives for doing what appears to be very good and kind acts.  However, once the apostate becomes aware of his mission—to tear down the church and the work of God—he will expect those he has done kind things for to reward him with support in his complaints, rejection of pastoral authority, and condemnation of the church. 
 
—The apostate will be active in some area of Christian service.  Apostates have even been identified as pastors, deacons, elders, Sunday School teachers, music ministers, bus pastors, and almost every ministry person you could name.  The idea that someone is involved in a ministry should never suggest that they could not be apostates.
Apostates like to use their position of ministry as a means of influencing others.  They will let people know, “I do such-and-such at the church.”  It is their calling card.  Once a person begins to know the apostate, they will see a creeping exaggeration going on in regard to what the fallen person does.  Instead of, “I am an assistant maintenance man,” it evolves to, “I manage a complex of church equipment and building.”
 
If the person who is later detected to be an apostate has a position of authority within the church (Pastor, Elder, Deacon, Superintendent, Director, etc.) you will quickly see a battle of self-will as opposed to the ongoing soul-winning efforts of the church.  An apostate will not be able to sit quietly while others are in agreement, or where soul-winning is at stake.  
 

There are two basic reasons for this:
(1). The demon using the apostate hates soul-winning, and cannot be silent for long.
(2). The authority of the pastor or church presents a very sore and troublesome obstacle to the apostate, and he will do whatever he can to either throw a crisis into the machinery of God’s work, asserting his own will rather than to be in submission.
 
—Before detection, if an apostate is given any position of teaching, there will be clear indications of a problem with some of the material being given.  Look for a lack of Biblical focus on soul-winning.  Look for a skewed priority system, where it is clear that the apostate teacher does not have things in their own lives in the proper order.  This is especially noticeable if the teaching of marriage, family life and values, and public testimony arises. 
 
—A pastor who suspects a problem would do well to monitor the “Christian service” of this person.  There is almost always an agreement that it will be done according to the guidelines or recommendations of the pastor or elders.  However, it will almost always move away from those things quickly and onto the over-all agenda of the apostate.  It is similar to the renegade son Jesus spoke of in Matthew 21:28-30.
 
But what think ye ? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard.  He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.  And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.  
The agreement to go and do exactly what they were asked rarely is performed, and when it is, it is only done of a short period of time, quickly giving way to the self-interests of the apostate.
 
MAKE PEOPLE DEPEND UPON THEM.  As true Christians recognize, a Believer must continually grow more and more dependent on the Lord, not others.  As a pastor, I believe that one of my divine appointments is to help the people in my congregation to make the commitment to become more dependent on the Lord Jesus.  (I do not want them to depend upon me for every problem, every difficulty, even though I am here when they need me and will direct them personally to the Lord for His help).  
 
On the other hand, an apostate will almost always create a clique, or inner circle of people who most often feel sorry for the apostate, and will depend upon him for mutual comfort at gripe sessions.  (They will use this sympathy routine very effectively after they leave the church, as well).  This clique will become the prayer chain, the supper club, the gossip center, and the army which the apostate will later attempt to use.  In many cases, naïve people pulled into this web of deception are not even aware that they are simply pawns of the apostate, and will instead continue to be reminded of the pain and suffering of the apostate throughout the entire ordeal.  
 
What happens to people who continue to associate with known apostates is clear.  They will become demonically oppressed themselves.  In some cases, people who have been naively drawn into the web of the apostate become even more adamantly against God’s work than the original apostate.  The Bible reveals that apostates rarely work alone.
 
1 Timothy 1:20  Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.  2 Timothy 2:17  And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;  
 
That is why an apostate immediately begins to develop at least several people who become emotionally attached to them (and later they become spiritually attached).  
 
 
CRITICISM OF GOD’S WORK
The apostate is a critical person.  He desires to train others in this evil skill, and recruit people who have minor differences of opinion about the church.  While masking their criticism at first as “prayer requests,” the apostate becomes bolder and bolder as time goes on.  In teaching situations, the apostate will plant seeds in the minds of the hearers which he hopes will germinate quickly.  He tries to create doubt in people's minds about the faithfulness or doctrine of the pastor.  Expect comments such as, “The pastor isn’t always right, since he is human,”  “The pastor doesn’t know everything,”  “The pastor doesn’t have any more access to God than anyone else,” and “The pastor isn’t any closer to God than anyone here.”  The objective is to plant a seed that will later be called upon to “prove” that the apostate’s view should be held on an equal, if not better acceptance than what the pastor says.
 
Apostates are closet liars.  Everyone I have ever dealt with has given people the impression that they are honest to an extreme.  Yet, in each one I have confronted, I have found that they lie easily and often.  They convince people by their sincerity.  Congregations should be aware that apostates, whose allegiance is not first to God, is committed to one whom Jesus noted as the father of lies.  
 
John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  
 
 
 
THEIR FUTURE ATTACKS FROM OUTSIDE THE CHURCH
 
1. APOSTATES WILL LEAVE THE CHURCH, TAKING AS MANY WITH THEM AS THEY CAN.
Keeping in mind that our scenario involves an apostate within a soul-winning, Bible-believing church, if an apostate is not given everything they want, they will most certainly leave the church.  John knew of this pattern from the beginning of the Church1 John 2:19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.  
 
Apostates, as a class of humanity, are generally very self-centered people.  They are usually not people who are committed to a theological idea or Biblical principle so much as they are to getting their own way.  So, when it becomes evident that they cannot carry out their own will in the church, they embark on an angry program to defeat the Lord’s work at that church.
 

2. THEY WILL ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH A JUSTIFIABLE REASON FOR LEAVING THE CHURCH.
They must vindicate their leaving the church to make their departure appear justifiable in the eyes of others.  This procedure requires them to make contact with others in the church whom they feel would be naïve enough to believe whatever they had to say.
 
Sometimes this becomes a major campaign, with the apostate visiting, calling, and writing to as many people as possible, or, in especially strong churches, it would be limited to only a few people, since the apostate cannot find a lot who would be vulnerable to false information and unjust criticism.  But, it is a certainty that an apostate is not going to leave quietly, even though some vow that they will do exactly that.
 
WHO WILL THE APOSTATE CONTACT ?
Apostates typically are very selective about future contacts after they have left the church.  Having familiarized themselves with the church membership for a while, an apostate will also try to have a closer association with anyone who appears to be:
(1). Spiritually weak, or new to the church.
(2). Irregular in attendance,
(3). Has expressed dissatisfaction with something in the church.
 
Keep in mind that the people who will be contacted are perceived by the apostate to be in those categories.  In fact, they might not be.
 
 
3. THEY WILL ATTEMPT TO BRING AS MANY OTHERS WITH THEM AS POSSIBLE.  Since they were not able to fulfill the devil’s program in the church, they will attempt to do it from without.  Often former deacons, Sunday School teachers, music workers, etc., who have become apostates, will suddenly make the time for phone calls, visitation, letter (or email) writing which they claimed they never had time for prior to their departure.
 
Throughout my years of observation, it has been amazing to see the amount of time an apostate can find to try and tear down the work of God, while when they were in the Church they had a cargo ship full of reasons why they were just too busy.
 
Of course, the self-justification for this is, “I owe my friends an explanation for why I am leaving the church.”  However, a true apostate will go well beyond contacting those they were close to, and will contact others with whom they previously had little personal contact.
 
This can quickly be called to a halt if the people of the church will provide a united response to such things.  Proverbs 20:19  He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips.  The Hebrew word translated to ‘meddle not’ literally means, “have no fellowship with.”  If the people of the church will refuse to have fellowship with, or even give an ear to the accusations, excuses, and reasoning of an apostate, it will bring the apostate to the closest point at which they can repent.
 
Most church-goers do not realize how desperately the apostate wants to believe that they are influencing people.  They will grasp at any indication that people are siding with them.  Even an act of kindness is often interpreted to mean that the person bestowing the kindness is a closet supporter or secret admirer.  The greatest act of kindness from a church-member is to completely cut off any listening to their talk, and stop fellowship.  That doesn’t mean that all communication must be stopped, but it does mean that the apostate no longer can dream that people are really on their side when, in fact, they are not.
 
When cut off from fellowship (and this has to be a unanimous action by the people in the church, or it will not work), the apostate has no place to turn except to the Lord.  Faced with the reality that they are the only ones who take the position of false accusations, they are much more likely to repent.
 
 
 START WITH THE GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS
 
Former US President Bill Clinton is known to have opposed and avoided participation in the Vietnam War. His opposition to the war was well known, so he escaped taking the oath of allegiance in the Armed Forces. He chose not to fight on either side.  An apostate, however, is a person who takes an oath of allegiance to one side, and then either by openly becoming a “turn-coat,” or by remaining within the ranks as a saboteur, he abandons the loyalties he first held.
 
All apostates make, at least, an initial outward commitment of faith to Jesus Christ.  Churches would not tolerate someone coming into the church saying that their faith was in Buddha or Allah, or Moloch. An apostate must find a way that other church members could relate to them.  They have to be convincing.  They can usually give a testimony (a false one) about their salvation experience (also false).  Others in the church would have to be convinced that the person is a sincere Christian.   However a point comes later where people see that he has no true personal knowledge of the Lord.  
  
There is one of two directions which an apostate will take.  He can maintain that he is a true Christian, and will endeavor to contradict anyone who says anything different.  His sincere dreams, visions, and voices enter in as "evidences" of his salvation and closeness with the Lord.  We know from Scripture that demons can effect the minds of people.  If they can make a mental delusionary victory when there is actually defeat, can demons also influence the mind of a person with dreams and visions ?  The answer is obvious.  
 
Or, rarely, he can begin to acknowledge his doubts about the Lord.  This leaves those who knew him bewildered or confused, and the seeds of doubt are planted in the minds of those who know Him.    
 
 
WHO THE DEVIL RECRUITS

Satan knows that if he recruits a person who is not liked by the congregation, a person who has never contributed to the work of God, and a person who has a very unpleasant personality, he will not accomplish very much.  So, he goes after people who are appreciated, have good personalities, and who appear to be very dedicated Christians.  Most people who become apostates are people with great personalities, have influence in the church, and have a position of some kind within the church already.    
 
 
 
HOW THE DEVIL MAKES APOSTATES 
 
IT IS ALL ABOUT INCOMPLETE FAITH.  At the beginning, an apostate is much like the man who stands on the boat dock with one foot on the dock and the other on the boat, claiming that he was about to go across the lake in the boat. When the boat begins to pull away, he has to make a decision. The apostate will always pull back to where he stood before supposedly becoming a Christian.  It takes complete faith to ride Christ's salvation boat to Heaven, and the apostate did not truly commit 100% of his faith to the Lord Jesus.  He always had some reservations, and they were held very secretly until sometimes many years later.
 
This helps us to understand why it becomes so easy for the devil to make an apostate. Partial faith sometimes gives a person a false sense of security (“I have faith in Jesus,” they say). But, since it is incomplete faith, they will be disappointed when their prayers are not answered, or certain expected blessings of God are not coming upon them. The Bible is clear. James 1:6-8 says:
 
“But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
 
The apostate's disappointment in the areas of prayer and blessings can lead to frustration with God, and jealousy toward those who have actually given their all to the Lord. The next phase in the apostate's digression is to feel anger toward God and some of His people because of his frustration.   Of course, if he is still active in the church, he will hide his anger and frustration from others as long as he can. But, the incomplete faith issue is one which, if detected early, can sound an alarm which should cause church elders to prayerfully attempt to bring the person to full faith in Christ and warn God's people of what might be ahead.
 
In one case, an apostate began as a Sunday School teacher of young people.  He loved teaching.  When he was first given the class, there were about 5 children in it.  It grew to a class of 12 in a short time.  The teacher (future apostate) was very pleased.  However, the class soon dwindled back to 4 or 5 students.  He explained to some friends at church that he spent hours praying for his class, to no avail.  It did not grow again.  After months of being frustrated, he decided that it was the preacher's fault.  
 
He claimed that there had to be something wrong with the pastor.  Otherwise, his class would grow, he thought.  He had to find someone else to blame for his class not growing.  But, in the following months, he made no effort to contact the students who no longer attended.  He did no recruiting for more students.  He just complained.  And, his complaints became bitter and hateful toward the pastor.  He soon began expressing his theory to others in the church that the pastor must not be doing his job, or that he is not qualified to be pastor.  He soon included the elders in his bitter attacks.  He felt that they were trying to protect the pastor's incompetence, or else they would have thrown him out.  It was the bitterness and angry spirit which revealed the source of him causing division in the church. 
 
In a day when “evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. . . “ (2 Timothy 3:13), it is the obligation of every Christian who oversees the flock of God – whether as a pastor, evangelist, a minister of visitation, a teacher, a youth worker, a bus pastor, or children's church worker – to be Biblically armed against the dangers of apostates.
 
The other road which an apostate may take is even more common.  He is certain of his salvation and his relationship with the Lord.  His dreams, visions, and knowledge assure him that he is right with God.  The problem is that his alleged salvation is all head-knowledge.  The Lord wants a true relationship which comes from the heart.  Romans 10:10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
 
 
Absalom, the son of King David.  4.1
2 Samuel 14:28-32  (see also 2 Samuel 13:29-32. also 2 Samuel 15:10)
28   So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, and saw not the king’s face.
29  Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to have sent him to the king; but he would not come to him: and when he sent again the second time, he would not come.
30  Therefore he said unto his servants, See, Joab’s field is near mine, and he hath barley there; go and set it on fire. And Absalom’s servants set the field on fire.
31  Then Joab arose, and came to Absalom unto his house, and said unto him, Wherefore have thy servants set my field on fire?
32  And Absalom answered Joab, Behold, I sent unto thee, saying, Come hither, that I may send thee to the king, to say, Wherefore am I come from Geshur? it had been good for me to have been there still: now therefore let me see the king’s face; and if there be any iniquity in me, let him kill me.
 
 
Absalom remained in Jerusalem for two years without seeing his father, David. This was evidently the way David preferred it.  David's chief of staff, Joab, had been approached many times by agents of Absalom, requesting an audience with his father, the King.  Joab simply refused to respond.
 
When Absalom's patience finally ran out, he burned down the harvest ready barley crop of his neighbor Joab, causing serious financial loss.  Joab responded by showing up at Absalom's door, thus creating a face to face confrontation. Absalom was determined to get his own way, and as with most apostates, he would do whatever is necessary to get it.  Most people in rebellion are able to keep the fires of their self-will hidden for a period of time, but not forever. Absalom's will could not be contained any longer.
 
Joab arranged a meeting with the King. David was evidently gracious, even enthusiastic in receiving his son, but had unwittingly given Absalom the very thing he desired: renewed credibility before the people of Israel.   Apostates seek, and usually find something that gives others the appearance of having knowledge, experience, or God-give credibility.
 
Absalom uses this forgiveness and reception by his father as a means to go out and gain popular support of the people once again. Standing in the gates and markets of the city, he began to criticize the administration of his father, stating that if he was in control, things would be much better. One thing led to another until the day came when he openly challenged David's leadership militarily.
 
Absalom fulfilled the definition of an apostate.  He once supported David, and wanted everyone to know of his support.  But, he rebelled against David, he backslid, and had fallen away from the dedication he one had toward his father.  It was only when the apostate condition had matured that he actually sought to remove David from power.  
 
 
THE TWISTED PATTERN OF BEHAVIOR
 
The sequence of events which we find in Absalom's life is the same pattern that most apostates follow, and especially in these Last Days.
 
 1. THE CRUCIAL TURNING POINT.   What is it that turns a person who often is considered a committed Christian into an apostate ?  First of all, these are people who have spiritual weaknesses who have not given themselves to the Lord FULLY so that they might have victory.  They appear sincere and convince many people of that.  
 
The apostate, generally, has not learned how to control his inner emotions, so he allows his self-will to explode into incidents which for most people would have normally “blown over.” Sometimes he brings an issue to a public referendum, asking, "Who is right ?  Them or me ?” (And in some rare occasions, the apostate is actually on the right side of an issue). But, whether on the right or wrong side, an apostate's attitude, lack of forgiveness, and failure to try and mend divisions reveals the true character.  Other times, it is a blatant hostility toward another member over not getting his or her way.
 
Many churches are acquainted with the same issues of self-will. One member gets upset with another, and then wants people to "take sides" over it.  The apostate, instead of revealing differences on doctrinal issues, will use any means he can to aggressively divide the people of God. Allow me to share the following incidents
 
 
The Homecoming Brawl 
Some churches around the world have an annual event, called ‘Homecoming.’  This is where the church makes serious efforts to contact those who once attended the church, but were recently absent in most services.  The event included a preaching service, some entertainment, and a fellowship dinner following the morning service.  
A Baptist church with a long tradition of annual Homecomings held a regularly scheduled business meeting. Since there was no business of great importance to discuss, the people decided to talk about the plans for their Homecoming. Mrs. D. assumed the usual fare; green beans, boiled potatoes, and a Florida specialty called “swamp cabbage.” Several of the members objected, saying that the church always had the same thing, and it was time for a change. Poor Mrs. K. didn't know what she would start when she suggested that instead of green beans, she would be glad to cook up several gallons of fresh garden peas. The fighting erupted with the traditionalists, led by Deacon Y, opposing the Preacher's group that wanted change. Deacon Y. made the issue emotional. One would think that a person's very soul could rest upon the outcome of whether the church would serve beans or peas.
 
One sincere and observant person made the statement that it didn't matter what the church served if they didn't serve it with the love of Christ. That deeply offended Deacon Y., who was convinced that Mr. H. was questioning his salvation. Deacon Y. left his pew, and angrily stormed over to where Mr. H. remained seated. Soon the two were nose to nose, furiously hurling accusations at one another. Several members who were sickened by the entire incident stood to their feet, and pushed the two apart, but not before Deacon Y. had thrown his fist at Mr. H.'s jaw.
 
Would one such incident automatically identify Deacon Y. as an apostate ? Definitely not. However, that initial incident that would require closer observation of Deacon Y. in the future.
 
*(Deacon Y., later did show the pattern and all the signs of an apostate, and causing the church much trouble before he left. Within a couple months of his departure, he began to trouble another church he started attend, trying to divide the brethren there).
 
  
The Know-It-All
Another situation unraveled as a church under construction dealt with the self-will of a new member.  This rural church in Georgia had been blessed to have two licensed contractors among it's rank and file.  The two were professionals who made their living from the type work required by the new addition, and they were employed by the church to do it.  Mr. B., the new member, fancied himself to be a "jack of all trades," who could do anything he set his mind to doing.  At least, that is what he publicly proclaimed.
 
When the hardest and most labor-intensive work had already been done by the contractors, Mr. B. showed up wearing an impressive new leather belt that held a considerable number of tools.  (It was hard to imagine how he kept it on his waist considering the weight of all the tools it was holding).  
 
"What needs to be done ?" he asked.  One of the contractors spoke up and asked if he would bring some of the wall panels into the rooms.  After unloading one piece from the truck bed, he stood and watched as one of the contractors was tying up part of the ceiling.  "That's not the right way to do it," he said.  The contractor ignored him.  Soon he progressed to, "Get down off that ladder, and I'll show you how to do it the right way."  The contractor continued to pretend not to hear.  
 
Obviously irate after being ignored, Mr. B. began clanking one of this metal tools against the ladder where the contractor was standing.  When his patience had all but fled from him, the professional contractor on the ladder said, "What is bothering you about the way I am doing this ?"Mr. B. took immediate offense, and his anger erupted into this tirade.  "You don't think I know how to do this ?  Huh ?  So, that's it, is it ?  You people don't want me to help.  It's a little clique here, and I'm not wanted.  I got the picture !  I'm out of here !"  And Mr. B. departed.  (Unfortunately for the church, he only left for a short time).
 
Since this incident took place with several witnesses, Mr. B. saw that any possible influence he might have in the future would diminish if he didn't do something soon.  About two weeks later, he met with the Pastor, and apologized for his behavior.  He even became quite emotional about it, and shed a couple tears to convince the preacher that his repentance was real.  However, this was one incident of self-will that would be repeated many, many times by Mr. B., causing serious damage to the morale of the church people, and distracting their God-given purpose.  Some people did not want to even come to church for fear that Mr. B. would pull them into some confrontation or would disparage their friends in the church.  People were afraid to have fellowship with him because he would complain about how other were treating him.  They didn't want to have conversation with him, because he was continually pointing to the alleged failures of other people he had met in the church.  
 
 Absalom's crime was self-will.  He couldn't contain it and plotted carefully to kill Amnon.  When he had exercised his vengeful will, he then seemed to bury himself in self-pity which others confused with repentance.  But, he could continue the masquerade only for a limited time.  His desire to exalt self above the others came boiling up inside him like the Old Faithful geyser in Wyoming.  This was seen in his response to Joab's continual shunning of his messengers.  He burned Joab's field.
 
But, an apostate is more completely identified, not by one incident, but through many.  Each of them could be titled "Exercises in Self-will."
 
THE DESIRE TO BE ADMIRED
Luke 18:9   And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:
10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 
11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
 
 
THE APOSTATE TYPICALLY HAS A FALSE HUMILITY
According to the Bible, the apostate is a very proud, haughty person.  But, arrogance offends people, so the apostate must hide his proud ego.  He approaches people by a false humility.  If you can imagine it, I once heard a man pray in church these words, "Lord, I thank you that I am not filled with pride as others I know."   That prayer, while seeming to express humbleness, actually exposed the man's pride in his false humility.  
 
 Down through the years there have been several occasions when I have challenged a person who was in the latter stages of this affliction to have their views brought before the church.  (After all, it was a church matter, and it greatly affected the work of the Lord).  They all declined.  After I had privately, (then with two other men of the church), gone to one person who had continued in degrading God‘s people and dividing His work, I called an emergency church business meeting to the utter shock of the person. He was then asked to express his views before the entire church.  (Of course, this is not what the demon wants.  He knows that most others in the church have a handle on the truth, and would contradict what he said).  
 
At this meeting, the man who had been the devil's tool lied, and insisted that he had never said anything against anyone.  Then, one after another, people in the church stood to contradict him, revealing what manner of critical and condemning things he had said to them outside the church walls.  After such overwhelming evidence from the congregation, he succumbed to the devil’s last ditch defense of, “I have a right to express my views and say things as I see them.”   To the praise of God, this man, several years later was restored to the Lord, and publicly acknowledged his errors, and now lives for Him.
 
The apostate has a critical spirit which always has a problem with God-ordained authority in the church.  By not complying with Biblical authority, a demon reveals his true nature.
 
Leadership in the church is always the target of critical spirits even though the apostate at some points wants a close relationship with the pastor that he will later exploit for his evil purpose.  The Christian who is right with God doesn’t have a problem with authority.  But, the devil always does.  The pastor is usually the most obvious target.  After all, what purpose would the demon accomplish by railing against those who were doing nothing for the Lord ?  
 
Knowing this, the Lord gave specific instructions that if someone had anything against a pastor, he must take it before two or three witnesses of the church.  
 
1Timothy 5:19  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.  Is this what the Bible says, or not ?  Indeed it is.  Why, then, do critical spirits try to convince people against leadership in secret ?  In private dinners ?  In private talks by a car.  In appointments where only a few are present ?
 
Exactly who are the witnesses spoken of in this passage of Scripture ?  It can only mean witnesses to the offense allegedly committed by the pastor.  It is at this point that the cunning demon shows his best stuff.  In the attempt to obtain such witnesses, the demon suggest his thinking to the few people present, “Didn’t you notice….(the alleged offense)...or was I mistaken ?”  The demon wins two points here.  First, even if no one noticed the same thing, the seed thought had been planted.  So, the individual will be much more likely to focus on looking for anything resembling the alleged offense.  
 
  
REVEALED IN JUDE
 
THEY SAY WHAT THEY THINK YOU WANT TO HEAR. 
(v.16)   "...speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage..."   These are skilled flatterers who use that talent to disarm even the most spiritual Christians, whenever possible.  It is not unusual for praise-starved pastors to respond to this technique, and at first, be quite overwhelmed by the apostate's sincere sounding words. ("You are the best preacher I have ever heard,""You have such a wonderful way of explaining things,""No other pastor comes close to your power.""You have such a kind and gentle way of explaining things." etc.).  Thus, it is important for the pastors and the church leaders to be humble and conscious that anything good they have is by God's grace.  
 
But, the flattery game works in both directions.  Where the apostate actually has close friends (which is rare) his best "friends" are people who often give him recognition and complements.  All others who fail to do this are somewhere on his mental list of people to be attacked.   
 
  
THEY ARE GOOD PARROTS OF THE WAY: (v.18)   "...they told you there shall be mockers in the last time..."
 
These are "mocking-bird" Christians !  They are good at imitating the Way, but have not been changed by the Blood of the Lamb.  While blending into the Christian community, they harbor ideas which are anathema to the teachings of the Word.  *Anathema, Greek word, Strong’s #331 ἀνάθεμα anathema an-ath’-em-ah, meaning, accursed, or bind under a great curse.
 
For an example, there are some who falsely believe that God does not heal in modern times.   They have been sick, and God did not heal them.  They take that as evidence which says God has changed His ways and does not heal any more.  They will not openly profess their lack of faith in God's Word, or the possibility that God did not choose to heal them for some reason, but they hold this close to their heart and it results in anger toward God.  
 
The other area where apostates often inwardly mock true Believers relates to the coming of the Lord.  They often are people who after their supposed conversion, expected the Lord's return to be very soon.  When it did not happen within months, or even years, they began to question the authenticity of God's Word.  2 Peter 3:3  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers ["mockers"], walking after their own lusts,   Jude 1:18  How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts.
 
 
These apostates also know the "Christian vocabulary," the "right" responses to make, the "right" way to pray, and often know their Bibles better than the average church member.  (Some are given to shouting loud "amen's," to prove  their alleged spirituality).  But, they still need Jesus in order to be changed from an apostate mocking bird into a Child of the King.
 THEY CAUSE DIVISIONS. 
(v.19)   "...these are those individuals who cause divisions, egocentric..." [Wuest Translation]
 
This is one of the more deadly powers of an apostate.  The Scriptures in several areas mention this attribute of the apostate. 2 Timothy 3:2 says,"...men shall be lovers of their own selves..."  Certainly, this is an egocentric characteristic.  And more, in 2 Peter 2:10, the Lord tells us that instead of listening to authority, they will be "self-willed."
 
 
Using their evil imaginations, they will fabricate, exaggerate, and twist incidents which have happened to church members into rumors of Christians being unkind, corrupt, evil-doers, and false Believers.  This is an effort to destroy their testimonies, make a division between brethren in Christ, and hurt the work of our Lord at the local church.  
  
Every Bible-believing church wants to be known as a clean, righteous, Spirit-filled group of Believers.  The apostate has set a goal to ruin this testimony.  He must first begin by pitting one Believer against another.  This is done through malicious and untruthful tales of what some member has done against him or someone else, urging them to take sides.  This, in turn, will make those who believe such rumors to break or limit fellowship with the accused offenders.  
 
The sincerity of the apostate is his cleverly seductive secret weapon.  It deceives others in the church.  Sometimes, when we bind an evil spirit he is able to continue much of his divisive ways, anyway.  The battle is not over.  The demon has made mental and spiritual changes in the apostate which proceed whether the demon is present, or not.  He will likely continue to attack others and be a divisive person in the congregation.    
 
 
DEALING WITH A DEMON POSSESSED APOSTATE
Cast out the demon, or bind it ?
 
There is a common misunderstanding in some churches that assumes that if a demon is cast out or bound, the battle is won.  What they forget is that simply casting the demon out is merely getting rid of the source of the evil workings.  They often neglect to recall that a demon can do much damage to the soul of a willing person.  So, an apostate whose mind was affected by a demon – even after the demon is cast out – can continue in his wicked ways because those evil ways have now become a part of his personality.  
 
You can actually make things worse if you fail to recognize an important Bible principle.  The demon-possessed person must be willing to repent.  Without this, the unrepentant apostate can not only fight your efforts, but he can bring other demons into the body of the apostate.  
 
Matthew 12:43  When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.
44  Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.
45  Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.
 
When dealing with demons it is important to know whether the demon-possessed person is willing to let go of the possession.   If you attempt to send away the demon, you must first have the repentance and submission of the possessed person in order to avoid making the condition worse later on.  If they are not repentant, that demon, while submitting to your authority in Christ, may go out, find seven demons worse than himself, and come right back into the apostate.  That would make the apostate more powerful for the devil's use than he was before.         
 
When Jesus cast out demons, the people in whom the demon dwelt came to Jesus first.  They wanted Him to help them.  In most cases, the apostate will not repent.  Without genuine repentance, the demon will likely return into him with added demons.  That simply makes your battle more difficult.
 
On the other hand, even though an apostate may not have repented, if he is demon-possessed, you can bind it from working.  God's people have the authority to bind the demon.  This stops the demon from working, but does not stop the apostate whose thinking has already been changed by the demon.  The apostate can still do many things which would hurt the church.  However, the demon is unlikely to go and gather more demons.  
 
It is advisable for the pastor and elders to bind the demon if the apostate has not repented.  But, they should cast the demon out if the apostate has truly repented.  
 
After even a short time of being demon-possessed the demon has fully convinced the apostate that he is righteous and the stories he has manufactured are true.  At that stage even binding the demon does little to limit the apostate's own ability to talk negatively.  His heart and motives have been twisted enough already so that he can act without the demon influencing him further.
 
In most cases, either casting out the demon or binding him can be useful abilities from the Lord.  However, a pastor must be very careful to determine which use of Godly authority will be most effective.  
 
 
YOU CAN EXPECT DIVISIONS, BUT THEY CAN BE HEALED.
The apostate's use of emotions, and his seemingly sincere stories will often be enough to convince weak and naive people in the church to be against others in the church.  The pastor must always keep the proper focus in his teaching.  This means reminding the brethren that they must be against the devil, and not against one another.  They must love one another as Christ loves them.
 
When an apostate creates divisions and some Godly saints stand against him, he will often accuse them of creating the division.  This is widely proclaimed throughout the church, and some people are ignorantly led to believe the apostate.  However, in order to stand against sin, there must be a division.
 
 
The Apostle Paul was led to mention this common occurrence.  Paul saw that the sinful practice of someone in Corinth needed to be rebuked.  This caused a division between those who stood by the Word of God, and those who followed their own lusts.  1 Corinthians 11:18  For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it.  For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.
 
There should not be divisions between brethren who hold the Bible as their authority, as Paul points out in other areas; but when one group sides with sin, and another group sides with God's Word, there will be, and should be divisions.  Church leaders should point out to the entire congregation that if there was no pulling away from the standards of God, there would be no divisions.  Apostates are behind the divisions, not the people of God.
 
In some cases, there is a devilish idea where the goal of UNITY becomes a god.  Sometimes, even a pastor can be pulled into this idea, thinking that the acceptance of everyone's opinion or beliefs somehow glorifies God because it provides unity.  But, darkness and light are two distinct entities.  To suggest that the unity can be achieved by having sheep grazing grass while a hungry wolf roams the same field is naive.
 
The church is not a place where there can be a unity of ideas, some coming from God while others come from Satan.  The church must be purely relying upon the Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit.  We must always see the doctrines and behaviors which come from Satan to be incompatible with those from our precious Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

 
APOSTATES DO NOT HAVE THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST: (Jude19)  "These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit."
 
Spiritually sensitive Believers can detect this.  Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself bearethwitness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  The Holy Spirit in us knows if He is in another person.  It is up to us to listen carefully to what the Spirit of God witnesses.  Those brethren who have the gift of discernment can also know. But, there are times when even Godly men do not use the gifts God gave to them, and so an apostate might linger for a long time before being noticed.  
 
When a person's fruits are criticism of the brethren, and dividing the church, there is evidence enough for spiritual investigation.  The fruit of the Spirit is absent, and the enduring characteristic of the love of the Lord Jesus is not evident.  A person who is able to discern spirits can also quickly discover this.  1 Corinthians 12:10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:
 
Paul warned the church at Corinth that they were so weak that they might accept a spirit other than the Holy Spirit of God.  An apostate could be the vehicle which Satan uses to bring such a spirit into the midst of the church.  2 Corinthians 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.
 
 
WHAT WE CAN EXPECT FROM A TRUE APOSTATE
THE ATTACK AGAINST METHODS OF MINISTRY. 
 
In the following pages are additional Scriptural guidelines and cases which further describe apostates.  Some of them clarify our definition of an apostate, while others show how he carries out his demonic agenda.  
 
The manner in which a church carries out the Great Commission ultimately is a target for the apostate.  He wants to hinder the church from achieving the goals which the Lord has set before them.  He has a large vault of resources to choose from.  Church leaders are led by the Spirit of God to see things one way, and apostate sees things another.  Keep in mind that the apostate is an intensely proud person who has difficulty following the leadership of anyone but himself and will seek out any opportune issue to complain.   His goal is to discredit the leadership of a soul-winning church.
 
In the struggle with apostates, it is not unusual for the apostate to quote the views of another religious leader in an effort to "prove" his own position.  This does not mean that the apostate believes the entire belief system of his quoted sage.  It only shows that he will take anyone's views and use them so long as they line up with his own.  
 
An example of this came when an apostate was complaining that his preacher taught that the Lord Jesus could return at any moment, so everyone should endeavor to be ready.  The apostate hated this idea, and felt that the Lord might come in a couple thousand years, but certainly not imminently.  So, to "prove" his point, he kept quoting an ancient Orthodox rabbi who said something like, "We cannot expect Messiah to come for a couple thousand more years."  Of course, the Rabbi did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah in the first place, and secondly, quoting anyone and holding their views higher than Scriptural teaching is a foolish thing to do. But, the apostate shared what he had found in hopes that it would influence people against what the preacher had taught.  
 
In another case the pastor was teaching about the Lord's coming.   An apostate caused a serious division in the church because he quoted a spokesman of the church's denomination who said that anyone who says, "Jesus is coming soon is a false prophet."  The pastor of the church had been preaching from the Word that everyone should be ready because it appears that the Lord could come at any time.  The person quoted by the apostate was a highly respected evangelist who had made that statement almost 40 years prior to the incident.  But, the apostate did not point out to anyone that a more recent quote by the evangelist repudiated his earlier statement.  The quoted evangelist had changed his belief, and was now preaching exactly what the pastor had preached,  An apostate will use whatever he can, quoting out of context, perverting the thoughts of others, or completely manufacturing an alleged quote.
 
Scriptural teachings against the activity of complaining and murmuring is clear and simple, so that the person with the least intelligence in the church can understand.  "Do all things without murmurings and disputings." –Philippians 2:14.
 
 
THEY ARE GENERALLY KNOWN FOR COMPLAINING AND MURMURING
Sometimes when apostates are confronted with the Scriptural teaching against this, they will agree that the Bible says this, but then try to justify themselves by insisting that what they do is not murmuring or complaining.  I have heard some say that it is "constructive criticism," and others insisting that it is helpful teaching, endeavoring to bring brothers and sisters into a more Biblical view.  The fact is, I have never heard of even one of them actually going to the person they criticize in an effort to help them spiritually.  A pastor would be wise to instruct his people that if they have any criticism, they should bring it to the Pastor, and not spread things which could hurt the work of God.  If the people hear this admonition enough from the pulpit, they will begin to see that the hurtful talk of an apostate works against the Lord.  
 
An apostate has to justify his actions in his own mind before he can convincingly afflict others with his ideas. So, in the case of murmuring and complaining, the apostate may contend that speaking his mind is his "right."  Or, he may claim to being doing the will of God in trying to "straighten out the church."  And he can thoroughly convince himself  that he is doing that.
 
Not all people who are fond of criticizing someone else’s actions are demonically afflicted.  For some people who have grown up in homes where there was no balance between praise and rebuke, or where complaints ran as freely as Victoria Falls, it is second nature to them to find fault with everyone and every action.  Of course, that is a very serious problem, usually a problem of the flesh.   But, it is good for church leadership to remember that one or even a few of these characteristics does not conclusively identify a person as an apostate, and all people should be given the opportunity to repent before God.  
 
 
BRINGING IN A SPIRIT OF COMPLAINING AND MURMURING.
When demons get involved, the battle rises to a new and more intense level.  Demons introduce supernatural power into the fight.  Apostates who are demon influenced or possessed cannot be reasoned with.  Many pastors have tried to reason with demon-possessed people, and they have been very disappointed.  Demons can stop up the ears of those they possess, or they can simply overwhelm the pastor trying to win the fight if he comes unprepared.  The whole armor of God is required to victory.  
 
I have witnessed apostates who, when confronted with facts, looked straight ahead as if they didn't even see me, and they acted as if they did not hear anything I had to say.  They had to be commanded to pay attention and to obey the authority of Christ through the pastor or elders who are fighting the battle.    
 
This can easily be discerned as quite different from the actions of the habitual complainer or a critical person who can be reasoned with.   They often repeat their excuses over and over, alleging that they have faith in God, and are simply contributing their observations to help the church (which is obviously untrue).

 
APOSTATES TAKE A DANGEROUS PATH WHEN THEY COMPLAIN   The Bible makes a very clear statement that warns of judgment against the apostate.
James 5:9  Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.  [The original Greek translated in the KJV, as ‘grudge not…‘ literally means, “Complain not…”].  The chastening of the Lord would be certain for those who chose to disobey His command against complaining.  
 
 

 THE APOSTATE WANTS TO BE SEEN AS A GODLY PERSON
One typical deception used by Satan is to claim that the evil actions of the apostate are actually innocent, and God-given works.  Most people afflicted by critical spirits actually believe they are saying only what God wants them to say.  They sometimes will be reluctant to use the Name of our Savior Jesus, but will mention their relationship to "God."  (And one must seek out to which "God" they are attributing this misuse of the tongue).  
 
As with most other afflictions by Satan, a spiritually discerning and sensitive Christian can detect the presence of the demon without the afflicted person saying one word.  There is a strong sense of discomfort in their presence, and a witness from the Spirit of God says that the enemy is close at hand.  However, for the sake of those who do not have the gift of discerning spirits (1 Corinthians 12:10), we have provided a number of signs that can easily be observed.  
 
This is not something which may be ignored or taken lightly.  Satan means business, and will be actively pursuing those whom he may devour.  Biblical action must take place, or else the Godly effectiveness of the local church will be greatly damaged, if not destroyed.
 
Consider the authority which Jesus gives to His servants:
Demons can be cast out.
Demons can be bound.
Demons can be starved out through cutting off their victory.
 
 
HOW A CRITICAL SPIRIT CAN DRAIN A CHURCH OF POWER
The apostate will almost always be known for his secret or open criticism of certain people within the church, eventually targeting the pastor.  Complaints against the pastor usually are not the first signs of this endeavor.  In fact, one common strategy of the devil is to make the pastor his friend.  In the beginning, the apostate will make himself available to help the pastor in as many ways as possible.  He will want people to think that he is a close assistant to the pastor.  To the pastor himself, he may appear as a good and loyal friend.  However, once the perception of being a close friend of the pastor has been accepted by the people, he will begin to complain about him.    
 
Critical spirits present a terrible danger to the local church, and work of God.  It is the devil’s goal to “divide and conquer” the brethren. Although having critical behavior can come from a person's fallen nature, or the carnal man, there is also a literal being, an evil spirit, whose specialty is in criticizing and tearing down the testimony of true Believers.  It is this supernatural evil spirit which often provides additional power to the apostate.  
 
The behavior of criticism, either from a backslidden Christian, or a demon-possessed apostate is clearly described in the Word.
 
When Believers are thinking bad thoughts against each other, they are not praying for one another.  James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
 
If they are not praying for one another, they are not loving one another.  1 John 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
 
    
If they are not loving one another, they are not in fellowship with the Lord.  1 John 1:6If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 1 John 1:7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light , we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin
 
If they are not in fellowship with the Lord, they are powerless to accomplish His will.  John 15:5I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without  Me ye can do nothing.
 
An important factor for pastors to consider is that certain demons often specialize in their activities.  In the Gospels we read about "deaf and dumb spirits."  We also read of spirits which are sent to tempt the most spiritual people with sin.  There are spirits of laziness, or greed, and, of course, of complaining and murmuring.  Spirits of complaining and murmuring are usually spirits which target weak and spiritually sick people first.  Like a lion stalking a prey, the devil looks first of all for those who are easiest to destroy.  Consequently, you will find few pastors and church leaders in strong Bible-focused church who are involved in murmuring and complaining.  (They attract different types of spirits which afflict or tempt them).
 
A critical spirit almost always teams up with an apostate.  Apostates have a weakness toward judging other people in a critical, not helpful, way.
 
The critical spirit condemns the actions of others in subtle ways so as to set brother against brother.  It builds up animosity, disappointment, and doubt against other Christians, especially against those with any leadership positions in the church—sometimes by overt statements that the other person isn’t spiritually right, and other times through subtle, sly questions that plant a seed of doubt about another Believer’s sincerity to God or even their salvation.  One clear objective of the critical spirit is to undermine that powerful agape love that Christians ought to have between each another.
  
SIGNS OF A CRITICAL SPIRIT.  
1.  The critical spirit implies that the apostate has superior standards and authority to judge others.   The apostate openly implies that he has this right – even a duty – and that he is closer to God than others.  Keep in mind that the apostate tries to establish a reputation of being closer to God than others, by his alleged dreams, visions, or false humility, and he will use that reputation to convince other people that God, working through him, can see faults that they cannot see. 
 
This makes the apostate think that he has a mandate from God to criticize others.  People who are afflicted with a critical spirit are certain that they are doing the will of God and know what it is.  This is often supported by their dreams, visions, or personal  “Bible Studies” which make them feel they have achieved a higher level and deeper spiritual insight than others.  They are usually proud and stubborn people.
 
While claiming to be serving God, the apostate comes to an incomplete and unspiritual conclusion regarding his "church work."  For an example, on the issue of soul-winning, his idea of giving "a testimony" is usually weak and incomplete, often exalting his own efforts rather than putting all glory to the Lord.  In any supposed witnessing situation he will not ask a person to commit their lives to the Lord, and stops short of requesting immediate action on what he has told someone about the Lord.   When coupled with his normally critical and sometimes offensive language, he does not present the Gospel in a way which is effective to lost people.
  
2.  The critical spirit often helps to establish a false humility in an apostate.  This makes the apostate think he has a right and spiritual duty to criticize others.  (Typically, they will tell others, “I don’t know everything, and I have a lot to learn….BUT….”  and then they proceed to tear down someone else, assuming that no one could detect that the humble statement that preceded the criticism was not genuine).  SOME humility is false, and is not a Godly humility.  Apostates are generally proud and self-exalting individuals who put on a cloak of humbleness as a disguise.   
 
Colossians 2:22-23  Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?  Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.
 
Everyone I have met who embraced a critical spirit would be quick to put on a false front of humbleness.  They are likely to say, “I have faults of my own, and I have a lot of things to work on,” or, “I don’t do everything right, but….” etc.).  The demon tempts both the apostate and genuine Christian into thinking that they are truly humble, and as such, the demon makes them think it is their duty to speak up against anyone else...whom the demon convinces them...is proud.
 
3. The critical spirit causes a person to think more highly of themselves than they ought.   Romans 12:3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
 
The critical spirit leads apostates to think they have the right to criticize others.  They begin to think they know the answers and solutions to everyone else’s ministry and calling.  Many pastors don’t have a complete, true Biblical concept of the duties and responsibilities of every ministry in the Church, and most will freely admit that they are learning all the time.  Yet, people who are afflicted by a critical spirit will reveal an egotism which manifests itself by the attitude that they know what other people ought to do and say in every aspect of ministry.  
 
Once a critical spirit begins, it will not stop with condemnation of one person doing one thing he disagrees with.  The apostate becomes obsessed with finding more faults to add to his list of criticisms.  Seeking to find the faults of others becomes an obsession.  Left unchecked, it will eventually ooze into a criticism of many people's ministries, personalities, beliefs, and weaknesses, so that it gives the appearance that no one does things right except the person who is demonically afflicted.  “Everybody is out of step with God’s will, (except for me),”  is the bottom line, and is the thought the devil will ultimately lead them to.  If the apostate cannot find a known sin, he will invent one.  
 
  
4. The critical spirit blinds and can make the afflicted person deaf.  This allows them to think they are right, no matter what anyone else says.  When truly afflicted, an apostate will not hear nor take into consideration facts which may be readily known.  There is no thoughtfulness that says, “Maybe I don’t know all the circumstances, or the whole situation.”  Instead, there is a blindness that blocks out facts, and deafness which refuses to hear.  He is not interested in knowing deeds and words to which he might not have had access.  The afflicted person cannot comprehend anything but whatever is said that appears to strengthen the demon’s pre-established views.
 
In one case a precious Christian lady about 40 years of age who was brought to church for many years re-dedicated her life to the Lord, and decided that God wanted her to help with the older nursery children.  She did this faithfully, despite the fact that she was afflicted with the disease multiple sclerosis, and was very physically limited.  Many people were blessed by her commitment, and the loving and caring way in which she carried out her responsibilities.  HOWEVER, there was one person in the church who decided to condemn her.  He said that while all the other teachers visited their students each month, she didn’t.  So, he embarked on a campaign to tear her down, saying that she shouldn’t be helping in the nursery unless she could do what everyone else did.  He didn’t see her overcoming her handicap as a victory for the Lord, but instead condemned her for not doing everything that others did.
 
Apostates typically use the statement, “I don’t see—or feel—the Spirit of God working in this church, or in this person's ministry.”  Throughout the past many years of ministry, this has be one very common sign of a critical spirit.  If reason and logic would work in the life of an apostate, he could be stopped simply by being confronted with the facts.  
 
In the past, I have tried to reason with individuals who insisted that God was not working.  Presented to the apostate was the fact that someone seated in church very close to them, perhaps even on the same aisle, got saved, or rededicated their lives at the very same service where they insisted the Spirit of God wasn’t felt.  When asked,  "Why did someone very near you recognized God working, but you didn't ?"   In this case, the apostate stared expressionless, and began speaking of something else, as if he did not hear the question at all.  
 
Confronting an apostate with facts requiring logic or reasoning often go completely unheard.  They would be deaf to it, and could not understand that this was proof that the Spirit of God truly was there and was working.  But they could not realize the precious work of the Holy Spirit themselves due to their affliction, and continued in their insistence that something was wrong with the preacher, with the music, or something else that kept the Spirit of God from ministering.
 
Indeed, those who are afflicted probably did NOT recognize the work of the Holy Spirit in such services.  They had tuned Him out, and were listening to an evil spirit as they utilized their weapon of criticism.  This does not mean that an apostate is sitting in church half-asleep.  In fact, he is usually quite busy with other things.  Many will even take notes of where the pastor skips a Scripture, or uses bad grammar, or uses an illustration they didn’t like.  Others will close their Bible, and will look around seeking to find some fault in others in the congregation, closing their heart to the Word with the attitude, “No sense in listening since he isn’t going to give me what I want, anyway.”  In Westernized churches, more and more people are sitting in their seats while using cell-pones, iPads, iPods, or other electronic devices, only halfway hearing the message from God's Word.   The blindness and deafness they are afflicted with warps the apostate's grasp on reality.  
 
 
5. The critical spirit often hides under a mask of caring.  This gives observers the idea that apostates are doing something for God, when their actions are merely designed to convince others of their false spiritual goodness.   
 
Obviously, we should be doing good deeds if we are saved.  They are required by the Lord.  But, the focus of a person afflicted by a critical spirit is usually one that points glory back to self-glory.  Such people are quick to defend themselves by pointing out what they have done “for the Lord.”  That defense is not normal for the Christian who is in a right relationship with the Lord, because the true Christian is very conscious that any good things which he has done have actually been accomplished by God doing them through him.
 
If a member has complained against someone in the church, the right thing would be for him to deal with the person directly, as in Matthew 18.  Failing to do that, he should not speak about his complaint to anyone except the pastor.  If he comes to you without speaking to anyone else about his complaint is almost always means that he is not an apostate, and simply wants a situation to be corrected.
 
 
6. The critical spirit does not Biblically confront the individuals he feels have offended him by their activities.  As most Christians know, if we have something against a brother, we are REQUIRED BY GOD’S COMMAND go to that person ALONE, and if the person will not receive what we are saying, two others are to be brought along  (Matthew 18:15-19).  It is a rare occasion when the demonically afflicted person will go to the person he is secretly condemning, and tell the person Biblically that they are wrong, and how they can correct it.  That hardly ever happens.  As a pastor, you must remind the apostate that he is required by the Lord to handle someone else's alleged sin the way the Bible commands it to be done.  
 
In the extremely rare case where he does, it is even more rare that it is followed up by a visit of two elders in the church who can determine the reliability of the accusations.  To follow that Biblical principle of Matthew 18 would render the demon’s work a total loss.  The demon does not want people making peace or settling issues.  He wants people to throw stones, condemn, and divide.  Doing things according to Matthew 18:15-17 would bring people to the truth.   Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.
 
 7. The critical spirit defends its “right“ to be heard.  “This is a free country, and I am entitled to express my views,” is typical of what an afflicted person says when confronted with the error of his or her ways.  The plan involves planting seeds of doubt in the minds of God’s people about others in the church, usually against those in leadership.  This is done slowly, and if the afflicted person himself (or herself) is saved, they are not conscious that they are helping to carry out a demonically calculated plan.
 
The demon, at first, does not want to be heard by too many people.  His method of choice is to privately tutor individuals he thinks he can influence.  This way, he can place favors and charm before his victims in hopes of a more favorable hearing.  This evil plan calls for doing things for people that makes them feel indebted to the apostate.  To some Believers these good deeds may appear to be the work of an angel of God. That incorrect feeling is enhanced as the apostate speaks of many good deeds he is doing for others.  At first, it appears to be genuine, sincere, and without malice.  However, after a short time, it becomes obvious that the demon simply wanted to gain credibility that he hopes will be influential in furthering his divisiveness of the brethren.
 
 THE DEVIL CREATES AN APOSTATE
 
IT BEGINS WITH A LACK OF FAITH.  
At the beginning of his use by Satan, an apostate is much like the man who stands on the boat dock with one foot on the dock and the other on the boat, claiming that he was about to go across the lake in the boat. When the boat begins to pull away, he has to make a decision. The apostate will always pull back to where he stood before supposedly becoming a Christian.  It takes complete faith to ride Christ's salvation boat to Heaven, and the apostate did not truly commit 100% of his faith to the Lord Jesus.  He always had some reservations, and they were held very secretly until sometimes many years later.  He may agree to good Bible doctrine, but it has never been received in the heart.
 
This helps us to understand why it becomes so easy for the devil to create an apostate. Partial faith sometimes gives a person a false sense of security (“I have faith in Jesus,” they say). But, since it is incomplete faith, they will be disappointed when their prayers are not answered, or certain expected blessings of God are not coming upon them. The Bible is clear. James 1:6-8 says:
“But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
 
The apostate's disappointment in the areas of prayer and blessings can lead to frustration with God, and jealousy toward those who have actually given their all to the Lord. The demon assigned to his case encourages him to criticize others as a way to get his mind off from his failures trying to act like a Christian.  
 
The next phase in the apostate's digression is to feel anger toward God and some of His people because of his frustration.   Of course, if he is still active in the church, he will hide his anger and frustration from others as long as he can. But, the incomplete faith issue is one which, if detected early, can sound an alarm which should cause church elders to prayerfully attempt to bring the person to full faith in Christ and warn God's people of what might be ahead.
  
In a day when “evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. . . “ (2 Timothy 3:13), it is the obligation of every Christian who oversees the flock of God – whether as a pastor, evangelist, a minister of visitation, a teacher, a youth worker, a bus pastor, or children's church worker – to be Biblically armed against the dangers of apostates.
 
Define the attributes of an apostate. Know how to recognize one.  Understand the conditions which make an apostate, and the behavior of a sinner throughout the time he grows into a full fledged apostate.  Recognize the terrible losses which an apostate can bring to a church.  Our study of apostates is not designed to precipitate a witch hunt on anyone who might not agree with you over every point of doctrine. The teachings of God's Word regarding apostates are specific and clear. There should be no false accusations or verbal battering of a brother who might have some minor doctrinal flaw or personality conflict with you.
 
Romans 10:10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
 
 
4. PROTECTING THE SHEEP
THE ROLE OF A GOOD SHEPHERD UNDER CHRIST
 
After studying the character of an apostate and how difficult it is to repair the damage he has done, the devil would like to step in and depress us with the idea that we cannot win.  To the contrary, we are already victors through the Lord Jesus.  Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.
If you enjoy winning, the information given to us in the Bible should excite you and fill you with appreciation for all the promises which God has delivered to you.  But, you must be willing to obey what the Bible says.
 
REMOVE THE APOSTATE FROM THE PROTECTION OF THE LORD.   This does not mean he should pray for bad things to come to the apostate.  To the contrary, a good pastor would rather see the apostate saved.  But, the pastor has authority over the sheep.  
1 Timothy 1:20  Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.
 
The purpose of removing protection from them is not to punish them (that is the Lord's work), but to help them toward repentance.  The Bible does not make it clear whether Hymenaeus actually learned, or not.  But he was given the best opportunity to learn the grace and will of God which he might have been deaf to previously.  We cannot force a person to learn what sin they had done and to repent over it, but we can give them the best opportunity to repent over it.
 

 DETERMINE THE LEVEL OF DEMONIC ACTIVITY SURROUNDING THE APOSTATE.  Some people are always complaining.  They were brought up by complaining parents, and that was their examples at home.  That does not make them apostates, but only gives them one characteristic of one.  
 
Verification of demonic activity and fruit which hurts God's work is important to establishing whether they are apostates, or not.  Without demonic involvement, the person's anti-Christ behavior might be caused by other sources.  They could be mentally deranged, brainwashed by some false religion, upbringing, or there could be other causes.  The fully mature apostate is empowered by Satan, and has spirits of anti-Christ either in him or surrounding him.  
 
It is important to VERIFY demonic presence and activity.  In many cases, a pastor will have the gift of spiritual discernment, and will be alerted to these demons.  However, it is easy to become so emotionally involved in a case where people have slandered you, or your family, or hurt the work of God, that even with the spiritual gift of discernment, you could be influenced by emotions rather than fact.  
 
Therefore, a church leader should seek the assistance of another person with spiritual discernment who can confirm or deny this.  Where two Believers who have the gift of spiritual discernment agree that the person is demon possessed, or at least has been used by demonic powers, along with the other characteristics shown in the Bible, it would imply with more probability that the person is actually an apostate.  
 
Example:  Pastor C had been betrayed and verbally attacked by Mr. M.  The pastor had seen serious damage to the church and his own testimony caused by the false rumors started and carried by Mr. M.  Pastor C was certain that Mr. M is an apostate, and felt the presence of demons every time Mr. M was nearby.  However, before binding the demons or casting out the apostate from the church, Pastor C sought the confirmation of Sister Green, who was known to have the gift of discerning spirits.  She had no reason to be emotionally prejudiced before using her gift.
 
After serious prayer and fasting, Sister Green asked the Lord for help to do this on the following Sunday.  After services, she came to Pastor C with her conclusion.  She explained to him that she definitely recognized the presence of demons.
 
Pastor C exclaimed, "That is what I thought, also.  Mr. M is demon influenced or possessed."  Sister Green quickly clarified her observation.  "I said I felt the presence of demons.  But, the demons were in Mr. M's wife, not Mr. M himself."  The pastor was shocked, and had to acknowledge before God that he had allowed his own feelings to interfere with the discovery process.  The fact was later determined that it was Mrs. M who was the true apostate, and that she was merely using her husband as an instrument to bring damage against the Lord's work.  Both people were dangerous and were hurting the work of God, but only Mrs. M was directly empowered and guided by evil spirits.  Mr. M was guided, or intimidated into action by his wife. 
 
Pastors or other church leaders would be wise to obtain a confirmation revealing any demonic activity, since human feelings can sometimes lead even the most sincere Believer to a wrong conclusion.  And especially if a pastor leads someone to believe that another member is demon possessed when they are not, a lot of people could be led to act in an unBiblical manner.
 
Demons generally do not want Spirit-filled Christians to know they are present.  An apostate's true malicious character and actions, is disguised as much as possible, but usually surfaces and repeats attempts to disrupt God's work over and over again.  It is through this repetition of certain characteristic types of sin, and the pattern of behavior that enables the Christian observer to have a better idea about who is truly an apostate.
 
Jesus warned the Church.  Some critics will doubt this, suggesting that an apostate cannot be detected at all.  If this was true, we would not have the Holy Spirit spending so much significant time in the Word informing us how an apostate acts.  Jesus made clear who His disciples were, and who they were not, on numerous occasions.
 
We live in an age where apostates abound, and are growing in numbers.  There is a dramatic increase in churches which are not discipling their members, and since they are not being anchored in the Word of God, these members become more vulnerable to the attacks from the devil.  Satan has a much larger pool of potential apostates than ever before.  Weakened from the lack of true Biblical nourishment, there are spiritually weak people from formerly Bible believing and practicing churches that would fall for the lies of the devil and turn against the true work of God.
 
They not only will affect the churches where we minister, but, if defeated in your church, they will go to other churches throughout the community.  They may leave one church and approach another, carrying a false report of how they had been maliciously hurt by the pastor and people of the church and then attach themselves to your own.  They want to appear as dedicated Sunday School workers, deacons, or even as pastors and evangelists.  Jesus identifies the true people of God.
 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  Matthew 7:20
 
By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another.John 13:35.
 
  
WHERE DO APOSTATES COME FROM ?
They most often come from within the church, as people who once seemed faithful, but have a change of mind about the church and its leadership.  There is a degenerating evil process which leads a person to open themselves up to demonic powers and the role of being an apostate.
 
At other times, apostates come from other churches where they encountered enough Godly opposition that they left that church.  Most pastors welcome new people who enter the church.  If the pastor quizzes them about their faith in Christ, they quickly vow that they have received the Lord as Savior, and love to serve Him.  If the pastor asks why they left their previous church(es), most will tell a tale that says they were hurt, insulted, or treated unfairly.  Pastors usually are satisfied with those answers because they want more members, so the apostate has won the sympathy of the pastor.  Quite often, the reason they were moving from their former church is that their efforts as apostates failed.  It is a good thing to know the people who are coming to your church.  Speak with their previous pastor.  He may be able to inform you of things that could save you some major troubles later on.  Those "nice people" who want to serve God at your church might have a hidden agenda.  So examine their testimony and see if it matches their claims.
 
  
THE ROLE OF THE PASTOR: THE CONTINUING FIGHT
 
EXPECT THE ATTACKS OF SATAN TO EVENTUALLY BECOME PERSONAL.
 
ATTACKS AGAINST OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS ARE LIKELY.  These attacks can include rumors, exposure of past sins, demonic attacks designed to terrorize.  It is an unusual thing when the devil does not include the pastor's family in his attacks.  He can expect unusual occurrences and hurtful arrows to fly against his family.  
 
HURTFUL ATTACKS ON THE CHARACTER OF YOUR FAMILY AND THEIR TESTIMONIES SHOULD BE ANTICIPATED.  The pastor's family can expect that one or more of their family will be the targets of Satan in an effort to destroy their Christian testimony.  Family members should be taught to encourage one another, and look forward to winning the victory through the greater power of the Lord.
 
But, before that happens, family members sometimes lose friends.  They can expect this, and realize that it is one of the things that Satan does to make a Believer's life more difficult.  But, it must be emphasized that the loss of friends, whether temporary or permanent, is the result of the devil's work, and each family member should consider how they can get vengeance upon him for doing this.  2 Corinthians 10:6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.  The pastor should encourage his family members to find ways they can repay the devil for his evil deeds.
 
 
DEMONIC ATTACKS CAN BRING FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY.  When a fully mature apostate is involved in any attack on God's work, demons are almost always involved.  They can bring about unusual developments, some of which may never have been experienced by the pastor's family.  
 
For an example, while in the midst of a battle against apostates, one pastor had an unusual occurrence.  As he and his wife were preparing to go to bed at night, a sudden surge of wind erupted, and papers, books, and other articles flew off the shelf in their bedroom.  A cold chill filled the air, and an ungodly presence was felt by both of them.  Since there was no fan, and all windows were closed, there was no logical explanation for this.  It certainly fit into the arena of what demons might do in order to instill fear into the hearts of those who might be receptive to it.  
 
Many pastors, when confronted with the most severe church problems become depressed.  The pastor would sleep for extensive periods of time, eat little, and mope around the house, not doing his duties as pastor, nor as head of the house.  After attempts to cheer up her husband which had worked in the past, one pastor's wife took note that nothing seemed to help.  The depression was induced by an evil spirit sent for that purpose.  She fasted and prayed for two days, and upon completion of her pledge, she commanded the demons to leave, and her husband was restored to his normal self.
 
In several cases, there were demonic attacks upon the children.  Most of the time, the pastor was aware of what had been taking place, and he quickly responded to the demons with commands that sent them fleeing.  However, in one case where the pastor was not familiar with how to deal with such spirits, the pastors saw his children become more and more disobedient, resentful, and rebellious.  It took a spiritually mature elder to analyze what was occurring, and when he told the pastor, they prayed and then commanded the demons to leave.  There was a dramatic restoration to normalcy in the children from that point.
 
It is not unusual for a pastor who faces an apostate's challenge for the first, or even second time, to be somewhat fearful.  The combat is real, and most soldiers feel the same way during their first few confrontations with the enemy.  But, when the pastor follows God's will, he will see that fear dissipate.  At first, confronting demon possessed people may cause a never before encountered fear, where he is unable to even speak aloud, is almost paralyzed physically, experiences extreme heat or cold sensations, and the hairs on his body stand up as if he was suddenly confronted by a giant.  But, once he realizes he experiences the power of God easily overcoming the enemy, he will grow more confident and assured.
 
The pastor's role carries heavy responsibility.  Not only must he give an account for the sheep given to his care, but he must especially care for his family, and their unique needs.  The stress of being in a pastor's family, a fish-bowl for all to see, can be stressful enough under normal conditions.  But, when a pastor's family is attacked by evil spirits designed to throw them off track from being faithful to God, it makes the condition even more difficult.  So, both a pastor's wife and his children must bear with their father lovingly and prayerfully as he fights the attacks against God's work.
 
When children are mature enough to understand spiritual things (the physical age will vary), they should have the facts about evil spirits explained to them.  Trying to cover over the facts of spiritual warfare from Christian children is a disservice that can have negative consequences later in life.
 
The pastor's wife is especially vulnerable to experiencing consequences to the spiritual warfare involving apostates.  Since women are usually more emotional creatures of God, they tend to be moved to extremes when they deal with such things.  Sometimes they will feel sorry for the apostate who is possibly a "friend" or even a relative, and will defend them.  Other women, seeing the hurt caused by the apostate will be filled with anger and even hatred.  Both extremes need to watched carefully by the pastor so that he can lead his wife to the right relationship with the Lord.
 
I have known of pastors who have refused to discuss anything related to spiritual battles with their wives, assuming that they could not cope with the issues.  Although in some cases, a pastor's wife is truly weak and incapable, most cases require that the pastor should be completely open and truthful regarding what he is having to deal with.  A pastor's wife is called to be a helpmeet to her husband, and if she is not aware of what work he is doing, and how severe the pressure are upon him, she cannot fulfill her calling from God.
 
The pastor must be not only the spiritual leader of the church, but also of the family, and that requires specific actions especially when he is involved in spiritual warfare.  The pastor is responsible to put a shield, a hedge, around his family.  This is accomplished through prayer, and using the authority God has given him.
 
Some men married wives who do not sympathize with his work.  In fact a wife who is not committed to the Lord can work against her husband just as much as an apostate.  If that pastor is truly called of God to be a pastor, he will also be given the tools to complete his work.  The Lord, by His grace, will give him that extra strength and compassion from the Lord Jesus Himself.  
 
God spoke against the false prophets of Israel who failed to create a hedge to protect God's children, Israel.  Ezekiel 13:3-5  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!  O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts.  Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD.   A wise pastor will not make the same error.
 
The oppressive spirits which an apostate sends to the house of a pastor must be repulsed by the power of God.  Some spirits are stronger than others and require more of a commitment.  When the disciples could not cast out the strong evil spirit in the suicidal boy brought by his father, Jesus told them that, "...this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting."  (Matthew 17:21).   It is often a good decision to include others to pray with the pastor for total and complete victory.
 
Although the battle might appear too fierce for the local pastor to win, we are anchored to the wonderful promises of God which assure us of victory when we follow God's plans.  Luke 10:19  Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  1 John 4:4  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.
 
It is of utmost importance that the pastor does whatever is necessary to protect his family.  It has an even higher priority than protecting the church, because this is where he eats, and sleeps, rests, and prays.  It is where he has refuge from the trial outside his castle.  If he cannot obtain these things in his own home, he will have a difficult task trying to liberate his sheep at church from the wolf.
 
Spiritually discerning wives will create a place of certainty and reassurance for him in the home.  His children should delight him with their faithful prayers and love for the Lord.  And he, in turn, must protect them from the enemy as the power and knowledge of God works through him.
 
 
 
BE WATCHFUL, EARLY RECOGNITION PAYS OFF
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
 
 
A pastor who quickly detects sin in the church will seek to restore the sinner to the Lord, and endeavor to strengthen him in the Lord.  Some pastors have futilely attempted to help apostates repent and seek the help of the Lord.  In the earlier stages of a person becoming an apostate, he will often try to convince others of the sincerity of his repentance over some wrong-doing.  He may actually feel sorry over what he has done.  But, when he continually does it after his first repentance, his listening ability to the Holy Spirit diminishes, and his conscience become increasingly numb.  Absalom used his acceptance into the palace of his father to sway the Israelites into thinking that he had truly reformed.  However, each passing day made him less and less sensitive to David, to the point where he would have killed his own father.
 
An apostate's "repentance" is usually different from those who genuinely repent.  They use repentance (when such incidents occur) as a banner of pride.  They let others see it as a statement, not of humbleness before God, but as an announcement that says, "I am right before God now, so I should be able to start again where i left off and have influence over you."  Such outward-only "repentance" is nothing more than an act, another way of expressing the powerful self-will of such a person.
 
There is a distinction between worldly repentance and Godly repentance.  Godly repentance changes a person's life.  2 Corinthians 7:10  For Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. Godly repentance results in a change of behavior.  The worldly form of repentance seeks only to obtain sympathy or to deceive others.  
 
 
 
CATCH AN APOSTATE'S BEHAVIOR BEFORE IT DEVELOPS INTO A CHURCH-WIDE PROBLEM
Apostates are made from people who once openly supported the Lord Jesus and gave allegiance to His Word.  While these later become vile enemies of God's ministry, they are difficult to find until they have already begun to damage God's flock.  They are often difficult to recognize because they are still flaunting the badges of honor which they once obtained in a previous time.  Many people think that if they were faithful in the past they will always be faithful.  
 
Pastors and full time workers should be vigilant, ready to spot the enemy before any further damage is done.  Although some pastors consider themselves "watchmen," they have failed to sound the trumpet of warning about apostates working in the church time and again.   
 
We can minimize their damage if they are recognized and dealt with quickly. This writer knows of a pastor who confided in and depended upon two deacons who were apostates for a period of two years before he discovered that they were instruments of the devil working against the work of God.  They had opportunity to gather support during this period of time, and when they were greatly agitated by the Word, they attacked the brethren !  Close to fifty percent of the people in the church left, because these apostates had gained the confidence of the people over a period of time while they operated unnoticed by the pastor or other leaders.  They successfully divided half of the brethren against another half over minor issues which should never have been brought into such importance.  And, those who left the church did not leave because of the issues.  Most left because the apostate had made the atmosphere of the church uncomfortable for worship or learning.
 
Another similar situation occurred with a women who was an apostate.  At the church she attended the Lord was doing great things.  People were being saved, baptized, and the church was on good financial footing.  Apparently convicted over the Word, and churned up, the woman began to complain and murmur extensively.  This lasted over the ministries of three pastors, eventually causing a deterioration of membership, no new souls being saved, and financial backing almost completely disintegrated.  
 
At last report, the once blessed church had three families which regularly attended. The pastor's family, the song-leader's family, and the woman's family were the only ones left.  And, she was busy complaining about all of the others !  Decisive action was not taken soon enough, and Satan won the victory !
 
 
 
IT IS THE DUTY OF PASTORS AND ELDERS TO WARN THE PEOPLE
A church may have many wonderful, dedicated Christians in it.  But, unless the pastor decisively deals with the wolves who are attacking his sheep, he may lose them all !  Leadership decisions of this type are of vital importance to the ongoing work of the church.  Fighting off wolves is not the basic function of the sheep, and the pastor/shepherd should recognize that ! 
 
Do you remember that most animals in captivity have a great many fears to overcome before they are able to reproduce ?  Some never have reproduced in captivity. Sheep, too, find it very difficult to reproduce (bear fruit) when under a siege of fear.  This fear can be removed measurably by a pastor whom the sheep can trust to cast off dangerous beasts.  The pastor can develop that trust through faithful preaching and teaching of the word, exercising his faith, and using the authority that God has given him to care for the sheep.
 
Apostates can be dealt with effectively.  Discarding any favorite formula for such dealings, let us cling to the clear teachings and warnings of the Word !  Apostates should be overcome by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, through instruments who recognize their enemy, and depend solely upon Jesus' power and wisdom to do the overcoming.  

 
Christians are too unacquainted with the character of our enemy, the devil, and therefore, these adversaries are not detected quickly enough.  Most Christians completely understand that the devil is bad and tempts people.   But, they are not aware of how clever and subtle the devil can be.   If someone came into a church with a bad attitude and a false doctrine, a pastor might suspect him of some malicious plan.  But most apostates grow within the local church, are respected, have friends, and usually are quite active in it, and thus are not suspected until the damage toll is overwhelming.  
 
Paul reminded the elders of the church at Ephesus of this fact.  Acts 20:30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.
 
The Spirit-filled Christian must know that the Holy Spirit that is in him is more powerful than all the power of the enemy, and should become familiar with the wiles of the devil that are so clearly described in God's Word.      "...greater is He that is in the you than he that is in the world"(I John 4:4b).
 
 
 
DO NOT IGNORE THE POSSIBILITY OF APOSTATES IN YOUR CHURCH.  
The preceding characteristics are given for practical use, and should not to be stored away in a mental file cabinet.  It may seem like the easy road to ignore those who show every proof of being apostates.  But, in the long run, the apostate will create many fights and battles, and the pastor will regret ignoring the apostate in the first place.  Our time is short and the Lord will be returning soon.  We must use our time wisely and fight the good fight of faith.  These things are for the edification of the church...and, above all others, pastors and church leaders should be familiar with them !
 
The Church's failure to recognize apostates and have a permissive attitude toward them has certainly been a factor which has held back true revival in many churches and Bible colleges.  But permissiveness is not the only factor.
 
There can be many failures along the way.  Some cannot be easily avoided, but others can.  If a church is taught by the pastor and elders to stop all complaining talk and bad attitudes against the brethren, it creates an atmosphere where the members are not going to tolerate the complaining or bad spirit which an apostates tries to develop.  James 5:9  Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold the judge standeth before the door.  The word translated into English, "Grudge" literally means, "to sigh over, groan about, or complain about."  God commands us not to do it.
 
To discover what brought about such sin in the first place, we must look to ourselves.  The Lord did not withdraw His Spirit from the Tabernacle without cause.  Nor does He withdraw the spirit of revival from churches without a good reason.  And, each time, the reason is our sin !  It is a sin that instructions (such as not to complain) which are so plainly taught in the Word are absent from many of our churches today, so that much time is taken up with minor differences and squabbling which just bring disgrace to the Name of Christ.
 
Is there bitterness among the people ?  That can be a starting point for apostates.  They must turn all such things over to the Lord, repenting of their own sins.  Such attitudes will afflict many others around them, and actually cause some people to become apostates.  Hebrews 12:15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;
  
Apostates ARE described in the Word and the descriptions are given so that God's people would not be overcome by wolves.  But, most Christians do not understand the things which are given to pastors to preach and teach. The Book of Jude is like a manual on the character of wolves, and needs to be faithfully expounded to the sheep.   
 
From the most elementary understanding about our enemy to the more complex issues of how to deal with him, Jude is much like a training book for a new shepherd that had never seen a wolf before.  It is meant to educate him in what to look for, and what to do to keep the sheep together.  A new shepherd who had been given the responsibility of caring for another man's sheep would be horribly guilty if he did not take this book seriously.
 
The description given of these wolves might lead some naive people to think that there are few apostates in the world today.  The opposite is true.  In these Last Days, there are probably more than at any time in history.  The problem is that they are more subtle, and fewer are being detected.  Satan is a master-deceiver, so, "it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness."2 Corinthians 11:15a.  With the power of the world becoming more aggressive, we should be realistic about our view of apostates.  So long as God's work is present and His sheep are here, the wolves will also be present, looking to be fed.  
 
Consider these facts:
1. There is a set number of fallen angels.  God is not creating more angels, as far as we know.  So, the number of angels remains the same.
2.  Satan's strategy in the past has been to attack churches by sending evil spirits to divide and discourage.  He did not have to send evil spirits so much to churches which compromised the truth and were not Biblical.  He already had defeated them.  But, he did send his spirits to churches which posed a threat to him by their soul-winning efforts and edification ministries.
3.  There are fewer churches today that pose a threat to the devil.
4.  Since there are fewer targets to attack, Satan has more fallen angels to send to each of the remaining faithful churches.  
5. If you are a faithful pastor of a faithful church, please understand that there are more demons available to attack your church than were available 50 years ago.  
 
That means that churches which did not receive direct demonic attack before now have a much higher probability that they will be attacked now.  There are more fallen angels to do that terrible work against God's Bride.
 
 The thrust of Paul's message here is that the apostate is cleverly disguised, whatever his position might appear to be.  It is startling that many people who are assumed to be vibrant, dedicated Christians today are actually at some stage of apostasy.  It is a significant characteristic of the last days church.  
 
2 Thessalonians 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first  [apostasia], and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.   If our eyes are finally opened, perhaps it will stir us to lead more people to Jesus Christ rather than just to the formalities of 'religion,' or the church !
 
 
 
AN APOSTATE IS A DANGEROUS WOLF
God used an old saint to open my eyes to apostates many years ago.  When I asked if it was possible to actually know who they were, he replied, "If he has a tail like a wolf, a nose like a wolf, a growl like a wolf, smells like a wolf, and has teeth like a wolf; even if he fervently insists that he is a sheep, it would be an awfully foolish shepherd that would treat him like a sheep !!"  I will always be thankful to that simple observation.  
 
We are warned about apostates.  Jesus said, "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  Ye shall know them by their fruits."   Matthew 7:15, 16a.
THE FALLOUT FROM TAKING ACTION AGAINST APOSTATES
When a pastor has made every effort to bring an apostate to the Lord, and the apostate refuses to turn to Him, the pastor and leaders in the church then must hear from God to know what should be done about the person.  A wide variety of actions are possible, but we must hear directly from the Lord to know the exact path we should take.  
 
When injured, a frightened lamb will pleadingly tell its shepherd, "Get rid of that wolf !"  Getting them to leave the church is an easy task.  Some are willing to go and are looking for an excuse that they can twist before the community to ruin the testimony of the church.  (Some tearfully lament, "Those horrible people threw me out of the church and they made false accusations against me that have turned my entire family into emotional wrecks and I am scarred for life.")  
 
We live in an evil time.  In the United States each year there are news accounts of some malicious burglar who enters a home or business and not only attempts to rob them, but also threatens their lives.  The homeowner might protect his family, and shoot the burglar.  The burglar is taken to the hospital where he recovers, and then calls a lawyer who proceeds to sue the victims for the injury caused to him by his victims.  In many cases, the juries have awarded the burglar enough money that he can retire with a large nest-egg of money.  In some cases, he ends up owning the very business or home he intended to rob.  Why would a jury sympathize with the criminal ?  It is an outrageous fact in many places of the world today.  
 
Some people feel sympathy for the criminal more than the victims.  In some communities, you should prepare yourself for a negative response if you impose disciplinary actions of any kind upon an apostate.  Depending upon what the apostate does after leaving the church and the specific guidance from the Holy Spirit, pastors can share some of the things an apostate has done with the community in order to hinder the damage to the church.
 
Apostates are delighted to have something they can use against God's work.  Considering the nature of people today who will side with any person who is considered an underdog even though he may be evil.   Disciplinary action by the church against an apostate can provide a false impression of martyrdom to the apostate's arsenal.  The church leadership should fully expect (although pray against) this inevitable consequence of trying to protect God's work.
  
However, the Church is Christ's Bride, and we have no recourse except to follow the commands of God in that regard, and leave the consequences to Him.  There are some things which a prudent church leadership will do to protect God's ministry.  God's church is not called to be huge.  It is called to be pure, holy, and without sin.  Ephesians 5:27  That He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
  
 
DOCUMENT, DOCUMENT, DOCUMENT !
Whenever possible, each act that has harmed people in the church should be documented in detail.  You should have a written file of who was involved, who witnessed the event, and the exact time and place when it occurred.  You should have a clear statement from those involved, documenting what was said.  Obviously, this must go on for some time—even years—before the apostate is both identified and dealt with.
 
Then, each event where the suspected apostate has acted should be documented.  You should have a written record of the offense, date, time, place, who approached the apostate, and the conversations which occurred.  Without these factual documents, you only have the differing word of two sides.  The apostate is usually very skilled in convincing people through emotions or other manipulations, so they would probably win any war of words...unless you can document events.
 
The battle over testimony once the apostate leaves the church involves both the community, as well as people in the church.  If the apostate says that he or she was thrown out of the church for doing good, there will be some in the church who will also leave because they do not know what has been going on.  That damage can be limited by gradually bringing in more and more people to the facts.  This process should begin with the pastor calling in the church leaders and informing them of the things he has discovered and documented.  
 
 
PRAY, PRAY, PRAY !
WHEN IT IS TIME FOR ACTION BY THE PASTOR
Even though the following passage involves those who are saved ("...thy brother…")—and the apostate is probably NOT saved—it is a good basis for action.  Matthew 18:15-17  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.   Keep in mind that almost all apostates claim to be saved, so they should be reminded of the above Scripture, and questioned why they did not follow it.
 
Theoretically, a pastor is not obligated to do this, because the apostate is probably not "..thy brother,"  but confronting the individual is a measure which could help others see that all efforts are made to help the apostate get his critical actions resolved.  It may be something, as shepherd of the sheep, he would be led to do.  But, first, each and every effort should be document faithfully.  There will be some cases where such a measure is not to be used.  This requires serious prayer on the part of the pastor so he would know exactly how the Lord wants this issue resolved.  Not all cases will be the same.
 
After confronting the apostate privately with the facts, if the attacks against God work persist, the pastor should take one or two other brethren and confront the apostate with the additional sins.  If he repents, a victory has been won, although the person needs to watched closely and encouraged to seek the Lord more fervently.  If it fails, the pastor and witnesses should make the apostate to give up all positions and activities within the church immediately.  In cases where the apostate says he will not discontinue his evil behavior, he should there and then be warned that if he comes back to the church, the entire church will be made aware of his actions. 
  
If the Biblical confrontation fails, other workers in the church who have had some social interaction with the apostate or have worked with them in the church should be invited to pray for them, and they should be told as many aspects of the damage done as the Lord guides.  While it truly is a serious battle, it is God versus the devil, and the church leadership must make themselves available to be the soldier whom God may use.  
 
The people of the church should be called upon to assist in the effort to help this person know the Lord in truth.  But, the pastor and leaders of the church should never lose sight of the fact that they are dealing with a wolf that desires to devour the sheep and do great harm to God's ministry.  Be aware that any time church leadership plans to bring an apostate before the church, noting the offenses, that God's people often do not want to be around.  They are frightened, and they are influenced by this worldly idea that they should not offend anyone, particularly an enemy.
 
Consider a shepherd who attacks a wolf who had been eating the sheep.  During this furious battle, most sheep want to be as far away from the battle as possible.  After all, they are sheep.  The battle is between the shepherd and the wolf.  Church leadership should be sensitive, and aware that many times, dealing with wolves needs to be done privately, or quietly, and without a lot of public knowledge.  A pastor's wife who is spiritually mature can be a tremendous asset to his warfare.  She can encourage him in his calling, remind him to keep his focus, and pray for his strength and Godly wisdom.
 
At all times, the church should see that it is a loving and caring effort that is being made by church leadership to bring this person to the Lord.  Regardless of the hurt and damage done to the church, the true Christians should always show that they put the Lord's love ahead of bitterness and disgust over the apostate's evil actions.  
 
THE CHURCH MEETING, RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 
In the most serious church wide conflicts, the entire church must be brought together, and the false statements, rumors, and lies being spread by the apostate must be confronted in public.  Again, I would emphasize that the plan of the Lord should be followed by church leadership, and that there should be no knee-jerk reactions to the hurt caused by the apostate.   A well-organized and prayerful meeting may be one way to acquaint some of the members who have not known about the apostate nor what has been happening.  The advantage to this is that future attempts by the apostate to discourage and influence the weaker brethren will be mostly stopped.  There is a procedure for this type of meeting which must include the following steps.
  
 
PREPARING FOR A CHURCH MEETING TO DEAL WITH AN APOSTATE
As the pastor and elders prepare for a church meeting, fasting and prayer should be mandatory for each of them.  Submission to the Spirit of God and the Scriptures is essential.  Humanly, pastors generally want to avoid this very serious development.  When there is a balance between love and righteous judgment, most people will understand.  
 
It has been suggested that the meeting be held after a regular church service.  In that way, the members who support the church will be there, as will the apostate.  This leaves the apostate with no time to develop more support or create a strategy that would hinder God's work.
 
1. You should have clear documentation and evidence (and witnesses) of what the apostate has said and done, along with the place, date and time they occurred.  The congregation, after these are presented to them, should be left with no doubt that these things were done by the apostate.  
 
2. The pastor or leaders in the church must then provide evidence that those things stated by the apostate are untrue and damaging to the work of God.  
 
3. The pastor and elders must prove that they tried to get this matter straightened out Scripturally, and tried to help the apostate in his relationship with the Lord.
 
4. The pastors and leadership of the church should present to the church recommendations to handle the problem.  They may range from taking away all church positions and ministry service from the apostate, to being turned out from the fellowship of the church completely. 
 
5. Just as Judas was given one last opportunity to repent and get things right with the Lord (when Jesus called him, "friend," in Matthew 26:50), the hand of love should be extended by the church to the apostate, giving him opportunity to repent.  
 
6.  Pastors and church leaders should understand that in most cases where an apostate had had his or her malicious activities brought before the entire church, it did not stop the apostate from complaining to others outside the church, or attempting to continue contact with the members of the church while not actually attending services himself.  
 
7. After the church makes a decision to remove the apostate, the pastor should make it clear to the church that because of its stand for God and for its unchanging commitment to glorify God and bring souls to Jesus, the devil will try anything he can to hinder the work of the Holy Spirit.  The members must understand WHY apostates are active in good churches.  He should make it clear that ANY church that is doing the work of God will receive attacks from Satan.
The pastor should immediately teach the congregation the following things:
—That he and others personally attempted to help the apostate spiritually.
—That the apostate did not see their actions as love, but a hindrance to his evil plans.
—That a church business meeting was done because the pastor and elders love the people of the church.  If they allowed the activities of the apostate to continue, more people would have been complained about, falsely accused, and hurt.  It was with great love that this meeting was called.  It is the duty of a pastor who cares about the sheep to protect them from this.
 
 
CUT OFF THE HEAD OF THE SNAKE 
CAN APOSTATES BE DEALT WITH BEFORE A CHURCH MEETING MAKING A MEETING UNNECESSARY ?
 
Apostates are made from people who appeared to support the Lord Jesus and gave allegiance to His Word.  While these later become vile enemies of God's ministry, they are difficult to find until they have already begun to damage God's flock.
 
Pastors and full time workers should be vigilant, ready to spot the enemy before any further damage is done.  Although some pastors consider themselves "watchmen," they have failed to sound the trumpet of warning about apostates working from within the church time and again.
 
We can minimize their damage if they are recognized and dealt with quickly. This writer knows of a pastor who confided in and depended upon two deacons who were apostates for a period of two years before he discovered that they were instruments of the devil working against the ministry of God.  They had opportunity to grow their support base during this period of time, and when it became evident that they might be exposed, they began their attacks against the teaching elders of the church.  Close to fifty percent of the people in the church left, because these apostates had gained the confidence of the people over a period of time while they operated unnoticed by the pastor or other leaders.  They successfully divided half of the brethren against another half on issues which should never have been divisive.  
 
Another similar situation occurred with a women who was an apostate.  At the church she attended the Lord was doing great things.  People were being saved, baptized, and the church was on good financial footing.  Apparently convicted over the Word, her evil conscience saw no evil in herself, so the woman began to complain and murmur extensively about others in the church.  This lasted over the ministries of three pastors, gradually causing a deterioration of membership, few souls being saved, and financial backing almost completely disintegrated.  
 
At last report, the once blessed church had three families which regularly attended: the pastor's family, the song-leader's family, and the women's family. And, she was busy complaining about all of the others !  Decisive action was not taken soon enough, and Satan won the victory !
 
A church may have many wonderful, dedicated Christians in it.  But, unless the pastor decisively acts against the wolves who are attacking his sheep, he may eventually lose them all !  Leadership decisions of this type are of vital importance to the ongoing work of the church.  Fighting off wolves is not the basic function of the sheep, and the pastor/shepherd should recognize that !  It is his job !
  
 
A church that is not bringing more people to Jesus will eventually die.  Soul-winning is part of the Great Commission.  Always remember the illustration of soul-winning compared to the reproduction of sheep.  It is important.  Most animals in captivity have a great many fears to overcome before they reproduce.  Some never have reproduced in captivity. Sheep, too, find it very difficult to reproduce (bear fruit) when under a siege of fear.  This fear can be removed measurably by a pastor whom the sheep can trust to cast off dangerous beasts.  The pastor can develop that trust through faithful preaching and teaching of the word, exercising his faith, and using the authority that God has given him to care for the sheep.
 
Apostates can be dealt with effectively.  A pastor cannot afford to be timid.  We have the power and authority to deal with these things.    Discarding any favorite formula for such dealings, let us cling to the clear teachings and warnings from the Word !  Apostates should be overcome by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, through God's human instruments who recognize their enemy, and depend solely upon Jesus' power and wisdom to do the overcoming.   1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
 
 
The Pastor carries a heavy responsibility, not only for the sheep which are under his care, but also the reputation of the Lord Jesus throughout the community.  There are specific issues which the pastor must address to be successful.   He must seek God's guidance on how to do these things.
1. Deal with the apostate, and remove the danger.
2. Heal the church from damage done by the apostate.
3. Strengthen the testimony of the Lord Jesus throughout the community.
 
The likelihood of the apostate being brought to the Lord is very small.  In all the many cases of apostates with which I am familiar, only one former apostate has been brought to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus and restored to the work of the church.  However, I have known some apostates who have been so thoroughly defeated by the wisdom and power which God provided to the pastor and leaders that they gave up all efforts to discredit and defame the Lord or His Church.
 
Each situation is unique, and the leadership of the church must seek God's wisdom in dealing with these wolves.  In some cases, there may be amazing and dramatic conversions for the glory of God.  In others, there may be a prolonged battle which God has ordained to strengthen the brethren and give added time for repentance to the apostate.   In still others, the wolf may leave the church and seek to find victims in another church.  
 
 
 
HEALING A DAMAGED CHURCH. 
God's Word is a healing medicine.  A pastor who has been gifted by the Holy Spirit with a good teaching ability should use God's Word from the pulpit to heal the hurt of his sheep.  In cases where the pastor is still growing in his abilities, another pastor or a gifted and trusted elder can periodically share the Scriptures to the people.
 
If we believe that our Savior is able to raise the dead, we must believe that He is able to use His power to apply His spiritual salve to a hurting church.  Sometimes the extent of the pain is not even known until the leadership in the church goes from member to member and observes how an apostate has affected their daily lives.   
 
The attacks of apostates typically do several things which must be countered by powerful Biblical remedies.  Consider these things which an apostate’s efforts can accomplish against God's work.  After reading the following damages the apostate may have accomplished, consider what Scriptures can be taught that would heal and mend the church.   
 
1. It divides the brethren one against another.
2. It creates doubts about the faithfulness and moral position of church leadership.
3. It hurts some members because they know they are weak and do not want to be involved in any church fighting.   So, they have backed away from church attendance, stay at home, and need to be brought back.
4. It hurts the reputation of some members.
5. It hurts the reputation of the church throughout the community.
A significant effort by the pastor is needed to prevent apostates from inflicting serious damage to the church.  A pastor should educate his people from the Word about the behaviors which are not Godly.  With the soul-winning and edifying preaching from the pulpit, there should be warning and encouragements which would stifle the attempts of apostates to do harm.  The pastor should minister healing for those who have been hurt, and as always, reach out with the forgiveness of the Lord to even apostates who are willing to repent.  
 
We will look at each of the ways an apostate does damage to the local church.
 
1. It divides the brethren one against another.   One of the first issues which must be confronted is the lying that the apostate has done about the brethren.  If a church meeting has been held where all these false allegations have been proven wrong, much of the issue is already settled.   But, we are dealing with human beings, who usually have difficulty putting the hurt behind them.  
 
One appropriate thing that church leadership can do is to remind the hurt brethren that they recognize God's desire to be working through their lives, and try to get them more involved in the work of the Lord.  Even those who have continued to serve God while being attacked, due to the nature of personal attacks, they often find it hard to do their ministry with the same enthusiasm and joy that they once had.  Through reassurance from church leadership, and helping them get refocused on their service to our Savior, they can put away their hurt more easily.  Satan uses apostates to distract from this.  Always pray with the sheep, asking for healing and a renewed zeal for the things of God.  
 
In most cases, not everyone in the church has been hurt by the apostate.  In fact, most people usually did not know what was going on.  So, it is good for a pastor to keep details of the battle to himself or limited to select elders unless absolutely necessary.  Remember that sheep who have been wounded by a wolf will be afraid.  They fear that it might happen again. They fear that their current wounds may not heal.  They fear that they will not be protected.   Therefore, the pastor must take the time to spend with a wounded sheep to reassure him, and demonstrate the compassion of the Lord. 
 
Simply stated, the pastor must reemphasize the purpose of the church in his teaching, preaching, and by his example.  
 
  
2. It creates doubts about the faithfulness and moral position of church leadership.
Both from the pulpit and through the personal visits and private discussions with the church membership, leaders should speak favorably of those who have been falsely accused and maligned by the apostate.  Paul did this in his epistles, speaking of those who have done things effectively showing God's usefulness through them.  This reassures those who have been hurt by false accusations, and sets the truth before all others.  As shepherd of those who have been wounded by the apostate, a pastor must make special efforts to pray with those hurt, and show the compassion and care which will restore them.
 
 
3. It hurts some members because they know they are weak and do not want to be involved in any church fighting.   So, some back away from church attendance, stay at home, and need to be brought back.   Others have decided to go to other churches rather than become involved in the bad spirit which seemed to plague the church because of the apostate.  
 
Just as the sun can make the mud turn to hardened clay, the pressures that come from apostates can sometimes become strengthening tools which the Lord can use.  There are many things which a weak Christian can see that would drive them closer to the Lord.  But, the pastor, before speaking to a fearful saint, must seek ways that the troubles can become motivations to become stronger in the Lord.  
 
Church leaders should be quick to contact all those who have stopped coming to church.  They might use another excuse, but many times, during an attack by an apostate, Believers retreat to the presumed safety of their homes or other churches.  They need to be reminded of the Lord's admonition in Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.  Remind them of their spiritual needs which can be fulfilled only through the church, as God ordained it.  
 
Still others have gone to other churches, assuming that they could find at least one good Bible preaching, Bible practicing church where the devil wasn't attacking.  (If they find a church where Satan doesn't attack, they found a church that was not giving the devil a fight).  Some think that it would be a futile experience to return to the church where so many rumors and false assumptions fly around like insects over a dead animal.  It is true that for most injured saints, it will be difficult to return to their former church. By the time an apostate is exposed and dealt with, many have already put down roots into another church so they have little motivation to return.  It is important for the pastor where the injury occurred to keep in communication with them, even if they have left his congregation.  Additionally, the pastor, by asking their former close friends from the local church to plead with them, they might return.
 
 
4. It hurts the reputation of some members.   Again, through personal contact from the pastor or leadership in the church, much of the injury can be healed.  Sadly, a person's reputation takes a long time to heal.  But, the pastor should encourage faith, and let the hurt person know a couple more things.  First, that they can be healed.  Secondly, that their testimony stands faithful before God, where it counts the most.  
 
They need to have faith that their testimony before others will be completely restored, and bettered.  (Romans 8:28).  Everything which God has allowed to happen has a purpose, and we know that if we love the Lord and are living by God's purpose, things will work out for good.  The pastor should emphasize that he is ready to lead them into a better and stronger relationship with Jesus.  Remind them of Job, and the fact that despite the negative implications and accusations from his supposed friends, Job was blessed by God more at the end than at the beginning.  
 
A Christian man who had fallen back into drugs and alcohol, and who had dropped out of church was later restored, and given complete deliverance by the Lord.  However, when he started back to church, there were people who identified him as the "druggie and drunk."  It took several years of living faithfully for the Lord before everyone's view of the man had been changed, and they finally saw him as an example of what the Lord can do.
 
The apostate throws out lies about the brethren.  What he, or she, says is rarely completely truthful.  Nevertheless, it can create a negative reputation which can affect a Believer's effectiveness for the Lord over a long period of time if it is not countered by the power of Christ.   Human nature, the carnal man, is quick to believe anything bad about a person, even without evidence.  The only thing that can turn this around quickly is the grace of God and facts as He works in the hearts of people.  They must know about the lies and deceptions of the apostate.  They must turn their eyes upon the faithfulness of the innocent Believer.  Much of this can be turned around more quickly by statements from the pulpit by the pastor and other church leaders.
 
 

IT HURTS THE REPUTATION OF THE CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY.
This attack against good, Godly churches in the region led by lost people comes as the activities of the apostate and the church become known.   But, the world will see the apostate's action in a different light than Christians will see it.
 
Do not expect lost people to applaud you for disciplining a terrorist from Satan.  They are more likely to pour out sympathy and support for the apostate.  Especially since most apostates have appealing personalities, and are popular with many in the region.  People who know him will usually side with him.  So, do not construct your efforts based upon what lost people might think.  What matters is what God thinks.  
 
There is little you can do to stop an apostate who has left the church from making up lies about the church and your actions.  You should accept the probability that it will happen, so, prepare your sheep to know that liars always lie.  Jesus unveils the nature of the devil and his works, comparing them to the scribes and Pharisees of His day.    John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  
 
In most cases, your congregation does not need to know every detail of what the apostate has done.  In fact, the less you speak about the people involved, the better it will be later.   Galatians 1:10  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should notbe the servant of Christ.
 
 
WARNINGS BRING ACCOUNTABILITY
Jesus spent significant time and teaching efforts attempting to prepare the disciples for the battles which would be raging after Pentecost.  Apostates would surely find their way into the Church early on.  Jesus wanted His followers to be spared from the anguish involved in dealing with apostates who would leech onto the life blood of the Church, and try to drain her energy and destroy her focus.
  
Why would Jesus warn His disciples about the characteristics of certain people, if he did not want His disciples to know about them  and deal with them ?
 
In fact, He even warns them how easy it would be for apostates to blend in, and actually become involved in the work of the Church, deceiving many into believing that they were true followers of the Lord Jesus.   Knowing that Judas would become an apostate, Jesus allowed him to blend in with the disciples.  That was a powerful tool for teaching the disciples about the subtle and sometimes undetected work the devil can do. 
 
Even today, many pastors are deceived by people who call Jesus "Lord," but are not truly born again.  Many will say unto Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy Name ?  and in Thy Name have cast out devils ? and in Thy Name done many wonderful works ?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity. Matthew 7:22,23
 
 
REMEMBER THAT PAUL WARNED THE CHURCH
Paul did not allow for idea that a satanic attack against the church might not happen.  He clearly said that it would.  He knew the church in Ephesus, and he knew that they carried a wonderful testimony for the Lord.  Satan would not ignore such a good influence in the region.  He identifies the character of attack from the devil.  It would come as a wolf stalks a flock of sheep.
 
For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.Acts 20:29-30.
 
Paul leaves no doubt in the minds of the elders that the attacks will come.  Paul's experience and knowledge gained from the Holy Spirit implored his audience to prepare to take action !  Throughout the Word, God gives us a detailed identification of this type of enemy and what we must do to counter him.
  
 
DO NOT BECOME OBSESSED WITH HUNTING FOR APOSTATES
There was a husband and wife team in Florida who made a business of exorcism.  They would go from one place to another searching for people who were suspected of being demon possessed.  They would supposedly cast out the demon(s), collect an offering from the church for doing so, then move onto the next community and repeat the cycle.  They appeared very sincere, but they left the impression on several pastors that they, too, should chase after demons.  
 
Demon chasing is not one of the gifts of the Spirit.  Nor is apostate chasing.  Jesus did not go throughout Israel looking for demons to cast out.  Instead, he dealt with demons who stood in the way of Him setting people free.  Many times, the demons confronted Him first.  You will find the same principles applied to overcoming apostates.  When people stand in the way of unity in the church, in the way of fulfilling the Great Commission, of joyful worship in the church, then it is time to deal with them.  A pastor is supposed to be a watchman.   He should see what is happening in his congregation without looking into peoples' lives when there is no problem.  
 
We must remember that we cannot base our identification of an apostate on only one matching characteristic.  The individual must meet the definition requirements, the pattern requirements, and the character/action requirements before we may seriously count the outward evidences as proof that a person is an apostate.  We must be shown that the person is demon possessed or guided.  This will be revealed by the Spirit of God and by situations that the person creates which produces attacks against the work of God.  
 
There are many people in this world who think too highly of themselves who can cause problems for the church.  The personality of some people leads them into conflicts whether in or out of the church.  They don't get along well with others where they are employed, nor do they have happy homes.  They seem to be fighting everywhere they go.  Having a bad personality is NOT evidence that a person is an apostate.  (It is evidence that they need more of the changing power of the Lord).  
 
Note that Jude and Peter give more than just a couple basic characteristics.   
 
 
 
COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT APOSTATES
 
 
1. HOW IMPORTANT IS IT FOR A PASTOR TO IDENTIFY AND DEAL WITH APOSTATES ?   The Bible tells us that pastors will be held accountable for the souls of those under his care.  If he does not fulfill his calling to protect them and help them grow, he will have much to regret when coming before the Judgment Seat of Christ.   The welfare and spiritual health of his flock depends upon him using both the rod and the staff.
 
When a shepherd finds a sheep that was injured, and great claw marks tore him, it is time to be looking for a wolf.  When he finds a second, then third sheep was injured, it means he should have sought out the enemy of the sheep sooner.  
 
A truly God-called pastor has what is called, "a pastor's heart."  God has so equipped each of His shepherds.  What that means is that the God-called pastor loves and cares for His flock, both to feed them as well as protect them from dangers.  If he does not accomplish this, there is no one else who has the accountability before God to do it for him.  He has both a mandate from God and a shepherd's heart to do this.  
  
 
2.  WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF MISIDENTIFYING APOSTATES ?   If you approach anyone who is sinning against God's work, you should be concerned enough to bring them to repentance.  Both the backslider and the apostate can cause harm to the church.  The goal of any minister should be to help them come to the Lord and receive the motivation and power to overcome the sin.  Obviously, each person's sins have an effect on other people, as well as offending God.  We have a mandate from the Lord to be His instruments and help those sheep who have wounded. 
 
When a person has not been shown genuine Christian love, and encouraged to get right with the Lord they could become more hardened in their ways.  In speaking with a person you wish to bring closer to the Lord, it is probably best not to use the term, "apostate," in addressing them unless that person has been confirmed to be one with sufficient evidence.   By showing a willingness to reach out to them and pray for their recovery, you can see what appears to be a hopeless situation turned around for good.
 
 
3. WHY IS THERE AN INCREASE IN APOSTATES IN THE END TIMES ?   Satan knows Bible prophecy.  Through the centuries, he has heard it again and again.  So, he knows that his time is short.  Understanding his limited time-frame, he wants to inflict as much suffering upon the people of God as possible.  
 
The devil knows his time is short, and he wants to do as much damage to the precious things of God as he can.  The devil has heard the Word of God in countless churches since the beginning.  He knows Bible prophecy, and knows it points to very limited days in which he can work.
 
He wants to limit the effectiveness of the church in bringing souls by faith to the Lord Jesus.  By getting the Church's attention on other things rather than the Great Commission, he can effectively take praise and glory from the Lord.   The Lord in His Word has warned us that one of the signs of the end times is "the falling away."  So, we should be prepared to work through this time, being faithful, regardless what the enemy throws at us.
 
In another section of this course we are shown that demonic activity in the last days will increase.  This one factor explains the huge increase of apostate activity in some churches.    
 
 
4. IF I DEAL WITH KNOWN APOSTATES IN MY CHURCH, WHAT KIND OF A REACTION CAN I EXPECT FROM THEM AND OTHERS IN THE CHURCH ?   Let's look at the reactions from the apostates themselves first.  In only a very few instances have apostates repented.  Instead, the majority of apostates sought to use whatever means they had available to accuse God's people of being unloving, judgmental, and unfair.   This usually does not end well for the apostate, since it is often done with such hatred and bitterness that even lost people can see that something is wrong with this person, and even their friends tend to pull back from them.
 
The reaction from church members depends upon how well the pastor and church leaders have explained what is going on.  I have seen some cases where a church simply gave up the will to continue being a church and disbanded.  There are reports of many others.  In some few cases, the leadership of the church was effective and loving in the way the apostate was handled and removed from a position where they could not continue their evil efforts.  In such cases, the church did not lose members, but the removal of the apostate actually brought a greater unity among members, and seemed to inspire them to do more for the Lord.
 
A great deal of the reactions depend upon the leadership of the church being united and seeking the wisdom of God and carrying it out properly.  
 
  
5. IS IT REALLY WORTH THE EFFORT TO DEAL WITH APOSTATES ?   One of the reasons for the decline of the Church in the West has been the failure of the Church to do what God instructed them to do.  Part of these instructions involve keeping God's Bride, the Church, pure.  Apostates are spiritually filthy, and pollute the church with lies and condemnation.  They are bad examples for the spiritually young to see.  
 
The Lord praised the early church for trying to keep His work pure.  Revelation 2:2  I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:
 
The effort to keep the church pure is an important effort to God.  If there was no other reason to remove apostates or stop their effectiveness, it is because it pleases God to have a bride that is without spot nor blemish.   
 
Dealing with apostates removes major hindrances to the effectiveness of the church in reaching the Lost.  So, if we consider the alternative to dealing with apostates, we may actually see a church dismantled and destroyed through their continued evil deeds.
 
We are living in the Last Days, and there are fewer and fewer powerful testimonies of the power and grace of our Savior.  If you were a lost person, and you were seeking answers from God for your life, a church that was in turmoil through the activities of an apostate would probably not be a place where you would go looking for answers.
 
So, the purity of the local church is not just important to the Lord, but also to the community where there still remains people who need to be saved.  The community needs to understand that we believe the Bible and govern our lives by it.  The apostate makes that doubtful in the eyes of lost people.  They would see very few Godly standards, and will likely reject our message from God if the apostate is in unhindered activity within the lighthouse of the church.
 
 
 6. IS IT POSSIBLE TO BECOME OBSESSED WITH APOSTATES AND THEIR ACTIVITIES ?  The Church must always strive to maintain a spiritual balance.  If a church is focused 90% on evangelism, those who respond to God's offer of salvation will not grow spiritually.  On the other hand, if the church only emphasizes discipleship, new people will not be brought to the Lord.  The Church leadership should always act in a way where the things of God provide a balance to the body.
 
It is not uncommon for some pastors, once they discover the "secret" of apostate's work, to spend most of their time hunting for them.  God has not called us to go out and find demons so we can expel them.  He has called us to present the Gospel, share the love of Jesus, and help God's people grow in Him.  Along the path of serving God, when we are confronted by opposition or delay caused by the enemy, it is then we must call upon the wisdom and power of God to engage in battle, and overcome the enemy.  There is a temptation for church leadership in some regions to blame all their woes upon apostates, and not see that some of the problem may be their own lack of Bible teaching, or an unwillingness to carry out God's instructions.
 
When we deal with demons, if we find a demon hindering the work of God, we deal with them.  We do not go around hunting for them.  It is only when they are in God's way do we wage a battle against them.  Our mission is to love God enough that we will love people who need Him.  God's love must always direct our lives.  If a demon is in a person who wants to be saved, we cast them out.  If a demon's presence affects a Christian who wants to serve, the demon must be sent away.  But, we must see that in each of these cases, the love of God commands us first to present the Gospel and then to remove the hindrance.  
  
 
7. HOW SHOULD A PASTOR DEAL WITH APOSTATES IF IT IS FOUND THAT THEY ARE IN HIS OWN FAMILY ?  
The devil rarely directly tempts someone through a person that the Christian does not know.  In fact, the devil is more successful when he recruits people whom the Believer loves  and honors.  The devil often seeks to convert members of a church leader's own family to a new life as an apostate.
 
The danger is complex.  First of all, a church leader rarely suspects a wife, a sister, a brother, a nephew, a cousin, etc., to be an instrument of Satan against him.  So, the pastor or elder often lets characteristics of an apostate slide by without noticing that they are coming from a member of his own family.
 
A family member who becomes an apostate is especially damaging because most members of church leaders' families are respected and considered above questioning.  The problem is, that many times, an apostate comes from the ranks of a leader's own family.
 
I have known of pastor's wives who almost destroyed the Lord's work by causing divisions within the church, and by creating an unhappy family at home that distracted her God-called husband.  Her activities would cause the pastor to spend time trying to solve problems at home.  The needs of the congregation went lacking and his former efforts for soul-winning suffered.   He no longer devoted his time to prayer and a study of God's Word.  The lack of doing those things would lead to a less spiritual leader who could not hear from the Lord on how to feed His people and move the church to victory over the attacks.
  
This is a common situation where many pastors, once they discover that the problem apostate is within their own family, will quit preaching, or move to another church, assuming that a move will change the devil's plans.
 
The solution varies from situation to situation, but always requires that the pastor or elder takes the matter seriously, and deals with it, rather than hoping it will go away on its own.  Many pastors have left the ministry because the devil successfully recruited their beloved wives, children, or kinfolk to fight against God's work.  
 
The true servant of God knows that he is employed by the King of Kings with a mandate to successfully accomplish all that God has assigned to him.  That requires some hard choices at times.  When any person is actually fighting against God's work, it does not matter if they are a loved one, or a common sheep.  They must be dealt with Biblically.
 
It is very difficult and emotionally challenging to confront a loved one about apostate behavior, but it comes with the calling to be a man of God.  There are times when a leader would rather run away than to confront a loved one.  This is a natural reaction.  But, God has given us HIS emotions in the Person of the Holy Spirit, and we must deal with it.
 
The first obvious goal is to bring that person to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  If they have already been saved, the goal is to restore them.  This cannot be done without confronting the sin.  
 
Our priorities must be clear and strong, or we will begin using worldly excuses to keep from confronting the issues.  Matthew 10:37-38He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me.  Mark 8:34And when He had called the people unto Him with His disciples also, He said unto them, Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
 
The devil will whisper all sorts of false reasons for not dealing with an apostate in your own family.  He will suggest that other family members will turn against you.  He will say that church members will not understand, and will abandon you.  He will predict that you cannot turn them around and will merely make the person you are trying to help a more dangerous enemy.
 
All those excuses and more are part of the devil’s arsenal to continue devouring the church.  In fact, some of his predictions might actually occur. But, a man of God knows that it is God—not man—who has called him, and his allegiance must, above all, be for the Lord Jesus Who died for him.
 8. HOW MUCH SHOULD THE SHEEP BE INVOLVED IN DEALING WITH APOSTATES ?   SHOULD THEY EVER BE ENLISTED TO HELP WITH THE PROBLEMS ? In almost every successful expulsion of apostates I have seen, one or two Godly brethren outside church leadership were both informed and praying for the apostates to be dealt with.  They stood with the pastor as he ministered to the afflicted person, and stood with him if he had to remove them from church fellowship.
 
In at least 50% of the cases where an apostate was unrepentant and a church business meeting had to be invoked, the entire church was informed.  However, if the wolf can be removed from his activities, it is better to keep information about the incidents to as few number of people as possible.  I have used the policy of keeping information private, and sharing it only on a "need to know" basis.  
 
By experience in serious attacks by the enemy, encouraging the members of the church to stand against sin (once they have seen what it was doing) is important.  And, the church became a stronger and more unified body.  This is not always easy to accomplish because an apostate will have his group of friends, and is always influential to some degree.  
 
However, as already mentioned in the previous pages, sheep are generally not very fond of engaging in warfare.  The congregation will almost always contain people who resist any efforts to reject those who at one time appeared to be a part of the church.  Some, rather than endure the battle, may leave the church.   Others will take long months of spiritual recovery through tender ministering by the pastor and teachers of the Word.
 
This is understandable.  Consider a flock of sheep in a cold northern country that were confined to a large barn during the night.  A fire erupted.  The farmer and his family raced to the barn and while some sheep ran out the open door, others panicked and ran into sections of the barn which would have ensured their death.  But the farmer's family went into those rooms, and physically pulled those sheep to safety.  Even though their lives were saved by their loving actions, the sheep were very agitated and timid around them for many months.  They had been traumatized by the event.  The same thing happens to God's sheep when they do not have a full understanding of why the shepherd appears to be battering another animal (the wolf, or apostate).  In today's world, people are led to sympathize with the criminal rather than the victim.  Prayer and a factual, loving presentation of the facts can overcome this.  
 
The Apostle Paul had to bring the church together to implement judgment against a man who had been having a sexual relationship with his father's wife.  
1 Corinthians 5:4  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,
5  To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
6  Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
7   Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:   The church at Corinth correctly understood the phrase, "purge out therefore..." to mean 'breaking off from fellowship.'  The guilty man was purged from the church family.
 
Some will look at this as being hostile, unGodly, and unnecessary.  However, in studying this Biblical account we see that it was necessary and effective.  The Apostle Paul did not act on his own.  He was led by the Spirit of God, and required the harsh consequences to this man's sin.  In dealing with apostates, we generally find people who are not as willing to repent as this man did, however.   
 
Apostates, differ from backslidden Christians in this additional way.  A backslidden Christian will, in time, see his error (through the help of the Holy Spirit, and God's Word) and eventually will repent.   But the full grown apostate will defend his evil actions, and finds repentance far from him except in the very early stages. 
 
Although he was not demon possessed, the adulterer in 1 Corinthians 5 and 6 had many of the attributes of an apostate.  He made his sin appear acceptable to the church.  He influenced others to see sin as justifiable.  He divided the brethren.  He wanted everyone to accept him and his sinful actions.  The Apostle Paul uses the principles which are used in dealing with apostates and applied them to this man.  The man did eventually repent when the entire church carried out part of the judgment.
 
So, the Spirit, through Paul, saw this lesser enemy so serious of a threat that he commanded the church to withdraw fellowship from him.  If he had been a fully developed apostate, it is likely that the way he dealt with him would have been much more severe.
  
 
9. HOW CAN A PASTOR PREVENT AN APOSTATE FROM BECOMING A SERIOUS WEAPON AGAINST THE CHURCH ?  The devil uses fear as much as possible to keep a pastor from doing the necessary things to stop the devil’s work.  There is always the fear of losing people, of seeing a loss of offerings, and a fear of what the community would say if we deal with an apostate who is actually a popular person outside the church.
A Spirit-filled Pastor should know from experience the power of God’s Word.  He should help his people to understand certain specific things which are wrong, and need correcting.  This can identify an a dangerous person to the more spiritually minded brethren, even if they do not comprehend all that the Bible teaches about apostates.  But, for others, a more direct approach from the pulpit is necessary.  There have been times when I was aware of a person’s behavior being close to that of an apostate, that I preached, noting that sin.  At times, I warned them (without naming the individuals) that they WOULD BE exposed for their deeds before the congregation if their bad conduct continued.
We should not openly identify an apostate until we have done what the Scriptures require and confront the apostate first on a personal level.  Matthew 18:15  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.
16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.
17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.
When personal contacts with the apostate fail, the pastor should pray about his other major options.  The pastor’s position from the pulpit gives him the ability to halt the popularity and effectiveness of an apostate.  Through his preaching of the Word, his sheep become capable of being on alert to the behaviors which would cause harm.  For an example, if I was to preach about gossip, I would let people know examples of gossip, and assure them that people who do such things are guilty of unrighteousness.  By using actual examples which the apostate has committed (without using their real names), those who have been affected by those actions will understand that such a person is known to the Pastor, and their actions are not acceptable.  This preaching should make it clear that such a person should not be trusted, and needs serious prayer for his repentance.    
In most cases, apostates have families that are usually unaware of the evil behavior of the apostate.  Often, those family members need special attention, prayer, and caring to see that once the apostate is defeated, they can experience the love of God's people.  Prayer and attempts for reconciliation should also be encouraged for the actual apostate. This should be attempted usually by elders in the church who are aware of the wiles of the devil.  2 Corinthians 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.  A naive person, or a new Christian is usually not spiritually equipped for such a challenge.  
In his preaching, the pastor may see the need to emphasize the issue of breaking off fellowship with an apostate.  Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.  In many cases, the Christians who have been hurt by an apostate's behavior have already removed themselves from fellowship with the apostate.  But some feel guilty by doing so, and want to appear to others as if everything was all right.  This creates problems on many fronts, and the pastor should make clear that to withdraw fellowship from a wolf is what they are commanded to do in Scripture.  This takes the guilt and awkwardness off from them.  
The pastor has God-given authority to command spirits and remove the enemy from the Lord’s work.  He is the shepherd, and it is within his God-given authority to deal with wolves.  After personally dealing with them, the Apostle Paul was willing to identify who the wolves were, and warn the people to break fellowship from them.   Whenever possible, the pastor should also be God's instrument in educating his flock about apostate sins, and what they should do in response to them.
By allowing God's Spirit to use him in effectively presenting the Word to the congregation, the pastor can limit or remove damage which the devil intended to inflict.
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