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CHURCH FINANCES
 (A micro-course)
There are many differing views on how church finances are supposed to be done.  The Bible sets down specific AND general principles that should be applied to each church, so pastors should guide their congregations to follow those Biblical principles.   This involves teaching the people what the Bible says, and then providing the leadership within the church so that these things are done properly.  

 

There is often a wrong approach to receiving funds by the church.  Most Christians do not understand the difference between "Tithes" and "Offerings."  Both should be the part of a healthy Christian's walk with God.

 

The three main areas we’ll be looking at in this course are: 

· COMMITMENT TO THE PURPOSES OF GOD ALONE

· HONEST ACCOUNTING

· ENCOURAGE AND TEACH BIBLICAL GIVING

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  Have the class DISCUSS the Biblical reasons for a clear financial policy in the Church.  Also DISCUSS why one church might do things differently than another, even though both churches have the same Biblical Faith.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
 
COMMITMENT TO THE PURPOSES OF GOD ALONE
  THE FUNDS RECEIVED BY THE CHURCH ARE JUST AS SACRED AS IF A GOAT OR OX HAD BEEN OFFERED AS A SACRIFICE IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES.   THEY ARE NEVER TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY, OR AS MERELY "A MEANS TO AN END."  TAKING IN GOD'S MONEY IS SERIOUS BUSINESS.

 
  THE FUNDS BELONG TO GOD, AND NOT MEN.  THEREFORE, THEY MUST BE USED IN EXACTLY THE WAY WHICH GOD INSTRUCTS THEM TO BE USED.  WHAT THE CHURCH RECEIVES FROM ITS MEMBERS IS A SPECIAL TRUST PLACED INTO THE HANDS OF THE LEADERSHIP, AND THEY MUST BE USED ACCORDING TO GOD'S PLANS.  IT IS ESSENTIAL, THEREFORE, THAT LEADERS HAVE SOUGHT GOD'S WILL, KNOW IT, AND SHARE THAT PURPOSE WITH THE CONGREGATION.

 
  ONCE FUNDS ARE RETURNED TO THE LORD, THE PERSON WHO GAVE THOSE FUNDS IS NO MORE ACCOUNTABLE FOR WHAT WAS GIVEN.  THEY HAVE DONE WHAT GOD COMMANDED AND PLACED THE MONEY INTO THE HANDS OF CHURCH LEADERS ASSIGNED TO DEAL WITH IT.   THEN, WHATEVER IS DONE WITH THE FUNDS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THOSE LEADERS IN THE CHURCH WHO HAVE THE OVERSIGHT.   THEY WILL BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE BY GOD FOR EVERYTHING THAT IS DONE WITH THE FUNDS.   Hebrews 13:17 “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”

 
 A CONGREGATION NEEDS TO BE TAUGHT THESE THINGS BECAUSE IT IS THE HUMAN, CARNAL NATURE TO THINK THAT THE GIVER SHOULD DECIDE WHERE THE FUNDS ARE SPENT, AS IF IT IS STILL THEIR OWN.   ONLY GOOD BIBLICAL TEACHINGS CAN HELP THE CHRISTIAN TO UNDERSTAND THAT ONCE SOMETHING IS GIVEN, IT IS NO LONGER THEIR OWN RESPONSIBILITY.  

 

--------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  ASSIGN students to research New Testament Scriptures where tithes or offerings were taken by the Church.  Have the students describe the circumstances, including where this occurs in the Bible, what Church was being described, and what was the purpose of the offering or tithe.
--------------------------------------------------

 

  EXAMPLE:  JUDAS, THE BAD TREASURER.   Judas took money given for God's work, and kept part of it.    John 12:6 “This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.”  The very name of Judas brings reminders of unfaithfulness and deception.  Church treasurers can find the same applied to their own names if they do not handle God's money with truth and faithfulness.

 

THE DISCIPLES WHO SPENT A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF TIME WITH JUDAS HAD NO IDEA THAT HE WAS A THIEF UNTIL THE END.  Sooner or later, if you do not handle God's money properly, it will be exposed and bring great shame upon you.  
John 13:29 “For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.”

 

-----------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  ASSIGN the class to make a full report on the Biblical reasons why the Christian Believer must follow the Bible's teaching on finances.

----------------------------------------------

 

 CHOOSING A TREASURER WITHIN THE CHURCH.  

WHO SHOULD BE COUNTED TRUSTWORTHY TO KEEP THE FUNDS WHICH ARE GIVEN FOR THE LORD'S WORK ?   

1. IT MUST BE SOMEONE WHO IS A FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THE CHURCH.  

2. IT SHOULD BE SOMEONE WHO HAS THE ABILITY TO ADD, SUBTRACT, KEEP ACCURATE RECORDS, AND DEAL WITH BANKS.  

3. IT SHOULD BE SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THAT THE REPUTATION OF THE CHURCH IS KNOWN IN THE POWER OF GOD'S SPIRIT WORKING, BUT ALSO IN ITS FAITHFULNESS TO KEEP FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS.     

4. IT SHOULD BE SOMEONE WHO IS KNOWN FOR THEIR HONESTY AND INTEGRITY.

5. IT MUST BE SOMEONE WHO HAS A PROVEN RECORD IN THE COMMUNITY FOR TRUTHFULNESS AND FAITHFULNESS TO THE WORK OF GOD.  

6. IT SHOULD BE SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE PASTOR, AND SUBMIT TO IT.

 

*Although some pastors allow their wives to be Treasurers for the church and this has been a successful relationship, anyone within the pastor's immediate family who is Treasurer opens the door for many potential false accusations.  There is one exception to this general principle.  In new churches, where almost the entire congregation is composed of new Believers, it is wise for a pastor, or a member of the pastor's immediate family to receive and distribute the offerings and tithes.  Then, when the honesty and faithfulness of someone in the congregation comes to light, the responsibility for Treasurer may be turned over to them. 

 
  It has been my personal policy not to have anything to do with handling the finances of the church.  This has been a blessing in many ways.  When adversaries created false rumors about pastors it is been a simple matter to destroy their false accusations with the well known fact that the pastor has nothing to do with the money.  In fact, adversaries in almost all communities will throw false stories about your handling church funds improperly, and they can all quickly be shown to be liars.  It would be more difficult to do this if the pastor or his wife actually handled the money.

 
  However, there are times when a pastor has no option but to handle the money.  There simply is no one else who was qualified to do it. But, by choosing someone other than the pastor or his wife, it often saves them both from hurtful and damaging lies from our enemies.

 

--------------------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  ASSIGN students a written CHALLENGE where they are in an imaginary  church and money has been stolen by the Treasurer.  Have the students complete this assignment as a play, and include in it how the reputation and community testimony of the church would be affected by such an event.
-------------------------------------------------------------

 

  WHAT ARE LEGITIMATE USES OF GOD'S MONEY ?   THIS WIDELY VARIES FROM CHURCH TO CHURCH AND COUNTRY TO COUNTRY.   BASICALLY, THE TITHE IS TO BE USED TO KEEP GOD'S WORK CONTINUING TO EDIFY HIS PEOPLE AND TO REACH OUT TO THE LOST WITH THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST.

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  Have each student write down the reasons why a Christian should be tithing and giving offerings.   In addition, have each student write out a detailed teaching plan or preaching message which they could give to their congregation.
--------------------------------------------------------------
 

WHERE SHOULD TITHES GO ?
IN MOST SITUATIONS, THE MONEY SHOULD BE USED TO PROVIDE FOR 
--THE NEEDS OF THE PASTOR.  1 Corinthians 9:9 “For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?”  1 Timothy 5:18 “For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.”  
The Apostle Paul makes it clear that he had a right to receive of the material things (in the context, financial support) of the church.  1 Corinthians 9:11 “If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?”

 

The specific principle is stated here:
1 Corinthians 9:7  "Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?

8  Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?

9  For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?

10  Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.

11  If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?

12  If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.

13  Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?

14  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.”
 

THE AMOUNT WHICH IS GIVEN TO PASTORS SHOULD BE BASED UPON THEIR FAITHFUL WORKING, NOT HOW LONG THEY HAVE BEEN AT A CHURCH OR HOW WELL KNOWN THEY ARE AMONG THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY.  1 Timothy 5:17 “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.”

 

---------------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  DISCUSS with the class why expenses may be different in one region than another.  ALSO include in the discussion how one church's goal to reach more souls for Christ will produce a different monthly expense than the church that is satisfied with minimal outreach.  What additional expenses could be included by the church that was committed to evangelism.
-------------------------------------------------------

 

It is important that church members recognize the essential truth that a church cannot function well without a pastor, or shepherd.  Consider what would happen to a herd of sheep in a dangerous region where there was no shepherd.  One by one they would be killed or wounded seriously.  So, the work of a shepherd, or pastor, is a vital part of God's work in the local church. 

 

Theological arguments have been made that a church can exist without a pastor.  One illustration says that there are sheep which live by themselves in the wilderness and they survive; so the adversaries suggest that God's people can also.  While this is also true of the sheep of God, consider two things.  First is that they merely survive.  They do not prosper, are not protected, are not warned of dangers, and do not grow in numbers as sheep which have an intelligent, Spirit-led pastor over them.  Second, the sheep which are in the wild do not profit anyone but themselves.  They produce no benefit except to say that they survive

 

A church can exist without a building, but it cannot last without a shepherd.  A church can exist without pews, chairs, and tables, but not without a pastor.  The church can exist without a sound system or a computer, but not without a pastor.  So, the very first thing that should be taken care of financially is the pastor's needs.

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  Have each student design a four year plan, where their church is growing, and each year new expenses appear.  Have them create this realistic plan that includes growth for the building and outreach, as well as all necessary expenses.  They should be graded upon how realistic their plan actually is.   They should have a realistic list of all expenses, and needed income to achieve those goals.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

 

THE NEEDS OF THE PASTOR
A pastor's "needs" are not necessarily what the pastor asks for or actually wants to have.  Actual needs can vary according to culture and economic conditions at the time.  In societies which respect private ownership of property, a pastor's needs may differ slightly from a country where the government tries to control all ownership.

 

There is a perception that is promoted by some Western preachers, and especially those in the Prosperity Gospel movement that the pastor should live on a much higher level of material prosperity than the rest of his congregation.  There are several reasons why this should never be the goal.
  1. In the Bible, there is no evidence that any pastors of congregations lived better than the people of his congregation.
  2. If the pastor has a family, and his income is much higher than his people, his children and wife will be raised in a "preferred" status, and often learn to depend upon their superior economic conditions rather than their relationship with Jesus to try and advance in this world.
  3. Holding the concept that having a high level of material prosperity is evidence of God's blessings and therefore a "proof" of the pastor's closeness to God is simply contrary to what the Bible teaches.    

 

***I was at the home of a fellow preacher who had told his congregation that the reason he was so blessed is because God was approving his ministry.  As we sat together at dinner, he told me, "I have a very big problem."  I asked him what it was.   "I have three luxury cars, and I haven't been able to make payments on them for three months.  Soon the collectors will come and take them away.  So, what should I tell my congregation ?"   Sadly, he had made a very bad situation for himself.  He said he bought all three vehicles "by faith" that God would provide for them, and he used himself as an example of great faith to his congregation.  It was a very embarrassing day when the collectors came to take the cars away.  But, it was also a difficult day when the people of his church found out what had happened.

4. In some cases, the tithes from the congregation is not enough to supply the needs for the pastor and his family, and consequently, his wife finds a job to bring in supplemental funds.  This should not be a reason for the congregation to lower the pastor's pay or fail to help the pastor materially.  They are still obligated to materially care for their pastor, regardless of what other income he has.

 A pastor's background should also be taken into consideration.  Some pastors were born into rich families, and were then called into the Ministry by the Lord.  They should  not have to give up all their wealth or live in poverty unless the Lord leads them to do so.  What is most common in such a case, is that pastors who have inherited wealth most often use their wealth as a tool to help the church and develop evangelistic outreach to their communities and beyond.

 OTHER NECESSARY EXPENSES
--EXPENSES INVOLVED IN A BUILDING OR TENT FOR MEETING.

--COSTS DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN EVANGELISM.

--MISSIONS WHICH GO BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE REGION, TOWN, OR STATE

-------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  DISCUSS in class what the actual NEEDS of the pastors are.
-------------------------------------------------

 
HONEST ACCOUNTING
  THE HOLDER OF THE MONEY MUST BE SOMEONE THAT IS TRUSTED COMPLETELY BY THE CONGREGATION.
  CONSIDER THE ATTITUDES OF THOSE YOU ARE TRYING TO BRING TO CHRIST.   WHEN YOU DO, YOU WILL FIND THAT MANY LOST PEOPLE THINK THAT PASTORS AND THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILIES ARE OUT TO GET MONEY.   THEY FALSELY ACCUSE THEM OF THEFT, CHEATING, SCAMS, AND LOOK AT THEM AS  GUILTY EVEN WHEN NOTHING WRONG HAS BEEN DONE.  So, this leads us to conclude that IF SOME FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN IN THE CONGREGATION who is capable, honest and willing can handle the money instead, it would benefit the pastor or his family.
 
MONEY INFLUENCES PEOPLE.
THE PASTOR SHOULD REMOVE HIMSELF FROM KNOWLEDGE OF WHO GIVES WHAT AMOUNT TO THE WORK OF THE CHURCH.  THERE ARE BUILT-IN DANGERS WHEN THE PASTOR KNOWS WHAT EACH PERSON IN THE CONGREGATION GIVES.  
  1. IT MAKES IT MORE DIFFICULT TO PREACH AGAINST CERTAIN SINS WHICH YOU KNOW ARE COMMITTED BY A MAJOR CHURCH DONOR.
  2. IT MAKES IT HARDER TO BRING UP CERTAIN SCRIPTURES WHICH YOU KNOW A RICH PERSON MIGHT FIND OFFENSIVE.  

3. A PASTOR MAY BE TEMPTED TO PREACH ON THE FAVORITE SCRIPTURES OF THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTE THE MOST TO THE CHURCH INSTEAD OF PREACHING WHAT GOD SAYS TO PREACH.

4. IT PROVIDES A TEMPTATION TO BE HARDER ON THOSE WHOM THE PASTOR KNOWS DOES NOT GIVE WHAT THEY SHOULD.

   The reasoning which is often used is, "If I lose this person's financial support, I won't have much of a church anymore, and so the Gospel will be hindered.  So, it is better for me to preach other things than to offend the givers."
  THESE ARE TEMPTATIONS TO A PASTOR.   THEY DO NOT MEAN THAT HE WILL SUBMIT TO THE TEMPTATION, BUT ALLOWING TEMPTATIONS SUCH AS THESE TO CONFRONT A PASTOR EVERY WEEK IS AN UNNECESSARY TROUBLE TO BEAR.  AVOID IT WHENEVER YOU CAN. 

 
USING THE OFFERINGS


  THE CHURCH TREASURER MUST APPLY THE OFFERING FUNDS (note:  these are different than a tithe) SPECIFICALLY IN THE WAY THAT IS AUTHORIZED BY THE DONOR SO LONG AS IT IS A GODLY PURPOSE AND FITS THE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH.  Remember that, the tithe cannot be designated by the giver.   It is at the discretion of the Pastor and leaders of the church as they see God's will

 

------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  Assign the students to compose a written paper discussing the differences between tithes and offerings.  The students are expected to give a strong Biblical defense in their papers, along with examples of what may be included in tithes and offerings.
-----------------------------------------------

 

 
HOW MUCH OF THE CHURCH'S FINANCES SHOULD BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ?  
This is largely a cultural issue.  In some countries, the church's business affairs are open for all to see.  In others, it is felt that the Church's business is no one's business except for its members.  Church members who are spiritually minded often consider looking at the church financial records to be certain that the purposes God intended are carried out.  This is a good thing, and provides a way to ensure against misuse of God's money.

 

Taking that even further, in some areas, even members are not given any accounting unless they are members in good standing, and have specifically requested the information.  

 

 

TEACH AND INSIST UPON BIBLICAL GIVING
  TEACH THAT TITHING A REQUIREMENT FOR ALL THOSE WANTING A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD.  Many churches have tithing listed as a requirement for a person to be a member in good standing with the church.  Tithing is not a Biblical option.  It is a requirement in Scripture.  

 

  TEACH REGULARLY WHAT TITHING MEANS.  Use Biblical truths when receiving the tithe.

 

  TEACH WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS A TITHE REALLY IS.  
       --It is the Lord's, not ours.   Leviticus 27:30 “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD.”
        --IT IS IMPORTANT TO STRESS THIS FACT.   God makes it plain that the tithe belongs to God, and that we are not allowed to keep what He said we should give.  If we keep it and use it, it is the same as stealing from God.  Malachi 3:8 “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.”

 
    --It literally means, "One-Tenth."   The Hebrew word used in Scripture, is (Strong's Concordance Number: 04643) isמעשׂר  ma‘aser mah-as-ayr’ 

 TITHING IS AN ACT OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD, JUST AS BEING BAPTIZED IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD..  It is also an act of worship, whereby we recognize that God has allowed us to receive His money, and we are to keep 90%, and return the other 10% back to Him, as He said.  Tithing should never be considered "optional."   God requires it.  When we collect the tithes, it is not the people giving of their own money, but they are returning to God what He has put into their hands.  It is sometimes stated, "We will now collect the tithes which God has placed in our hands."   

   INSTRUCT THE PEOPLE ABOUT OFFERINGS, AND HOW OFFERINGS ARE DIFFERENT THAN A TITHE.   OFFERINGS AND TITHES ARE DISTINGUISHED AS TWO SEPARATE ACTS OF GIVING.   2 Chronicles 31:5 “And as soon as the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the field; and the tithe of all things brought they in abundantly.”

 

SOME PEOPLE OBJECT TO TITHING BY SUGGESTING THAT TITHING IS A LAW OF MOSES, AND THEREFORE IS NOT REQUIRED OF NON-JEWS.  This is an obvious misunderstanding of Scriptures.  Hebrews 7:2 “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;”   Hebrews 7:4 “Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.”
 

First of all, Abraham was not a Jew.  (The Jewish people did not exist until the sons of Jacob were all born (several generations AFTER Abraham).   Secondly, those who say that tithing is no longer valid because it is a Law of Moses, and therefore does not apply to those who do not have the Law of Moses are wrong.  The fact is, Moses did not include Tithing as a law until many years AFTER Abraham died.  Abraham, a Gentile, TITHED BEFORE the Law included tithing.   Therefore, tithing was a law of God which applied at all people, Jew and Gentile, BEFORE the Law of Moses was even written in stone.  Abraham knew he was supposed to tithe without the Laws of Moses, and was obedient to God.

 

Jacob, long before the Laws of Moses were written, shows his commitment to tithing.  Genesis 28:22 “And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.”

 

  
SOME PEOPLE OBJECT TO TITHING BY CONTENDING THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE ENOUGH FUNDS TO TITHE.  But, the truth is that if we own ANYTHING AT ALL, we can tithe.  If we receive anything from someone as a gift, it ultimately came from the hand of God as a trust for us to hold and then show our obedience to God by giving ten percent of it back to Him.

 

In one case, a very poor Christian had no money at all.  He had been without a job, and there was no income for several months.  When he finally used up all the money he had saved, people from the church came and began to help him.  They brought him a small amount of money and a large amount of food.  He was overwhelmed by God's grace is providing all his needs.  He took the small funds that they had given and gave ten percent back to the Lord when tithes and offerings were received that Sunday.  Out of the food which he was given, he made a meal large enough that he took a portion, and went to a neighbor who was also a church member in poverty, and gave her that portion.  THE TRUTH THIS MAN PROVIDED IS THAT IF WE HAVE ANYTHING, ONE-TENTH OF IT AUTOMATICALLY BELONGS TO GOD.  

 

In the case of the poor widow, Jesus commends the woman for her complete faithfulness.  She not only tithed, but included an offering.  It was much (a "mite" was such as small coin, it would take many just to buy the cheapest of items).  What she gave was more than the rich men in the place.  She gave all she had left.  What Faith !   She knew that God would provide for her.  Mark 12:41-44  “And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much.  And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.  And He called unto Him His disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:  For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.”   Jesus did not say that she should have kept the money because she was poor.  He did not say that she gave too much.  He pointed to her as an example of obedience and that this woman was faithful.   All Christians can benefit from knowing her faithfulness.

 

 
  INSTRUCT THE PEOPLE ABOUT THE BIBLICAL PURPOSE AND MANNER OF OFFERINGS.   The offerings are different from the Tithes in that offerings MAY BE designated for a specific mission, ministry, or purpose of the Church, while Tithes may not be so designated.  

AN OFFERING IS SOMETHING WHICH GOES BEYOND A TITHE.  IT IS A FREELY GIVEN AMOUNT TO HELP GOD'S WORK.  IT MAY BE DESIGNATED TOWARD A PARTICULAR PROJECT (such as "Building Fund," "Youth outreach," "Gospel Tracts," "Pastor's Evangelism Trip," etc.).  AN OFFERING MAY ALSO BE TIME OR EFFORTS GIVEN FREELY FOR A PROJECT (such as work on a church, service to others in the Name of the Lord, etc.).

AN OFFERING MAY ALSO BE NON-DESIGNATED, ALLOWING THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH TO PRAYERFULLY APPLY IT WHERE IT IS MOST NEEDED.  

 

A TITHE IS NOT A SACRIFICE.  IT IS RETURNING WHAT HAS BEEN GOD'S MONEY ALL ALONG.   Some want to promote themselves before others by claiming that their tithe is a sacrifice.  This quickly breaks down when shown what a true tithe is.  An offering, however, since it comes from our own free-will, can at times be a true sacrifice.  (A sacrifice is when we take something that we actually need, and give it to the Lord).

  A Christian man made chairs from trees in the nearby forest.  He would sell them to a man who owned a large store in the town.  When the chair maker received his first payment, the merchant gave him what they had agreed to.  But, he also included an extra amount--a loan--that was to help the chair maker make trips to the forest and keep his tools sharp and effective.  He told the chair maker, "When I give you your money each week, I will give you a small amount (10%) that I want you to use, but then give it back to me the following week."  The chair maker was happy to receive this blessing, and did as he was instructed.  

  However, one week, he went out and bought a very expensive radio.  When he brought that week's chairs to the merchant, the merchant was very disappointed that the chair maker did not have his money to give back to him.  He had spent it, and failed to be faithful with money that was not his own.

The store owner forgave him because he was a man full of grace.  The chair maker was so appreciative that he not only was faithful in give back the man his 10%, but he also added a couple free chairs.

If we analyze this story correctly, the chair maker gave the store owner 10%, which belonged to the store owner.  That would be like a Christian giving God back His Tithe.  But, when the chair maker was thankful for the forgiveness shown to him, he added to the ten percent.  That amount was considered to be an offering.  The store maker blessed him for that, and soon, the chair maker prospered for his faithfulness.  

  One of the very important principles the Bible teaches us is that God gives us more than we deserve.  He gives us a loan of more than we deserve.  But, then, He expects us to be faithful to return the money which is not ours.  When a person receives money that is not their own, and then refuses to return it, it is called stealing.  

The Bible speaks of a widow woman who gave everything she had.  Luke 21:4  “For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.”   Hers was a sacrificial offering.  Although the amount (2 mites) was a smaller amount of money than the offerings given by the rich men, this poor woman gave all she had, and God counted this a greater offering than all that the others gave. 

 

Each time Jesus teaches a parable about the Master giving to his servants, He always requires that the money He gave to them must be returned to Him again.  (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:12-27).  The tithe is God's loan to us.  We are required to give it back.  It does not belong to us.   Trying to keep something that belongs to someone else is called "stealing, theft, etc."   But, an offering is strictly voluntary, and comes from love, admiration, and praise.

 

--------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  ASSIGN the students to create a sermon titled, "Tithing is a Responsibility and a Privilege."   Have each one present their sermon in class over the next few sessions.
-------------------------------------------------

 
THE BIBLICAL CHURCH IS SUPPOSED TO BE SELF-SUSTAINING.
  EXCEPTIONS INCLUDE TIMES OF SERIOUS ECONOMIC CRISIS IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA.   THESE EXCEPTIONS HAVE BEEN AT TIMES OF SEVERE PERSECUTION OR FAMINE.

 

THE CHURCH IS SUPPOSED TO PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF THE PASTOR.

 

NOT ALL OFFICES IN THE CHURCH SHOULD BE PAID POSITIONS.
  ENCOURAGE THE BRETHREN TO BE FAITHFUL TO THE LORD FOR THE GIFTS AND ABILITIES HE HAS GIVEN THEM.  We should highly commend those who volunteer their efforts without pay of any kind, because they do so for good causes and a sincere heart.  
  Most churches will never able to pay all those who want payment for their services.  It is neither wise nor good use of the Lord's money to develop an expectation that the work of God must always be a paid position.  

 

EMPHASIZE THE TRUTH THAT OUR GREATEST REWARDS WILL COME AT THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST.  THOSE WILL BE ETERNAL REWARDS, AND WE SHOULD SEEK THOSE THINGS MORE THAN THE EARTHLY REWARDS WHICH WILL PASS AWAY.

 
  GOD IS ANGRY AT PEOPLE WHO WANT TO BE PAID BEFORE THEY WILL DO WHAT GOD WANTS THEM TO DO.  Malachi 1:10 “Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.”

 

In many churches, the only paid position is that of the pastor.  In fact, in many churches, those with other areas of service pay for their own supplies, transportation, and any other expenses by themselves.  This is done without them taking their tithe and using it for those things.  They continue to deposit their tithe into the Lord's treasury at the church, and God will reward them for their faithfulness and love for the Lord.

 

 
USE GOD'S MONEY ACCORDING TO HIS PLANS, AS ESTABLISHED IN SCRIPTURE.
  ASK, WHAT ARE THE PRIORITIES OF GOD ?  WHAT DOES HE SHOW TO BE THE MOST IMPORTANT THING ?

--HE TAKES CARE OF HIS CHILDREN.

--HIS HEART IS TO REACH THE LOST.

 

WHAT IS MY TEACHING PLAN FOR FINANCIAL MATTERS ?

 

DO I TEACH THE PEOPLE THE BIBLICAL WAY TO USE FUNDS ?

 

MONEY IS ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT THINGS FOR A WEAK CHRISTIAN TO SURRENDER TO GOD.  IT IS THE CARNAL NATURE THAT DESIRES TO HOLD ONTO MONEY AND MATERIAL THINGS.  THEREFORE, WHEN A PASTOR, EVANGELIST, OR BIBLE TEACHER TELLS A CONGREGATION THAT THEY ALL SHOULD TITHE, IT CAN SOMETIMES BRING OUT SOME VERY DEEP EMOTIONS AND FEELINGS OF REBELLION.

 

IT IS ONLY WHEN THE PASTOR INSTRUCTS HIS PEOPLE IN LOVE AND UNDERSTANDING FROM THE BIBLE THAT THEY WILL BEGIN TO SUBMIT TO GOD.   A CHRISTIAN WHO IS TRULY DESIROUS OF COMING CLOSER TO GOD WILL WELCOME THE INSTRUCTION, AND WILL BEGIN TO SEE HOW GIVING IN FAITH WILL PROSPER HIS LIFE.  FOR MOST PASTORS, THIS IS A LONG-TERM PROJECT OF TEACHING, ENCOURAGING FAITH, AND SEEING RESULTS STEP BY STEP.

 
----------------------------------------------------
INSTRUCTOR:  ASSIGN the students a paper on this subject: "Which will bring the greater rewards from God--Tithing, or Offerings ?"
----------------------------------------------------

 

 
PLEASE OBSERVE THIS.
TEACHING ABOUT MONEY CAN BE A VERY SENSITIVE AND HARD TO LEARN TRUTH FOR MANY PEOPLE.  BE CAREFUL TO LISTEN TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN THIS REGARD.   SOME PASTORS PREACH ABOUT TITHING EVERY WEEK, AND THEIR CONGREGATION SUFFERS BECAUSE THERE ARE OTHER ESSENTIAL TEACHINGS WHICH SHOULD BE GIVEN.  OTHERS TEACH ON TITHING ONLY ONCE A YEAR OR LESS, AND THE CONGREGATION SUFFERS BECAUSE SOME ARE NOT PRESENT, OR ARE DISTRACTED, AND THEREFORE COULD GO SEVERAL YEARS BEFORE ACTUALLY HEARING THE TRUTH OF THIS MATTER.  

 

AS A PASTOR/TEACHER, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH (2 Timothy 2:15), AND BRING IT TO THE ATTENTION OF YOUR PEOPLE WHENEVER THE SPIRIT OF GOD COMMANDS YOU.   BUT, BE CAREFUL TO NEVER ALLOW YOUR OWN FLESH DETERMINE IT.  

 

My own practice has been to bring the people to love God supremely by teaching them the whole Word of God.  A congregation which truly loves God will be more willing to give of their material things and obey His Word regarding tithing and offerings.

 

KEEPING RECORDS 
OUR ACCOUNTINGS MUST BE HONEST AND WRITTEN AS EVIDENCE OF OUR HONESTY.  EACH PASTOR AND CONGREGATION SHOULD DETERMINE WHO THE FINANCIAL MATTERS WILL BE OPEN TO.

 

OBVIOUSLY, THE LEADERS OF THE CHURCH, BOTH PASTOR AND ELDERS, SHOULD HAVE FREE ACCESS TO ALL FINANCIAL MATTERS WHICH THEY CHOOSE TO KNOW.  OVERSEERS WHICH NOURISH AND GUIDE THE LOCAL CHURCH SHOULD ALSO HAVE ACCESS TO THIS INFORMATION SO THEY MAY BE ABLE TO DIRECT AND HELP THE CHURCH IN WHAT SHOULD BE TAUGHT.

 

 

SAMPLE ACCOUNTING SHEETS.
The following sheet is a basic accounting sheet which is used each month to provide church leadership the information required.  The Treasurer should make certain that the accounting is correct, and then sign it each month, verifying the information.

 

These sheets may be modified, or other sheets may be used which would be more appropriate to each congregation.  These sheets may be modified, or other sheets may be used which would be more appropriate to each congregation. These are just provided as general guides.
 

Whatever accounting pages you decide to use should be kept securely for an indefinite period of time.  Do not allow sloppy bookkeeping and loss of records ruin your defense against false accusations.   
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total received:





total funds spent:





TOTAL AMOUNT:


 





This is my accounting of the funds received:


 





Treasurer Signature       





Date: ____________________


 


 


 


 





FUNDS RECEIVED





FUNDS SPENT





AMOUNT                                    DATE


 














 





 








 








 








 











 








 








 








AMOUNT                                    DATE


 














 





 








 








 








 











 








 








 











special offerings:





amount left from previous month:





TREASURER'S REPORT for the month of:                             , 20___


    _______________________________________________CHURCH





MINUS FUNDS SPENT:





REMAINING FUNDS:





+





+





-





2 Corinthians 9:7 


Every man according as he 


purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 


necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.


 


 


 









