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To maintain a high level of spiritual and education standards for Blueprint For Revival Institutes worldwide, we are requiring all instructors to successfully complete the following Instructor Course.  

 

This course is a basic and simple course which is designed to remind the Instructor of their God-given responsibilities, encourage development of teaching techniques, to ensure that each Instructor has a good understanding of what is expected of them, and how the Blueprint For Revival courses are designed to be taught.   Techniques and ways of teaching that are noted in this course are expected to be utilized by the Instructor in their future work at the Institute.

 

Each Instructor is given a 6 month period to satisfactorily complete this course (a relatively long time, so that the Instructor will be able to continue on with their current ministries).  It must be completed by the Instructor without assistance from anyone else.  Copying the work of anyone else will result in a failing grade.  During the 6 month period given to each Instructor, the Instructor may continue to teach in the Bible Institute.  However, if this Instructor's Course receives a failing grade, the Instructor will not be able to continue teaching in the Bible Institute during the following school term until he has fulfilled the requirements satisfactorily.

 

We expect to provide periodic helpful updated training courses for Instructors in the future.

 

YOU SHOULD SEND THIS:

1. A written statement telling about your salvation experience.

2. A written statement telling about your age, place of residence, education, marital status, number of children (if any), and church affiliation.  

3. ALL ASSIGNMENTS--WRITTEN OR TYPED--(Please send ALL the assignments together at one time).  ALL assignment must be completed.  They are counted instead of  tests for the purpose of successfully completing the course.

***All written material sent must be legible.  If we cannot read what you have written, we will not be able to grade your work.  

 

Send all the above to:

BLUEPRINT FOR REVIVAL MINISTRIES, Inc.

PO Box 400

Belleview, Florida, 34421  USA

 

 

All work will be graded at the USA location.  Upon successful competition, the Instructor will be given a Teacher Training Certificate, noting the successful training, and authorizing them to teach in the Blueprint Bible Institute.  

 
BECOMING A BETTER TEACHER

 

By setting an example for the proper and most effective ways to teach, we can inspire church leaders have a greater degree of success for the Lord.  However, this often involves laying aside some old ways of teaching that you have previously learned, and adopting ones which are based upon more Biblical teaching principles.  

 

It is an important part of your efforts with Blueprint For Revival Ministries to teach these materials in the most effective Biblical manner possible.  We are living in the Last Days, and it is vital that we make our work for the Lord as spiritually profitable as possible.

 

The following course is short, but it requires serious attention to how improvements can be made in the classroom and overall teaching effectiveness.   Instead of tests at the end of the course, you will be given opportunities throughout the course to fulfill ASSIGNMENTS which we trust will be helpful in expanding your own effectiveness and yieldedness to the Holy Spirit.  You will find these ASSIGNMENT SECTIONS to be helpful and useful as you prepare for each class.

 

WHY SHOULD YOU WANT TO BECOME A BETTER TEACHER ?

 

1. GOD WANTS YOUR BEST.   HE DESERVES OUR BEST.

  THERE IS A CLEAR COMMAND FOR WHATEVER WE DO.  Colossians 3:23  “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;”    So, we must do our work "heartily."  What does "HEARTILY" --the Greek word, ψυχη (psuche psoo-khay’) actually mean ?  It means, "heart," that part of the soul which is life itself. We might see it as enthusiasm with faith and knowledge.

 

  WE MUST BE DOING OUR BEST SO WE CAN PLEASE GOD.  Galatians 1:10  “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.”  There must be no selfish purposes leading the Instructor to teach.  He is teaching because he loves the Lord, and seeks to please Him, regardless of whether men approve or disapprove.  His goals should be to please the Lord, utilizing the talents God has given to him.  It should never be for donations, money, or to please another human being. 

  

 ASSIGNMENT #1:  

1. Expand on the principle that Christians should be giving their best to the Lord.  Find Scriptures which show that a true Believer should be doing their best for the Lord.  Take each Scripture individually, and write out a strong argument that you could use in a teaching session (church or institute) that would prove how God wants us to give our best for His work. 

2. Explain the difference between giving what you have had for years and what the growing Christian can give for the glory of God.  

 
2. GOD PROVIDED A WAY FOR YOU TO CONSTANTLY IMPROVE YOUR TEACHING SKILLS.

 

We want our students to grow in faith and knowledge.  But, as Instructors, we must lead the way.  Our own walk with the Lord must be one where we constantly desire to know the Lord better and serve Him more effectively.  2 Peter 3:18  “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.”

 

ISRAEL IN THE OLD TESTAMENT HAD ZEAL, BUT LACKED KNOWLEDGE.  We should avoid the same mistake.  We certainly need a zeal for the things of God, but we must also have a knowledge of the things we get excited about.    Romans 10:1-2  “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.  For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.”

 

ASSIGNMENT #2:

1. How does grace and the knowledge of the Lord work together to produce a stronger Christian ?

2. Prepare a complete lesson from the Bible (for church or institute) where you prove to your students that if they keep growing in the Lord, they will improve the usefulness of their spiritual gifts, too.  Suggestion:  Find a Bible character who grew in their usefulness to the Lord as they grew closer to Him.

3. What is the negative side of a Christian life that depends upon zeal, or emotions, rather than being anchored in the Word of God ?

 

3. BLUEPRINT FOR REVIVAL REQUIRES A HIGH STANDARD FOR THOSE TEACHING THE BLUEPRINT BIBLE INSTITUTE COURSES.

 

The reward for doing an exceptional work for the Lord does not come from men.  If we wanted to copy the same standards which others do, we would require that all our instructors have a specific formal education from a well-known college or seminary.  Instead, we require compliance with the Biblical standard for teaching.  In most cases, those standards will be higher than those set by the secular world.  

 

When we consider how we can become more effective teachers, there is one factor which we should desire to be the primary goal--TO TEACH LIKE JESUS DID.  There is no better example than Jesus.  

 

ASSIGNMENT #3:

1. Do you think the standards of this world will be effective in producing Spirit-filled Christians who can accomplish their assignments for the glory of God ?    Explain your answer.

2. Have you previously studied and put into action the techniques which Jesus used to teach His disciples ?  Explain why, or why not.

3. What can we learn from the way Jesus taught that will make us more effective in our own teaching ministries ?  Make a list of things which Jesus did that made His teaching more memorable and effective.

 

WHY DID JESUS TEACH ?

   His primary goal was not to teach, although everything Jesus did was perfect and beyond the capabilities of sinful man.   We know from Scripture that He came down to earth to die for our sins. Mark 10:45  “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  John 10:10 “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”   John 12:46 “I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on Me should not abide in darkness.”   He certainly could have accomplished that without the extensive teaching ministry which He had.  

 

  So, what part does teaching play in His earthly ministry ?  Although it was not His primary mission on earth, it was important enough that He was teaching His disciples (literally translated “learners”) almost every day throughout His earthly ministry.   He taught specific areas of knowledge which would help people live more successful (by God's standards).  

 

HE TAUGHT PEOPLE HOW TO LIVE CORRECTLY BEFORE GOD AND MEN.

HE TAUGHT PEOPLE HOW TO OVERCOME LIFE'S TROUBLES.

HE TAUGHT HOW TO DEVELOP A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

HE TAUGHT THOSE THINGS WHICH WOULD COME IN THE FUTURE AND HOW TO 

PREPARE FOR THEM.

HE TAUGHT THE MYSTERIES OF GOD.

 

ASSIGNMENT #4:

1. Why does the Bible make the emphasis that Jesus came to die ?  Didn't He also heal and teach ?  Explain why His emphasis on dying is so important for the true Believer.  Use Scripture to prove your points.

2. Prepare a teaching lesson based upon the theme: "Why Was Dying So Important To Jesus ?"

 

 

 

 

WHAT METHODS DID JESUS USE ?

Jesus taught using a number of different methods.  He varied His teaching methods according to the people who were listening, the degree of their spiritual maturity, and the type of Truth He wanted to convey.  

 

1. VERBALLY TEACHING SIMPLE DOCTRINAL TRUTH. 

THE FIRST PART WAS USUALLY VERBAL TEACHING.  HE ESTABLISHED A GOAL FOR THE TEACHING.   (PUTTING GOD FIRST AND ABOVE ALL ELSE).    Matthew 6:33  “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
     THEN, HE SENT THEM OUT WITHOUT ANY FOOD, MONEY, EXTRA CLOTHING, ETC.  HE EXPECTED THEM TO PUT WHAT THEY HAD BEEN TAUGHT INTO ACTION, AND SEE HOW GOD WORKED.   Luke 22:35  “And He said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing.”
 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT #5:

1. Using the teaching plan of : Making it simple, Making it understandable, and Making it practical, create a teaching lesson (for church or institute) on the Theme, "Biblical Love."

2. Taking your own experiences into account, why would a student 

--get bored,

--get tired, 

--fall asleep, 

--be uninterested, 

--or be easily distracted in a teaching situation within a classroom ?   

Address each of those conditions with a reason why they might exist ?

 

  

2. HE TAUGHT BY GIVING EXAMPLES, ILLUSTRATIONS.  

    --POSITIVE EXAMPLES.  WHAT THEY SHOULD BE DOING.  Mark 12:42-44 “And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing.  And He called unto Him His disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:  For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.”
 

    --NEGATIVE EXAMPLES.  WHAT THEY SHOULD NOT FOLLOW.  Luke 12:16-21  “And He spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
  

ASSIGNMENT #6:

1. Prepare a lesson (for church or institute) on the theme: "Bible People Who Were Powerful Examples."  Use both bad and good examples in your lesson, and give reasons why your students should learn from each, and what each example should mean to them.  

  

 

3. HE TAUGHT BY MAKING DISCIPLES THINK THROUGH PARABLES.  Matthew 13:10-11  “And the disciples came, and said unto Him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?  He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.”
 

NOT EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS.  As a result, there are many false doctrines and sometimes people depend upon alleged dreams and visions which contradict the Bible in order to influence others.  As an Instructor, you should be teaching the doctrinal truths which are established from the Bible.  There may be some minor areas where you might not agree with what a Blueprint For Revival Bible Course states, but you are required to teach the doctrines which appear in the material provided to you.  This is required so that the personal opinions and doctrines of individual Instructors does not interfere with the students individually seeking what the Bible actually teaches.  

 

When Jesus taught, He warned his students, disciples, to beware of anyone's opinions about the Truth.  He used parables as a means of separating the false learners from those who truly were seeking the truth.  A false learner will apply his own interpretation to a parable--which, most of the time, does not conform to the lesson that Jesus was truly to communicate.  The true seeker of truth will listen carefully to what Jesus provided, taking the hints and implications to interpret it in context of the things He had been teaching.  And, whenever a true seeker of the Truth could not understand what a parable meant, he would go to the Lord and ask.  The disciples had to go to Jesus and ask what a parable meant several times.  Others would stand satisfied in their own interpretation.  

 

Examples of the true learners, disciples, seeking the interpretation from our Lord when they did not understand initially.

Matthew 15:15  “Then answered Peter and said unto Him, Declare unto us this parable.”
Mark 4:13  “And He said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?”
Luke 8:9  “And His disciples asked Him, saying, What might this parable be?”
 

ASSIGNMENT #7:

1. Describe why it is important for those who do not understand a Biblical principle to be able to ask questions about it with their Instructor.

2. What ways can an Instructor make it comfortable for a student to ask questions, especially, if to the student, the questions seem stupid or dumb ?

3. Make a list of all the people throughout your own life who have taught you spiritual things.  Beside each name, state whether that influence was good or bad.

 

  

4. HE TAUGHT BY PUSHING DISCIPLES INTO EXPERIENCES.  Mark 6:45-50  “And straightway He constrained His disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida, while He sent away the people.  And when He had sent them away, He departed into a mountain to pray.  And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and He alone on the land.  And He saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night He cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them.  But when they saw Him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out:  For they all saw Him, and were troubled. And immediately He talked with them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.”
 

Jesus knew beforehand that there would be a storm which would hinder the disciples from reaching the other side.  Nevertheless, He instructed them to go there.  He wanted them to learn to depend upon Him, and not their own strength.  This was undoubtedly taught in a classroom setting, but it did not have had as much impact as it did when they were fruitlessly rowing to get to the other side on their own strength.  

 

One of the reasons that we encourage you to take your students out into the villages and towns to preach and share the Gospel there is so the students will gain a more complete understanding of the purposes and various aspects of the Great Commission which they could not learn in a classroom situation.

 

ASSIGNMENT #8:

1.  Prepare a teaching lesson from the Bible (for institute use), on the theme, "Brotherly Love." At the conclusion of your lecture, show how you would lead your students to fulfill the Bible's requirements for practical love among the brethren.  Where would you take them (outside the classroom) to make them understand how practical and helpful this teaching can be to God's people ?

2. We know that Jesus did not have a school classroom to teach in.  If you did not have a classroom, what would be your next choice for a meeting location where you could teach your students the Bible ?  Explain why you would choose this location.

 

   

DO WE REALLY KNOW WHO ARE WE TEACHING ?  

  In our own teaching ministries, we must be careful to know the type of student that is listening.  Some have a good background in Bible study, while others may be self-taught, or only have a small amount of serious Bible study.  Each present a unique set of challenges which you need to overcome in order to provide the best and most effective teaching.

1. THE EXPERIENCED BIBLE STUDENT.  This is the experienced pastor or evangelist who has studied the Bible for years and has already been teaching.  Sometimes it is a challenging category to teach since they often have pre-conceived ideas which may clash with what you are trying to present.  The best way to meet this challenge is with prayer and a solid, clear presentation of the Scriptural basis for your teachings.  As with any student, you can only present the truth, and then it is up to them whether to accept it, or not.  But, the experienced student will rightfully demand that you give them a Scriptural basis for all teaching, and it is up to you to provide it.

 

ASSIGNMENT #9:

1. What specific challenges could you face in teaching an experienced pastor or evangelist ?

2. Would you expect more or less classroom participation from an experienced student ?  Explain your answer.

3. Imagine that you had a pastor or another Believer who had more formal education than yourself as a student.  Would you feel intimidated by his presence in your class ?  What would you do to overcome any concerns about someone being a more experienced, or older, Bible student than yourself ?

 

2. THE SELF-TAUGHT STUDENT.  Some students have little or no formal training.  Most of their knowledge comes from their personal time in the Word, or from very limited teaching where they went to church previously.  Teaching this type of student requires that you firmly establish the importance of the Bible as the final word and authority for our beliefs.  Many self-taught students have difficulty with the discipline of learning.  They often have poor study habits, are often rather undisciplined, and need to be taught the basics in how to study the Bible correctly.

 

Instead of condemning the student for what appears to be inefficient methods of Bible study, encourage the student to try things your way, and see if it makes a difference.  Tell him to do both his way and yours if that doesn't work.  But, always try to get him to focus on the most effective way he can use to know God's Word. 

ASSIGNMENT #10:

1.  When a self-taught student disagrees with your teaching because he feels that he has studied enough on his own to argue with your teaching, what things can you say or do that would help this student get the right focus ?  Be specific about what you could say or do that would help the student to get focused upon Biblical principles more than human traditions.

 

  3. THE CASUAL, OR UNTRAINED STUDENT.   This type of student often falls into one of two sub-categories.  (Be sensitive to this type of student's willingness to pick up any seminar, any book, any radio broadcast, and anything said by someone offering "free" enlightenment.  This type of student is easily led astray until they become anchored upon the Word of God--and that is YOUR job, to get them anchored).  

 

The first type may be excited about learning, and is ready to absorb everything taught.  The second type may be unaware of how important it is to have a strong foundation, and therefore takes Bible study as an unnecessary burden on his way to becoming more accepted within church leadership.  This type of student needs to be convinced that it is God's will for him to become a true seeker of God's Word (2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”)  The student who does not grasp this Biblical truth quickly needs to be sent packing and without any recognition of a calling from God.  ALL God's servants are learners, or disciples, and those who don't wish to be a true learner should not be given credentials which would give others any false impressions about their seriousness.

 
ASSIGNMENT #11:

1. What must you establish firmly from the beginning of your teaching to the end that applies to all categories of students ?   How will you go about to establish this foundation ?

2. Give the two basic categories of CASUAL, OR UNTRAINED students, and explain the characteristics which exist in each category.

3. How can you take one truth and apply it to all three categories of learners ?  Is there something that will help you to teach all of them ?  Explain your answer.

  
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TEACHER HAVING THE POWER TO TEACH.

This requires a special "gift" from the Lord. 1 Corinthians 12:4-7  “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”
 

It also requires a God-given authority...a special approval for the task.

 I Corinthians 12:27-28  “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”
 
The Holy Spirit is the most important Ally of the Instructor.  

 

It requires that the Instructor must be in a close relationship with the Lord.  John 15:5

 “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.” 

ASSIGNMENT #12:

1. Make a list of all the ESSENTIAL non-material (spiritual) things which an Instructor of the Word of God should have.  

2. Make a list of all the desirable non-material things which an Instructor should have to be the most effective teacher of the Word he or she could be (include spiritual things which you may not have at this point).  

3. Go back and review both lists.  Make a third list of the things which YOU have that you mentioned on both lists.

 

 

HOW TO TEACH THE COURSES FROM BLUEPRINT FOR REVIVAL

Your work is to get the student anchored in the Word, provide a strong foundation of Bible truths, and to give the student tools he will need to have a life-time of accurately "rightly dividing the Word of Truth"   (2 Timothy 2:15).    The courses sent to you are not complete since every class and every country will use a different combination of teaching methods and programs.  The decision on how the courses will be taught should be at the prayerful wisdom of the instructor.

  

 

PREPARATION:  You will need to do certain things prior to your class time that will make your session with the students effective.  If you simply walk into class, and read from a paper or book, you will fail.  Your students can read.  What are you doing for them ?  There must be an impact which mere lectures or printed information cannot give.  It is the duty of the instructor to become that difference through which the Holy Spirit works.  

 

  --YOU WILL NEED TO PRAY FOR WISDOM.  Handling different categories of students who are in the same classroom, require different approaches, and have different ministries in their future demands that you obtain wisdom from Almighty God.  Some will come to class with heavy hearts because of missing their families, family problems, lack of food, or other issues.  They might be extremely attentive on one day, but drowsy the next.  God knows how to effectively communicate, and He desires to work His ministry of teaching through you.  That requires that you obtain HIS wisdom.   James 1:5  “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”
 

  --YOU WILL NEED TO STUDY.   It is too common for an Instructor to simply open an Instructor's manual, and attempt to teach exclusively from the pages contained therein.  There is so much more to teaching than this !  If the instructor doesn't study, why would he expect his students to do so ?  2 Timothy 2:15  “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
 

ASSIGNMENT #13:  Develop a system for keeping notes of your studies.  You will find these to be helpful in teaching both inside and outside the Institute.  Explain how you would organize your studies--According to topic, or according to Scripture Book and Verse ?  (Which would work best for you ?)  There is no "right" or "wrong" answer for this assignment.  It is designed to get you into a system of study if you haven't developed one already.  

 

 

 

  --YOU WILL NEED TO APPLY THE TRUTHS YOU ARE TEACHING.  A child is taught in school how to count, subtract, divide and multiply.  But, it is not until their first experience of purchasing something with real money that they see the true value of what they had been taught.  That purchase required them to USE what they had learned.  The same is true of many of the Biblical truths you are teaching.  Some students simply cannot grasp the importance of their work until they see it applied in real life.  

 

There was a first encounter for the disciples with the power of God to fill empty stomachs.  Jesus repeated it because He knew that the disciples were not applying His truth to more than mere physical food.    Matthew 14:16  “But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat.”
 

Later, Jesus verbally chastened them for their failure to make the proper application in real life.  

Matthew 16:11  “How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?”
 

Jesus again demonstrates to the disciples about his power over emptiness.  In this case, He was teaching them His ability to fill the void, and that they don't have to leave things empty. 

Matthew 15:32-36  “Then Jesus called his disciples unto Him, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint in the way.  And His disciples say unto Him, Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude?  And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes.  And He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground.  And He took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to His disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.”
 

He sends them across the sea to Magdala where the spiritually empty Pharisees and Sadducees were waiting for Him.  Matthew 16:1-3  “The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired Him that He would shew them a sign from heaven.  He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.  And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?”
 

BUT, instead of the disciples applying the implied lesson to a spiritual situation, they assumed His response was about the lack of food for them.  THEY MISSED THE SPIRITUAL TRUTH !

 

  --Jesus then re-directs the application from their failed use of it to the application DEALING WITH PEOPLE WHO WERE EMPTY SPIRITUALLY.  Matthew 16:5-12   “And when His disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread. Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.  Which when Jesus perceived, He said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread? Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?  Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?  How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?  Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”
 

This was to teach them that Truth is applied in many ways, including spiritual ways.  They had limited the Truth and could not see how it applied to the spiritual emptiness of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.   But, by bringing them into a real-life situation, they had to learn another, broader application of the Truth Jesus had lectured them about already.  Many times you will have to help your students to see the ways in which the Truth should be applied.  Some students want to hold Truth in their lives as an unusable mental doctrine or intellectual trophy.  That requires less from them.  It is a lazy learner's way to get through school.

 

ASSIGNMENT # 14:  Taking any one lesson from the Blueprint Institute courses, develop a way that the students can see firsthand how they would be made more effective because of their learning.  Your application attempt may be an illustration which comes from your own ministry, or it may be through a skit you could involve the students with that would relate that Biblical truth with what they may have to face in the future.  Give a detailed description of how you would do this.

   

  --YOU MUST BE PREPARED FOR SPIRITUAL COMBAT.  Although your students might appear to be eager to learn, there must be an understanding on your part that Satan desires to keep them from learning how to be closer to the Lord and live more effectively for Him.  We must be preparing ourselves with the knowledge that we are entering a battlefield for the heart of the students.  Not only can you expect distraction in your student's lives now, but you must give them sufficient motivation and information so that their future years of service to the Lord will also be focused and effective.  2 Corinthians 10:5  “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”
 

  --MAKE THE STUDENTS SEE THE PRACTICAL USE, PRODUCTIVE EXPERIENCES, AND THE PRACTICE OF THE TRUTHS YOU ARE TEACHING THEM.   Jesus challenged the disciples to put the principles of faith, which He had already taught them, into use.    Matthew 17:20  “And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.”
  
PRESENTATION.  

  --TEACHING MUST OFTEN OCCUR IN AREAS OF ISOLATION, WHERE YOU CAN CONTROL THE ENVIRONMENT'S NOISES, ACTIVITIES, AND CONDITIONS.  IT IS IMPORTANT TO MAKE THIS AS PRIVATE AND SECLUDED FROM INTERRUPTION AS POSSIBLE.  ELECTRONIC DEVICES, CELL, or MOBILE PHONES, ETC., SHOULD NOT BE PERMITTED.   Mark 3:31-35  “There came then His brethren and His mother, and, standing without, sent unto Him, calling Him.  And the multitude sat about Him, and they said unto Him, Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren without seek for Thee.  And He answered them, saying, Who is My mother, or My brethren?  And He looked round about on them which sat about Him, and said, Behold My mother and My brethren!  For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is My brother, and My sister, and mother.”
 

    >TEACHING IN THE SANCTUARY.  Matthew 26:55  “In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with swords and staves for to take Me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on Me.”
Luke 21:37  “And in the day time He was teaching in the temple; and at night He went out, and abode in the mount that is called the mount of Olives.”
   --SOMETIMES YOU SHOULD TEACH IN THE MIDST OF GOD'S CREATION.  Matthew 21:19-21  “And when He saw a fig tree in the way, He came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.  And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away!  Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.”
 

On another occasion, He brings them out of doors so they can see His great power.

Mark 4:39  “And He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.”
 

   

PROFITING.

  --JESUS MADE DISCIPLES CARRY OUT IN LIFE'S CIRCUMSTANCES WHAT THEY HAD BEEN TAUGHT.  IT IS IMPORTANT TO GET THE STUDENTS TO BEGIN USING THE TRUTHS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.  This is the reason why we insist that evangelism be a part of all student activities, and a requirement for graduation.

 

FOR AN EXAMPLE:  Even when teaching basic doctrinal truths, there has to be some practical application.  In the doctrines which involve the nature and character of God, it is important for the student to see that the manner in which he or she prays reflects what they believe about the nature of God.  If they always pray silently, they omit the very important fact that God is also physical (Jesus), and that He hears us when we pray.  Others pray from written prayers which other people have composed.  In most cases, they do not come from the heart of the individual reading the prayer, and so they miss out on approaching the Father and the Spirit.  This is just one example of how doctrine affects our lives, however, ALL doctrinal truth can be related to our behavior in some manner.  Be careful to help your students to see this and apply what they learn.  

 

        PETER LEARNED OBEDIENCE, EVEN THOUGH JESUS INSTRUCTIONS MAY HAVE SOUNDED TO PETER RATHER STRANGE.  Matthew 17:24-27   “And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute?  He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? Peter saith unto Him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free.  Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for Me and thee.”
 

ASSIGNMENT # 15:  One of the difficult things to overcome in teaching is a student's lack of discipline.  Many students come to classes of instruction with sincerity. They desire to learn.  But, their background at home and in previous schools has left them without the necessary discipline to obtain from the Bible Institute all that they should.  It is comforting to them to find any teacher that will tolerate sloppy and undisciplined behavior and work.  Your assignment is:
 
1. To establish a guideline for student discipline which contains the following elements:

What is expected of students in class.

What is expected from discussion times.

What is expected in your student assignments.   (Type of outline or written format).

What is expected of your students conduct outside of the classroom.

What is expected of your students in their future ministry. 

 

2. Set down specific Scriptures which reveal the importance of obedience to elders (including instructors) that can be distributed to your students on their first day in your class.

 

          JESUS MADE THE DISCIPLES LEARN THE BENEFITS OF OBEDIENCE ACCOMPANIED BY FAITH.   John 6:13  “Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten.”

 

TEACHING BLUEPRINT BIBLE INSTITUTE COURSES

 

These courses were designed to be applied in a wide variety of situations.  Since they are used in many different cultures around the world, they are deliberately designed to be easily adaptable.  This requires effort by the Instructor to take the actual teaching, expand it through a careful study of related Scriptures, and develop ways by which the students can begin to use the material being studied.  If you find that you have gone through the entire course in one or two weeks (20 hours of teaching time), you have not taken sufficient time for deep study or developed practical applications for your students.

 

The courses which have been supplied to you are basic.  They must be completed by you, the Instructor.  In each country, there are certain theological problems which make that country distinct from others.  It is your job to teach the entire course, but spend more time Scripturally  defending the Bible principles which will help your students the most.  For an example, in some countries, where the Prosperity Gospel has become a serious menace, you may have to spend more time showing your students from Scripture the amazing number of Spirit-filled people in the Bible who were materially poor (but rich through faith).  

 

In some doctrinal areas, confusion exists in certain countries among some people in Church leadership.    Therefore, as the Instructor, you have a responsibility to strengthen your students' understanding of what the Bible teaches, always reminding them that the Bible, not man, is our authority and our rock.  

 

Instructors must emphasize over and over that their students should never accept the word of men over the teachings of the Bible.  Your students will come in contact with other pastors and evangelists, hear preaching on radio, see preaching on TV, read religious magazines, etc., and could easily fall into the hands of ungodly people if they are not consciously anchored to the Word of God.  It is your duty to help them see that all their beliefs must come as a result of "rightly dividing the Word of Truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).  

 

Sometimes our courses simply mention a Scripture by location (citing the reference, Revelation 3:19, as an example).  Other times, we will write out the entire verse.  In each situation, you should encourage your students to see these Scriptures in their own Bible and study the context in which they appear, and seek to cross-reference these words or phrases with the same word or phrase in other parts of the Bible.  They must be taught how to study on their own once they leave you and go into or go back to their ministries.  So, what you are doing is laying a foundation from which the Lord can work to keep your students growing in your classroom and forward.  

 

ASSIGNMENT # 16:  

1. Develop and write out a classroom lesson based upon a strong Scriptural presentation of the reasons why your students should reject the concepts of men, and seek the Lord with their whole heart.

2. Develop and write out another lesson for your class where you show the reasons why people divert into areas of false doctrine and errors.  This lesson should show that false doctrine would not be so popular if it was not convincing.  BUT, your students should be instructed on what to look for in false teaching, and how they can fight against it in their own congregations and areas.

 

 
(The following page is not a part of an assignment or test.  It is provided to all Instructors as a guide for beginning each teaching day to obtain the best results for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ).

 

Here is a general checklist for Instructors to use for their own benefit DAILY before teaching:

 

_____I HAVE PRAYED. 

_____I HAVE PRAYED FOR THE STUDENTS WHO NEED THE MOST HELP

_____I HAVE PRAYED FOR MY YIELDEDNESS TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

_____I HAVE PRAYED FOR THE LORD TO GIVE THE STUDENTS  A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE GREATNESS AND WORTHINESS OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR.

 

_____I HAVE PREPARED MYSELF.

_____I APPROACH EACH CLASS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THE DEVIL DOES NOT LIKE WHAT I WILL PRESENT, AND THAT I AM ENTERING A BATTLEFIELD AS A WARRIOR FOR GOD.

_____I HAVE STUDIED THE MATERIALS AS FULLY AS I CAN.

_____I HAVE PREPARED FOR WAYS TO DELIVER THE MATERIAL THAT WILL INSPIRE AND CHALLENGE THE STUDENTS TO SERVE GOD MORE.

_____I HAVE PREPARED MY TEACHINGS WITH PRACTICAL WAYS THEY CAN BE PUT INTO USE.

 

_____I HAVE CONFESSED WHATEVER SIN THERE MIGHT BE IN MY OWN LIFE.

_____I HAVE SOUGHT THE CLEANSING FROM GOD THAT WILL ENABLE THE HOLY SPIRIT TO USE ME.

_____I HAVE SOUGHT THE FILLING OF GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT FOR MY MINISTRY TODAY.

_____I HAVE SET MY EYE UPON SUCCESSFULLY BEING ALL THAT GOD WANTS ME TO BE IN THIS SESSION.
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