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DOCTRINE:  
Part One: The Bible
NOTES:  

1. It is strongly recommended that this answer sheet be used along with the outline text of this course to teach groups.  It is advisable to teach the students from the main text packet first, and when you have completed that packet, review the entire subject by using this “Test Answers” before giving the Final Examination.  (This Q & A packet contains additional information which students should make note of).  

2. When you find that a student has an incorrect answer, OR that the answer could have been stated more completely, please make this known to the student, and give him the correct answer, or what would have merited a better grade.  

1. Why do some “educated” people fail to understand that the Bible is the Word of God ?
Some people, claiming to have “an education,” contend that the Bible is not truly the Word of God.  As is often the case, these “educated” people have limited their learning to only one source of education—that which comes from a sinful, Christ-denying world.  This intellectual dishonesty is clearly seen when a person of average understanding begins looking at the wealth of information about the Bible.  This is information available to everyone, but the Bible-denier is a person who has closed his eyes and heart to studying it.
2. Someone who is not a Christian asks you, “What is the Bible ?”  How do you answer him ?
The Bible is truly the God-breathed Word of the Lord and it is essential to our understanding of God, salvation, the purpose of life, and many other vital issues.  The Bible is sufficient to be our authority in the Church and in our individual lives.
3. What are 5 areas of information for which we depend upon the Bible ?

WE DEPEND UPON THE BIBLE FOR:
1. Information about the past, so we can know what to believe.

2. Information about the future so we can know what to do, and how to prepare.

3. Information about God, and how to please Him.

4. Information about ourselves, so we know our weaknesses and flaws, and commit ourselves to the Lord more completely.

5. Information that will motivate us to live for the Lord Jesus.  

    (2 Cor. 5:8-11, 2 Peter 3: 10-14)
4. What are the four basic areas of evidence which show that the Bible must be the Word of God, and not the words of men ?

These are the basic categories of evidence that the Bible is truly written by God.
1. MATHEMATIC EVIDENCE

2. PROPHETIC EVIDENCE

3. HISTORIC EVIDENCE

4. INTERNAL EVIDENCE

5. State as clearly as you can why the science of mathematics shows that the Bible is the Word of God.

 THE MATHEMATICAL EVIDENCE

These clear evidences reveal that the Bible is truly the “God-written Book.”
The Bible was written over a period of more than

1500 years, through

44 authors, with

44 different personalities, with

44 varied educational and cultural backgrounds,

from 30 different generations,

    writing this material in 

6 different languages or dialects, and wrote

from 12 different countries, in

44 different sets of circumstances....

...yet, the writings which they put down became one unified Book, the Bible.

6. How many human writers did God use to put His Word into writing ?

44

7. How many different generations did these writers come from ?

30

8. How many different countries did the writers write the Scriptures in ?

12

9. What do you think the chances are that these 44 people...
(1). will agree on their descriptions and analysis of God ?  none
(2). will give accurate information about current events ?    none
(3). will give precise, accurate details about what will occur one hundred years from now ?   none
10. State at least four of the non-Messianic prophesies, and how they show that the prophecy must have come from God and not man.
Answers may come from the following examples:

Examples of Non-Messianic Prophecies 
· The Progression of Human Government (Daniel 2:37-42). Daniel foretold the governments in order of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome.  No other prognosticators could come close to the accuracy which the Bible had in foretelling what would occur.

· The Birth and Rule of Cyrus, King of Persia (Isaiah 44:28-45:1). Since Isaiah lived between about 740 and 690 BC (2 Kings 25-21) and Cyrus did not make his proclamation for Israel to return from exile until about 536 (Ezra 1), there would have been no human way for him to know what Cyrus would be named or what Cyrus would do.   With hundreds of years between the prophecy and its’ fulfillment, it would have been impossible for man to know what would occur, and especially that his name would be called Cyrus.

· Israel Would Be Returned to The Promised Land Again.  (Isaiah 11:11-12). The first time was under Nehemiah and Ezra, subsequent to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. The second time was in March, 1948. No other culture in history has been restored, after such a long time frame and the continual attempts to destroy the Jewish people. 

· The Sealing Shut of the Golden Gate (Ezekiel 44:2-3). The Golden Gate is the eastern gate of Jerusalem, through which Christ made his triumphal entry on Palm Sunday before the crucifixion (Matthew 21). Ezekiel predicted its closing and in 1543 Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent closed the gate and walled it up, not knowing he was fulfilling prophecy. It remains sealed to this day exactly as the Bible predicted, waiting to be re-opened when the Lord Jesus Christ returns. 

· The Destruction of Tyre (Ezekiel 26:3-14). The prophecy was partly fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city and left it in ruins. However, when Alexander the Great later attacked the seemingly impregnable Island of Tyre by taking the stones, dust, and timber from the ruined mainland city to build a causeway to the Island, he completed the prophecy.  It is now underwater, and cannot be rebuilt, thus proving the prophecy to be true.
· The Rejuvenation of the Desert in Israel.   (Ezekiel 36:33-35). Since before the turn of the twentieth century, Israel has been irrigated and Israel's agriculture is flourishing.  Today, Israel is the world’s third largest exported of certain kinds of citrus fruits.
· Destruction of Jerusalem, especially the Temple. (Mark 13:1-2). Fulfilled literally when the Romans completely destroyed Jerusalem and the temple buildings in 70 AD. 
11. Approximately how many Old Testament prophecies were given that show that Jesus would be the Messiah ?   Over 300 OT prophecies.
Over 300 O.T. prophecies showing that Jesus is the Savior, and Messiah....
12. How Did Jesus Confirm the Bible to be God’s Word ?

He quoted from almost every book of the Old Testament, as if those quotes were authoritative.
He used O.T. prophecies in His own preaching, esp. the Olivet Discourse (Mark 13, Matt. 24, etc.)

13. Give at least 5 examples of prophesies from the Old Testament which show that Jesus is the Messiah and Savior.  Any five of the following will be accepted.
Examples of Messianic Prophecies
	Topic
	Old Testament
	New Testament

	Messiah to be the seed of the Woman
	Gen. 3:15
	Luke 2:5-7, Gal. 4:4

	Messiah to be the seed of Abraham
	Gen. 12:2-3, 18:18
	Mat.1:1-2, Luke 3:34, Acts 3:25, Gal.3:16

	Messiah to be of the tribe of Judah
	Gen. 49:10
	Mat. 1:1-2, Luke 3:33

	Messiah to be of the seed of David
	2 Sam. 7:16, Ps. 132:11, Jer. 23:5, 33:15
	Mat. 1:6, 22:42-45, Luke 1:31-33, Acts 2:29-30, Rom. 1:3

	Messiah to be born to a virgin
	Is. 7:14
	Mat. 1:18-25, Luke 1:26-38

	Messiah to be born in Bethlehem
	Micah 5:2
	Mat. 2:1-6, Luke 2:4-6

	Tribute paid to Messiah by great kings
	Ps. 72:10-11
	Mat. 2:1-11

	Messiah to be heralded by a messenger
	Is. 40:3. Mal. 3:1
	Mat. 3:1-3

	Messiah to be the Son of God
	Ps. 2:2,7
	Mat. 3:17, Luke 1:32-33

	Messiah to be anointed by the Holy Spirit
	Is. 11:2
	Mat. 3:16-17

	Galilee to be the first area of Messiah's ministry
	Is. 9:1-7
	Mat. 4:12-16

	Messiah to be meek and mild
	Is. 40:11, 42:2-3, 53:7
	Mat. 12:18-20, 26:62-68

	Messiah to minister to the Gentiles
	Is. 42:1, 49:6-8
	Mat. 12:21, Luke 2:28-32

	Messiah will perform miracles
	Is. 35:5-6
	Mat. 9:35, 11:3-6, John 9:6-7

	Messiah to be a prophet like Moses
	Deut. 18: 15-19
	Mat. 21:11, 24:1-35, John 1:45, 6:14, Acts 3:20-23

	Messiah to enter the Temple with authority
	Mal. 3:1-2
	Mat. 21:12

	Messiah will enter Jerusalem on a donkey
	Zech. 9:9-10
	Mat. 21:1-11

	Messiah to be betrayed by a friend
	Ps. 41:9
	John 13:18-21

	Messiah to be forsaken
	Zech. 13:7
	Mat. 26:31, 56

	Messiah will be smitten
	Is. 50:6
	Mat. 26:67, 27:26,30

	Messiah to experience crucifixion (long before crucifixion was invented)
	Ps. 22:15-17
	Mat. 27:34-50, John 19:28-30

	Messiah will be pierced
	Zech. 12:10
	John 19:34-37

	Details of Messiah's suffering and death and resulting salvation 
	Ps. 69:21, Is. 53:2-12, 
	Mat. 26-27, Mark 15-16, Luke 22-23, John 18-19 

	Messiah’s death in 33 AD, can be precisely determined because we know the date of the command to rebuild the Temple.
	Dan. 9:24-26
	33 AD is the widely accepted historical date of the crucifixion

	Casting of lots for His garments
	Ps. 22:18
	John 19:23-24

	Messiah to be raised from the dead
	Ps. 16:10
	Acts 2:25-31, 13:32-37, 17:2-3

	Messiah's resurrection
	Job 19:25, Ps. 16:10
	Acts 2:30-31, 13:32-35, 17:2-3, 1 Cor. 15:20-22 

	Messiah to ascend to heaven 
	Ps. 68:18
	Luke 24:51, Acts 1:9, Eph. 4:8-13

	Messiah to be at the right hand of God

	Ps. 110:1
	Mat. 26:64, Mark 14:62, Rom. 8:34, Heb. 1:3 

	Messiah, the stone which the builders rejected, to become the head cornerstone
	Ps. 118:22-23, Is. 8:14-15, 28:16 
	Mat. 21:42-43, Acts 4:11, Rom. 9:32-33, Eph. 2:20, 1 Pet. 2:6-8


14. Give 10 examples of Old Testament Scriptures which show that the Bible could have only been written by God.  These must be non-Messianic prophesies.  The answers may be taken from the Scriptures below.
MAJOR PROPHETIC EVIDENCE

The Flood: Prophesied by Noah, Confirmed by Geological Science—II Peter 2:5

Jude 14-16 (Enoch 1:2-9)—Judgment on the Earth: Tribulation

Tyre: Prophesied Destruction Confirmed by Modern Archeology

Ninevah: Nahum’s Prophecies of It’s Destruction.

Daniel’s Prophecies regarding downfall of Bablyonian Empire.

Daniel’s Prophecies of the Image with Ten Toes:

Resurrections of the Roman Empire. Dan. 2:36-45, Rev. 17

Letters to Church-Ages: Fit historic descriptions.  Rev. 2-3

Character Changes for the Last Days:  II Timothy 3:1-9

Return of the Jews In Last Days:  Ezekiel 37:1-14, 38:16

Gen. 12:1-3—Abrahamic Covenant

II Sam. 7:8-9 (I Chron. 17:7-15)—Davidic Covenant includes establishment of everlasting kingdom.

Psalm 1—God will give His Son the nations for inheritance.

Psalm 72—Messiah will reign over all the earth.

15. Describe in your own words what happened to the ancient city of Tyre, according to the Bible prophecies in Ezekiel 26 and Ezekiel 28.
Use the Description below in your grading of this question.  
MORE EXAMPLES OF SPECIFIC PROPHECIES IN THE BIBLE:

THE DESTRUCTION OF TYRE

1. Nebuchadnezzar will destroy main Tyre.  Ezek. 26:8
Nebuchadnezzar sieged city for 13 years (583-573 BC).  In 538 BC, Tyre surrendered to him, but first moved entire city to island directly offshore.  Nebuchadnezzar leveled the mainland city.
2. MANY nations will come against Tyre.  Ezek. 26:3
After the Battle of Issus (333 BC), Alexander the Great demanded the surrender of the island.  When Tyre refused, he built causeway 200 feet wide out of the debris from the old mainland city to the island.  In 332 BC, he destroyed the city.  It was later rebuilt.
—Antigonus (314 BC) destroyed the rebuilt city.  It was built again.

—Ptolomy of Philadelphia destroyed the rebuilt city.  Built again.

—Moslems destroyed it again in 690 AD.
PRESENT CONDITIONS OF TYRE SHOW THE BIBLE IS TRUE:

3. Will be made as top of a rock.  Ezek. 26:4
(As a result of Alexander scraping the old city to the rock base it was built upon in order to get material for the causeway).
4. Fishermen to spread nets over her.  Ezek. 26:5
(As result of erosion resulting from Alexander’s causeway).
5. Her debris thrown into water.  Ezek. 26:12
(Done by Alexander’s armies making causeway).
6. Never to be rebuilt.  Ezek. 26:14
(It is under water, home only to fish).
7. Never to be “found” again.  Ezek. 26:21
(Only columns and stone arches remain.  City is gone).

16. Describe in your own words what happened to the ancient city of Samaria, according to the Bible prophecies in Hosea 13 and Micah 1.

Use the Description below in your grading of this question.
MORE PROPHETIC EVIDENCE:

SAMARIA: REBEL CITY OF TEN TRIBES
HOSEA 13  (748-690 B.C.)    MICAH 1 (738-690 B.C.)
1. WOULD FALL VIOLENTLY (HOSEA 10:7-15)

TAKEN IN 722 B.C. BY SARGON

TAKEN IN 331 B.C. BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT

TAKEN IN 120 B.C. BY JOHN HYRCANUS

2. WOULD BECOME AS A HEAP IN THE FIELD (MIC. 1:6)

3. VINEYARDS WILL BE PLANTED THERE.  (MIC. 1:6)

4. STONES TO BE POURED DOWN INTO THE VALLEY (MICAH 1:6)

5. FOUNDATIONS “DISCOVERED.”  (MICAH 1:6)

ALL VERIFIED BY EXTRA-BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS FROM THE 1600’S TO THE PRESENT

3. HISTORIC EVIDENCE THAT THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD.
17. Men have tried to disprove the Bible by stating that the people, places, and events mentioned in the Bible are lies.  However, within the last 50 years, amazing discoveries have been made which reveal the following people, places, or things that were used by Bible-deniers in their arguments against God’s Word.  As always, the Bible has been proven to be true each time !  Give at least five examples of archeological discoveries that prove that the Bible was right all along.
DAVID’S REIGN. RECENT ARCHEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES VALIDATE 

                             THE BIBLICAL CLAIMS.
HOME OF BALAAM:  ARCHEOLOGY HAS FOUND THE HOUSE 

                                     WHERE HE TAUGHT.
SIGNET/FINGERPRINT OF BARUCH

ASAHIAH’S SIGNET

GOLD MINES OF OPHIR

SODOM & GOMORRAH

GEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE:
--THE FLOOD

--POSITIONS OF SKELETAL REMAINS

--GEOLOGICAL FEATURES: STRATA, SILT LAYERS

--DISCOVERY OF NOAH’S ARK ON MT. ARARAT
4. INTERNAL EVIDENCE

18. How would you define “internal evidence” which proves the Bible is God’s Word ?

Evidence provided by what the Bible says about itself, claiming that it is God’s Word..

It claims to be the Word of God.
“Thus saith the LORD...” - 281 Times

“Thus saith the Lord...” - 134 Times

“God said...” - 46 Times

“The LORD spake...” - 143 Times

19. What does the word “inspiration,” used in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, mean in the original Greek language ?

2 Tim. 3:16-17

“inspiration” from the Greek word= theopneustos, comes from:

theos=”God” and pneus=”breath”  Thus, “inspiration” means, “the Breath of God.”
We are told by God that all Scripture is given by God’s Breath.
20. In what ways do the Scriptures offend and go against what mankind wants to hear ?   

The student has opportunity to provide his concepts here.  What we are looking for primarily is that the student understands that the Bible offends people because it reveals their sin, condemns their pride, and shows their need for the Savior Jesus Christ.
21. Why, then, is the Bible so popular among people who are seeking Truth ?
What we are looking for is a recognition by the student that although the Bible goes against the very desires of men to be proud, self-exalting, and falsely righteous, there is a supernatural quality to the Bible which makes people see the need for what it says.  This supernatural quality is both in the nature of Scripture itself (God-breathed), and in the work of the Holy Spirit to use God’s Word to penetrate the heart of men.

EVIDENCE FROM THE CONTENT:  THE THEME OF THE BIBLE IS THAT MAN NEEDS SALVATION

This is an unpopular idea.  Man likes to think highly of himself, and look at his accomplishment, not his failures.  Despite this theme, the Bible has been the biggest selling book and the most widely used religious material in the world.  It is a contradiction to what makes a book and a religion popular.  Therefore, there must be something greater behind it than merely man’s ideas.

THE BIBLE TELLS US THAT WE NEED TO REPENT OF OUR SINS.

THIS IS AN UNPOPULAR CONCEPT.  MAN WANTS TO BE PROUD OF HIMSELF.
MAN DOESN’T WANT TO BE DEPENDENT UPON A HIGHER AUTHORITY.
MAN DOESN’T LIKE THE IDEA THAT HE MUST DO SOMETHING TO GET FORGIVEN.
THE BIBLE TELLS US THAT WE NEED TO GET RIGHT WITH GOD.

An ESSENTIAL element in this process is REPENTANCE: 

LUKE 24:46-47, HEB. 6:1-2

Man’s desire to look good to himself and before others would naturally turn him away from the message of the Bible.  Yet, the fact that the Bible is sought after by those looking for the Truth, reveals a super-natural force (The Holy Spirit) behind the Word of God.  
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