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STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE INFORMATION ON DOCTRINE

INSTRUCTIONS:  You should answer each of the questions, to the best of your ability.  An answer is not complete without at least one Scripture which related directly to the question.  Some questions require more than one Scripture.

You should prayerfully consider the question, and seek to find a Biblical answer.

These questions are designed to help you to become more grounded and confident in the Word of God, and enable you to share God’s Truth with those you are preaching to or teaching.

You will NOT find all the answers to these questions in the Student’s Guide, although the Student’s Guide will help you get started with Scriptures which you must research further.

-------------------------------------- Section 1 --------------------------------------
1. Give four reasons why it is important to have a clear, basic statement of what your church believes to be true.

2. Why is it important to know that the Bible can be depended upon, and it is accurate and breathed by God Himself ?  Give Scriptures to show that the Bible is unlike any other book, and must be relied upon fully as our source of authority and faith.
3. What does Biblical faith accomplish for us, other than opening the door to salvation ?

4. Make a list of specific blessings for Believers which are recorded in the Bible which faith has brought about already.
5.  Make a list of specific Biblical blessings which God can bring to you, your family, and your church by faith.  **These MUST be based upon specific promises found in the Bible, not simply your personal desires.
-------------------------------------- Section 2 --------------------------------------

6. Imagine yourself as a disciple living while Jesus walked on the face of this earth.  Describe in as much detail as you can what Jesus may have looked like, and why you picture Him that way.

7. Why do Scriptures use the term, “Son of God” when referring to Jesus ?
8.  How can God the Father, Who is in a spiritual form, according to John 4:24, have a “Son” Who is physical ?

9. How can you explain the fact the God the Father is God, the Holy Spirit is God, and Jesus is God in the Flesh ?

10. Why is Jesus referred to as “the only-begotten” of the Father ?

11.  Although every believer becomes a son of God, according to John 1:12, how is “the only-begotten Son” completely different ?

12. Why was Jesus never called, “the only-begotten Son of Mary” ?

-------------------------------------- Section 3 --------------------------------------

13.  There are several religions that believe that Jesus was a great prophet, but that He was not truly God in flesh.  Present an argument against their false beliefs to show that Jesus was truly God in flesh.

14. Can a person be truly saved, but not believe that Jesus was born of a virgin ?  Give your reasons why, or why not.

15. Is there an Old Testament Scripture which tells us that Jesus would also be God ?  If so, which Scripture would be valuable in showing us that fact ?

16. Why is the sinlessness of Christ so important to our salvation ?
17. If Jesus had sinned only once or twice, how would this affect you ?

-------------------------------------- Section 5 --------------------------------------

18.  If a person is recognized by his friends and family to be “a very good person,” can this person feel confident that they would go to Heaven ?  Why, or why not ?

19. If a person believes strongly that he will go to Heaven because he believes in Jesus and because he does his very best works, will such a person make it to Heaven ?  Explain why you believe that he will or will not make it to Heaven.  Use Scriptures to prove your point.
20.  Give at least one example of Jesus using the “Teach-Experience-Analyze” technique of training disciples.

-------------------------------------- Section 6 --------------------------------------

21.  Why might some modern-day Believers NOT have the same powerful emotions as Jesus had ?
22. Why should you be concerned if you examined a religious organization’s Statement of Faith, and there are no Scriptures present establishing each point of belief ?

23.  If a religious organization does not have a public and clear Scriptural basis for what they believe, what might happen in the future when that organization needs to make decisions ?

24.  Should a church automatically accept the doctrinal Statement of Faith of a religious organization simply because they are sending them money, or other support ?  Why, or why not ?

25. How important is a public and clear Statement of Faith to the work of God in a community ?  

26. If there is no Statement of Faith, there will be fewer people who will find fault and grounds on which to disagree.  So, should a church refuse to have a Statement of Faith on the basis that the lack of one will result in fewer people who might be offended ?

27.  What are some reasons that our faith must be based upon the Bible alone, and not the ideas of men ?

-------------------------------------- Section 7 --------------------------------------

28. If God—Who is a triune Being—made man in His own image, how many parts would man have ?

29.  If God made man in His Own image, what parts of man are like the parts of God ?

     --The Holy Spirit of God is compared to the ______________in man ?

     --God the Father is compared to the ______________of man ?

     --The Lord Jesus is compared to the _____________ of man ?

30.  How can God be One Person, yet have three ways in which He reveals Himself ?

31.  Hypothetically--If the physical father of Jesus was Joseph, why would it be impossible for Jesus to save us ?

32.  How early in life does a person begin to sin ?
33.  Do all people sin ?  Be sure to include several Scriptures to prove your point.

-------------------------------------- Section 8 --------------------------------------

34.  How much sinning is necessary before God requires the person to repent ?

35.  Do sinful thoughts count as actual sins in God’s eyes ?  Give Scriptures to prove your point.

36. What is the major consequence of sin ?

37. What major characteristics of Jesus made it possible to Him to be the sacrificial Lamb of God Who could pay for our sins ?

38. What other people have suffered for our sins ?

39.  Why must we exercise faith in God in order to be forgiven of our sins ?  Give Scriptures.

40. If a person dedicates themselves to living a good life of helping others, why is that not sufficient for the person to enter into Heaven ?

41. Was Jesus forced to become the sacrifice for sins, or did He do so willingly ?  Explain your answer thoroughly.

-------------------------------------- Section 9 --------------------------------------

42.  Why did Jesus have to come bodily to this earth ?  Explain why it was not enough for the Prophets to preach that there was a God in Heaven Who loved them and wanted them to repent.

43. How do we know that God the Father used the same Body in which Jesus was crucified to become a resurrection Body ?  What Biblical evidence exists that it was the same body that was raised, but changed ?

44. Why is the physical resurrection of Christ so important to Believers ?

-------------------------------------- Section 10 --------------------------------------

45.  There are some false religions that teach that Jesus has already returned to earth in spiritual form.  Why does the Bible disagree with this error ?  Give Scriptures.

46.  Will the plagues and other horrors mentioned in the Book of the Revelation be literally fulfilled ?

47.  What Scriptures reveal that Jesus is coming back again physically, and that He will bring His Bride, the Church, back with Him physically, as well ?

48.  What Scriptures show that baptism is a complete immersing of the body into water ?

49.  What are some reasons that a person may be baptized, but might never enter into Heaven ?

50.  What is the purpose of being baptized ?  What types of baptism are spoken of in the Bible ?

51. What is the purpose of celebrating the Lord’s Supper ?

52.  Must a church be admonished to judge themselves before participating in the Lord’s 
Supper ?

53.  What consequences can result from participating in the Lord’s Supper without judging one’s self ?

54.  The celebrating of the Lord’s Supper is required by the Church.  Who may participate ?  Is it up to the pastor and elders to decide who may participate, or does the Bible require that an individual must judge himself whether he may participate ?

-------------------------------------- Section 11 --------------------------------------

55.  From the New Testament, show anyone who was saved, but lost their salvation.  If you cannot find any, find someone who was saved, but sinned, and kept their salvation.
56.  Does John include himself as a sinner in I John 1:9 ?  If so, does this mean that John had sinned since he was saved ?  Does it mean that a Believer may come to the Lord, and receive forgiveness for his sins ?

57. From the Scripture in Romans 8:37-39, show what could possibly take us away from the love of God once we have received Christ as our Lord and Savior ?  If God loves us greatly, can we keep coming to Him for more strength and more forgiveness when needed ?  Give Scriptures to prove your point.
-------------------------------------- Section 12 --------------------------------------

58.  What is the two-fold purpose of the Church ?
59.  Has the Church been authorized by God to add to these purposes ?  If so, show Scripture.

60.  How many Believers today have spiritual gifts given by the Spirit of God ?  Show Scripture.

61.  Make a list of the reasons why it is important for all Believers to use the spiritual gifts they have been given by God.  

62.  Can a person be close to the Lord Jesus while refusing to be involved in the purposes of the Church ?  Give your reasons with Scripture.

63. Can a church be truly prosperous and blessed by God while failing to fulfill the purposes which God gave to the Church ?

64.  How important is bringing people to salvation in the eyes of Jesus ?  Using the Scriptures in Luke 15:3-7, and Luke 15:8-10, and Matthew 13:45-46 explain the degree of seriousness the salvation of souls is to the Lord today ?
65.  Can a church appear to be prosperous and blessed in the eyes of lost people in this world, but be in spiritual poverty, and blind in the eyes of God ?  Give an example from Scripture.

66. Is God’s view of prosperity different than the world’s view of prosperity ?  Give Scripture to prove your point.
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