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DOCTRINE: PART TWO: Our Faith
NOTES:  
1. It is strongly recommended that this answer sheet be used along with the outline text of this course to teach groups.  It is advisable to teach the students from the main text packet first, and when you have completed that packet, review the entire subject by using this “Test Answers” before giving the Final Examination.  (This Q & A packet contains additional information which students should make note of).  
2. When you find that a student has an incorrect answer, OR that the answer could have been stated the answer more completely, please make this known to the student, and give him the correct answer, or what would have merited a better grade.  

STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS TO THE INFORMATION ON DOCTRINE
INSTRUCTIONS:  You should answer each of the questions, to the best of your ability.  An answer is not complete without at least one Scripture which related directly to the question.  Some questions require more than one Scripture.

You should prayerfully consider the question, and seek to find a Biblical answer.  You will accomplish little if you simply answer the question based upon what answers you already have.  You are encouraged to search the Word of God—to reach into areas of the Bible where you have not been totally thorough—and pull precious jewels from there, as well.
These questions are designed to help you to become more grounded and confident in the Word of God, and enable you to share God’s Truth with those you are preaching to or teaching.

You will NOT find all the answers to these questions in the Student’s Guide, although the Student’s Guide will help you get started with Scriptures which you must research further.

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 1 --------------------------------------------
1. Give four reasons why it is important to have a clear, basic statement of what your church believes to be true.

There can be several acceptable answers.  Among them are:

--It can tell the community what we believe.

--It can help the congregation to understand the basic doctrines we believe.

--It can provide a basis for teaching a Bible study on the important issues of faith.

--It stops those who would come into the church to change it from changing our beliefs.

--It gives new converts a starting point to begin learning the Truths of the Word.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Why is it important to know that the Bible can be depended upon, and it is accurate and breathed by God Himself ?  Give Scripture to show that the Bible is unlike any other book, and must be relied upon fully as our source of authority and faith.
All Scripture is God-breathed.  2 Timothy 3:16  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  

Unlike all other books, God’s Word existed before the world was created.  John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

God’s Word is recorded in Heaven.  Psalms 119:89  LAMED. For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.
God’s Word is alive and  penetrates to the soul and spirit of a person, unlike other writings.  Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. What does Biblical faith accomplish for us, other than opening the door to salvation ?

**This question gives the student opportunity to search and find Scriptures which will help him to see faith in a practical, daily manner.
Active, practical faith is a testimony to the world.  Romans 1:8  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.
It provides added confidence in our relationship with Christ.  Romans 4:5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.
It opens up a new world of opportunities in which we can serve the Lord. Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. Make a list of specific blessings for Believers which are recorded in the Bible which faith has brought about already.
*There are many Scriptures where faith has brought about blessings.  Be generous in your grading, but be sure that the student lists at least three Biblical examples.
Hebrews 11:4  By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

Hebrews 11:5  By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

Hebrews 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

Hebrews 11:9  By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

Hebrews 11:17  By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

Hebrews 11:20  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.  Make a list of specific Biblical blessings which God can bring to you, your family, and your church by faith.  **These MUST be based upon specific promises found in the Bible, not simply your personal desires.
These answers should reveal the student’s desire to bring people to the Lord, and to help His congregation grow in their faith.  If you see answers such as “faith can give me a radio or a cell phone” WITHOUT the student stating how they would be used for the Lord, you should note that a problem in priorities exists, and you should note that when you mark his test.  Any use of faith for selfish, or worldly purposes should be noted by the Instructor, and you should watch this student’s answers carefully to see if you need to counsel him about his relationship with the Lord Jesus.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. Imagine yourself as a disciple living while Jesus walked on the face of this earth.  Describe in as much detail as you can what Jesus may have looked like, and why you picture Him that way.

This should come from any area of New Testament Scripture, including the following:
1. WHAT DID HE WEAR ?  JOHN 19:23

2. WHAT DID HE EAT ?  JOHN 21:12-14, LUKE 24:41-43, 

        MATT. 26:17

3. WHAT DID HE LOOK LIKE ?  MARK 14:44

4. WHAT WAS HIS GREAT DESIRE ?  LUKE 19:8-10

5. WHAT WAS HIS APPROACH TO LIVING ?

  A. HOUSING:  HAD IT IN JOHN 1:37-39, BUT DIDN’T IN 

         MATT. 8:19-20

  B. TRANSPORATION: HE WALKED.  @ 72 MILES FROM 

         NAZARETH TO JERUSALEM.

  (WHAT IS THE LONGEST DISTANCE YOU EVER WALKED ?)
  C. PHYSICAL FITNESS.  JESUS WALKED MANY MILES, ENDURED 

      40 DAYS AND NIGHTS WITHOUT EATING, ETC.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. Why do Scriptures use the term, “Son of God” when referring to Jesus ?
The idea of Jesus being “the Son” of God is a hard concept for some people to receive.  For some, it becomes hard for them to understand Jesus was both “the Son” and God Himself.  But, if we understand that in the culture of Israel at that time the son of a father was to be the image of the father, and represented the father, it becomes clearer as to why God used that example.  Jesus was the physical representation of the Father.  He displayed what mankind can see of the Father.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8.  How can God the Father, Who is in a spiritual form according to John 4:24, have a “Son” Who is physical ?  Jesus is the physical manifestation of the Father.  As He said in John 14:9, “…he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father: and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father ?”  *An accurate similarity would be that we cannot see our soul (The Father is compared to the soul in man).  Yet, we can see another person, though we cannot see the soul because we can see their fleshly body.  That fleshly body is a manifestation of their soul.     
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. How can you explain the fact the God the Father is God, the Holy Spirit is God, and Jesus is God in the Flesh ?  The Triune nature of God can be seen from the beginning of Scripture.  When God said “Let us make man in our image…”  (Genesis 1:26), the Hebrew word for God is “Elohim,” which is a plural word.  Notice that He also said, “let us,” and “in OUR image,” again noting a plurality.  From the beginning, God, Who is One God, did not hide the fact that He had several parts to Himself.  Mankind was made in that image, so we, also have several parts: the body, soul, and spirit.  Each of those parts is “us.”  We are not three different people.  All three parts function together as one person in the same way that God, Who has three parts, functions as one Person.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10. Why is Jesus referred to as “the only-begotten” of the Father ?  
God has only one physical manifestation which reveals His true Self, and that is Jesus.  Colossians 2:9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  No other body has that characteristic.  Therefore, He is unique, or “only-begotten.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11.  Although every believer becomes a son of God, according to John 1:12, how is “the only-begotten Son” completely different ?

When a person receives Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord, he is then born into the Kingdom of God.  There is significant difference between that “new birth” and being “the only-begotten Son of God.”
--The Christian has to be “born-again” because he had sinned.  Jesus never sinned, and had no need to be born again.

--The Christian becomes a “son” because he acts upon faith.  Jesus was always “the Son of God.”

--The Christian becomes one of many “sons of God,” but Jesus is the ONLY-begotten son of the Father Who always existed.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

12. Why was Jesus never called, “the only-begotten Son of Mary” ?

Jesus was the first-born of Mary, but not the only-begotten child of Mary.  Jesus had brothers and sisters, obviously the other children of Mary.  Mark 6:3  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him.

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 2 --------------------------------------------
13.  There are several religions that believe that Jesus was a great prophet, but that He was not truly God in flesh.  Present an argument against their false beliefs to show that Jesus was truly God in flesh.

The Bible Explains the Nature of Jesus:
John 14: 8-9  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?

   John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  Colossians 1:19  For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell;  Colossians 2:9  For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Jesus Is God Manifesting Himself in the Physical Realm
To understand the nature of God, we must see how God reveals Himself from the very beginning of the Bible.  God is a truine Being.  (He is One God, but He has three basic parts: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit).  We are told that He made mankind in His image.  In fact, the Bible speaks of a plural Person stating this.   Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

Just as God has three parts, He made man with three corresponding parts, too.  So, man has a soul, a spirit, and a body.  Jesus was that physical, fleshly part of God, but was just as much a part of God as your own physical body is a part of you.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

14. Can a person be truly saved, but not believe that Jesus was born of a virgin ?  Give your reasons why, or why not.  (Answers similar to the following are acceptable).  
If Jesus was not born of a virgin, the Bible is a lie.   (Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel).
If Jesus was not born of a virgin, the woman could have conceived from another man, making Jesus NOT God’s Son, and thus incapable of providing salvation for us.  
If Jesus was not born of a virgin, then Mary was not pure, and Jesus was born in sin, which would have taken away the opportunity for His to be the spotless Lamb of God.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

15. Is there an Old Testament Scripture which tells us that Jesus would also be God ?  If so, which Scripture would be valuable in showing us that fact ?
Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

16. Why is the sinlessness of Christ so important to our salvation ?
Unless He is sinless, He could not be our Great High Priest.  Hebrews 4:15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Leviticus 21:23  Only he shall not go in unto the vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the LORD do sanctify them. 
Unless He is sinless, He could not be the Lamb of God.  God’s Lamb must be without spot or blemish.  Exodus 12:5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:   Leviticus 5:15  If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the LORD; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering:  

Jesus was the spotless Lamb of God.  1 Peter 1:19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

17. If Jesus had sinned only once or twice, how would this affect you ?

God’s standard is absolute righteousness.  If Jesus sinned even once, He could not be spotless.  Adam fell through one sin, not many.  If Jesus sinned one time, He would have inherited death, and become a sinner, and thus not righteous enough to bear the sins of the world.  Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:  If Jesus sinned even once, I would not be saved by His death on the Cross.  
-------------------------------------------- SECTION 3 --------------------------------------------
18.  If a person is recognized by his friends and family to be “a very good person,” can this person feel confident that they would go to Heaven ?  Why, or why not ?

Galatians 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  Ephesians 2: 8-9  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

19. If a person believes strongly that he will go to Heaven because he believes in Jesus and because he does his very best works, will such a person make it to Heaven ?  Explain why you believe that he will or will not make it to Heaven.  Use Scriptures to prove your point.
The sinner cannot be saved by his good works.  He cannot be saved by His works AND faith.  EVERYTHING rests upon our faith.  There is no Scripture which tolerates the idea that salvation can come by faith AND anything else.   
No matter how hard he tries to be perfect, he has already committed sins, they are recorded in the Books of Heaven (Revelation 20:12) and they are set against him.  If he tries his hardest, he will still continue to sin in some way, even if only by pride in the idea that he could be sinless.   Therefore, he could never make it to Heaven without faith in Jesus Christ alone.  Both his past, present, and future sins condemn him.
Romans 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

1 Corinthians 1:29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.

Galatians 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

20.  Give at least one example of Jesus using the “Teach-Experience-Analyze” technique of training disciples.  (This is one of several recorded in the Gospels).  
THE TEACHING: Matthew 13:33  Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

THE EXPERIENCE: Matthew 15:33  And his disciples say unto him, Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude?  Shoping God’s ability to provide the right kind of bread.  

Matthew 16:6  Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.  The warning that they should not fall into the trap of unbelief of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  
ANALYZE:  Matthew 16:11  How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?  Matthew 16:12  Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 4 --------------------------------------------
21.  Why might some modern-day Believers NOT have the same powerful emotions as Jesus had ?  
They are not submissive to His Spirit.

They do not understand His emotions and feelings.

They are simply interested in living their own lives, and don’t think much about what God wants.

Although we can never have the perfect emotions which Jesus has, the fact is that most Christians have not submitted to the Lord for their emotions, and therefore depend upon their sin-effected emotions rather than the emotions of Christ.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

22. Why should you be concerned if you examined a religious organization’s Statement of Faith, and there are no Scriptures present establishing each point of belief ?

That organization may not consciously attribute everything that they believe to the Bible.  There should be a conscious attempt in everything we do to follow the guidelines of God’s Word.
That organization might think that referring to the Bible is unnecessary.  For the Christian, seeking the guidance of the Lord should always be considered “necessary.”
That organization may not want people to judge their beliefs solely by what the Bible says.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

23.  If a religious organization does not have a public and clear Scriptural basis for what they believe, what might happen in the future when that organization needs to make decisions ?

If they are not publicly committed to the Bible, they could easily change their beliefs.  

If other people do not fully expect and demand that they will stand openly on what the Bible says, the organization may find it very easy to resort to some other authority later on.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

24.  Should a church automatically accept the doctrinal Statement of Faith of a religious organization simply because they are sending them money, or other support ?  Why, or why not ?

Each pastor is held accountable to God for his congregation.  Hebrews 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you [pastors have the authority over the congregation], and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.  What that congregation believes or does not believe should be coming from the teaching of the pastor, not a denominational headquarters.

The Pastor of each congregation should make certain that his people are following what God has said in His Word, not what someone else expects them to say.
The Pastor will have serious accountability before the Judgment Seat of Christ if he compromises on the truth just to get money from some organization, and is willing to change his doctrine in order to get it.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

25. How important is a public and clear Statement of Faith to the work of God in a community ?  
When the people in a community do not know what you believe, or if your beliefs are not firmly established, they tend to look at you with even greater doubts.  They wonder if you will change you views later.  They wonder if you even have beliefs that are established for eternity.  It is an important thing for the community to know that you have a set of basic beliefs which cannot be changed, and reflect everything that Jesus taught.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

26. If there is no Statement of Faith, there will be fewer people who will find fault and grounds on which to disagree.  So, should a church refuse to have a Statement of Faith on the basis that the lack of one will result in fewer people who might be offended ?

Jesus let people know where He stood on the issues.  That was offensive to some people.  But, you cannot live in this world and stand for what is right without offending some people.  It is far more important to be bold in your faith and to be right before God than to be appreciated by the world.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

27.  What are some reasons that our faith must be based upon the Bible alone, and not the ideas of men ?
Man’s ideas come from sinful minds.

Man’s ideas change from time to time.

Man is incapable to fulfilling all his promises.
The best of man’s thinking is flawed and always comes short of God’s ways.
God’s Word is eternal.

God’s Word came from a perfect God.

God is capable of fulfilling all His promises.

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 5 --------------------------------------------
28. If God—Who is a triune Being—made man in His own image, how many parts would man have ?

Three.  Body, Soul, and Spirit.  1 Thessalonians 5:23  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

29.  If God made man in His Own image, what parts of man are like the parts 
of God ?

     --The Holy Spirit of God is compared to the spirit of man ?

     --God the Father is compared to the soul of man ?

     --The Lord Jesus is compared to the body of man ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

30.  How can God be One Person, yet have three ways in which He reveals 
Himself ?
To understand the nature of God, we must see how God reveals Himself from the very beginning of the Bible.  God is a truine Being.  (He is One God, but He has three basic parts: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit).  We are told that He made mankind in His image.  In fact, the Bible speaks of a plural Person stating this.  Genesis 1:26  And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

Just as God has three parts, He made man with three corresponding parts, too.  So, man has a soul, a spirit, and a body.  Jesus was that physical, fleshly part of God, but was just as much a part of God as your own physical body is a part of you.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

31.  Hypothetically--If the physical father of Jesus was Joseph, why would it be impossible for Jesus to save us ?

If Joseph was His father, God the Father could not be His Father.  

If Joseph was His father, Jesus carried a lineage of sin, and could not be the Savior.

If Joseph was His father, then Jesus was a liar, because He said that God was His Father.  John 6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.   John 13:3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God;  John 10:36  Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

32.  How early in life does a person begin to sin ?
A child begins to sin even before it can speak a known language.  Most children understand that certain types of cries bring them attention more than other cries.  Therefore, when they want attention, they will sometimes cry as if they are hurt, thus lying in their own baby language while still in their infancy.
Psalms 58:3  The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

33.  Do all people sin ?  Be sure to include several Scriptures to prove your point.
Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Romans 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Isaiah 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
-------------------------------------------- SECTION 6 --------------------------------------------
34.  How much sinning is necessary before God requires the person to repent ?

Even one sin requires the intervention of Jesus.  1 John 2:1  My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

It takes only one sin, and we are condemned.  Therefore, even one sin requires repentance before God.  Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

35.  Do sinful thoughts count as actual sins in God’s eyes ?  Give Scriptures to prove your point.

Jesus counted evil thoughts in the same category as adultery and murders.     Mark 7:21  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

God required Israel to repent over evil thoughts, so He must see them as sin.  Jeremiah 4:14  O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

36. What is the major consequence of sin ?
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

37. What major characteristics of Jesus made it possible to Him to be the sacrificial Lamb of God Who could pay for our sins ?

He was sinless.

He was pure.

He was obedient, not rebellious.

He was willing to die.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

38. What other people have suffered for our sins ?

No one.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

39.  Why must we exercise faith in God in order to be forgiven of our sins ?  Give Scriptures.

Romans 1:17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

Romans 3:22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:

Romans 3:28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.
Galatians 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 5:5  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

40. If a person dedicates themselves to living a good life of helping others, why is that not sufficient for the person to enter into Heaven ?

Romans 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

41. Was Jesus forced to become the sacrifice for sins, or did He do so willingly ?  Explain your answer thoroughly.  
Jesus willingly followed the Father’s Plan.  Luke 22:42  Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
Since He had all power, at any time, He could have killed those who plotted against Him.  He could have stopped them with a simple command.  However, He allowed them to take Him to the Cross as a part of His Great Plan to redeem us !
Jesus looked at the results of what He would do as a joy that was being set before Him.  That implies no forcing or coercing.  Hebrews 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 7 --------------------------------------------
42.  Why did Jesus have to come bodily to this earth ?  Explain why it was not enough for the Prophets to preach that there was a God in Heaven Who loved them and wanted them to repent.

Jesus wanted to personally come to the earth and announce His Plan for mankind.  This personal approach made it clear that God was NOT a God afar off, but One Who desire to have true fellowship with men.  
God made Himself known physically many times.  He even caused the Holy Spirit to visibly appear to the witnesses at the baptism of Jesus.  Luke 3:22  And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

43. How do we know that God the Father used the same Body in which Jesus was crucified to become a resurrection Body ?  What Biblical evidence exists that it was the same body that was raised, but changed ?

The tomb where the Body of Jesus was placed was empty.  

Even His enemies acknowledged that the tomb was empty.  Matthew 27:64  Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.

The angels said that the tomb was empty because Jesus was risen from the dead.  Matthew 28:7  And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.

Speaking of His body as a temple, Jesus said He would raise it up again.  John 2:19  Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.  This left no doubt that Jesus was going to raise the same body.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

44. Why is the physical resurrection of Christ so important to Believers ?

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then death was still powerful and undefeated.  Jesus came to (among other things) defeat death by rising from the dead.  Hebrews 2:9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

Hebrews 2:14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 8 --------------------------------------------
45.  There are some false religions that teach that Jesus has already returned to earth in spiritual form.  Why does the Bible disagree with this error ?  Give Scriptures.

You cannot see a spirit return, but you can see the Lord return.  Revelation 1:7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

He will literally have His feet touch down on the Mount of Olives when He returns.  A spirit cannot do that.  Zechariah 14:4  And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.

Jesus ascended into Heaven bodily, and according to the angels that were there, He will return “in like manner,” or, in other words, the same way.  Acts 1:11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

46.  Will the plagues and other horrors mentioned in the Book of the Revelation be literally fulfilled ?  (This question can have a variety of correct answers.  It is a subject which this course did not deal with in detail, and is designed to create a further hunger in the student to learn more about Bible prophecy).  
During the Middle Ages, most theologians (who were trained in Roman Catholic schools) thought that the Book of the Revelation spoke only in mystical, symbolic terms.  Some theologians still think like that.  However, when a person studies the Bible carefully, he will find that the majority of prophetic information given in the Bible must be taken literally.  
One of the principles of prophetic interpretation is that the prophecies becomes more and more understandable and clear the closer that a person gets to the time when they will be fulfilled.  In most cases, it becomes obvious that prophecies should be taken exactly as they are written.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

47.  What Scriptures reveal that Jesus is coming back again physically, and that He will bring His Bride, the Church, back with Him physically, as well ?

God promises that we will return with Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 4:14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

We will always be with the Lord.  Revelation 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

If we are to reign as kings and priests on the earth, Jesus will have to transport us back to the earth after the Judgment Seat of Christ in Heaven.  Revelation 5:10  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

48.  What Scriptures show that baptism is a complete immersing of the body into water ?
The person doing the baptizing and the person being baptized both went down into the water.  They did not throw water, sprinkle water, or pour water on the new Believer.  Acts 8:38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

The Greek word “baptizo” is most often used to picture a completely submerged object, such as a sunken ship.  The Holy Spirit’s use of that word, rather than others available, tells us that baptism is a complete immersing under the water.  

It is clear that Jesus went INTO the water of the Jordan River to be baptized.  Matthew 3: 13-16  Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.  But John forbad Him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered Him.  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

49.  What are some reasons that a person may be baptized, but might never enter into Heaven ?

They might have believed that they were saved, but never truly put the faith that comes from the heart into their experience.  Thus, they did not have a “rebirth” experience, but instead had a “religious experience.”

They might have thought that by being baptized that this action in itself would save them, and wash away all their sins.

They may be been pressured by other people to be baptized, but never had a true salvation experience.
Many people are baptized around the world who want to “do right” but have never truly received Jesus as Savior.  
(Other answers may be acceptable).  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

50.  What is the purpose of being baptized in water ?  
The Biblical purpose of being baptized is to be obedient to the Lord.  It is a command.   Acts 10:48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

What types of baptism are spoken of in the Bible ?
Baptism of Commitment to Service.  This baptism was done mostly in the Old Testament when men began their ministries as priests.  They were washed thoroughly in the great laver outside the Temple.  2 Chronicles 4:6  He made also ten lavers, and put five on the right hand, and five on the left, to wash in them: such things as they offered for the burnt offering they washed in them; but the sea was for the priests to wash in.
Baptism of Repentance.  Acts 19:4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.
Baptism of Obedience, Showing Rebirth.  Romans 6: 3-5  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

51. What is the purpose of celebrating the Lord’s Supper ?

We remember our Lord’s death.  1 Corinthians 11:26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.

We do this to be obedient to our Lord, and to take the time to consider all that He went through to redeem us.  1 Corinthians 11:24-25  And when He had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.   After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

52.  Must church members be admonished to judge themselves before participating in the Lord’s Supper ?  
Yes.  We are warned that the failure to judge ourselves could result in God bringing judgment upon us.  1 Corinthians 11: 27-29   Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

53.  What consequences can result from participating in the Lord’s Supper without judging one’s self ?  

Sickness, and even death can result from failure to take the Lord’s Supper without judging ourselves.  1 Corinthians 11:30-32  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

54.  The celebrating of the Lord’s Supper is required by the Church.  Who may participate ?  Is it up to the pastor and elders to decide who may participate, or does the Bible require that an individual must judge himself whether he may participate ?

The Bible clearly says that it is up to the individual to judge himself.  Nowhere is that authority given to any church official.  It is up to the individual to judge himself.  1 Corinthians 11: 28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 9 --------------------------------------------
55.  From the New Testament, show anyone who was saved, but lost their salvation.  If you cannot find any, find someone who was saved, but sinned, and kept their salvation.
There is no example of anyone in the New Testament being saved, then sinning, and losing their salvation.  However, there are several instances where a saved person did something which was wrong (sin), and was still saved.

One example was the Apostle Paul’s bitter attitude toward John Mark.  Barnabas had forgiven him for walking out on them, but Paul did not.  Acts 15:37  And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark.

Acts 15:39  And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;

Later, Paul recanted, and decided that he would forgive John Mark, and he even wanted him to help him in his ministry.  2 Timothy 4:11  Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

56.  Does John include himself as a sinner in I John 1:9 ?  If so, does this mean that John had sinned since he was saved ?  Does it mean that a Believer may come to the Lord, and receive forgiveness for his sins ?
In this Scripture, 1 John 1:9,  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,”  John uses the word “we,” which means that he did include himself among those who needed to confess their sins.  Jesus is the Propitiation, or payment, for OUR sins, John notes.  1 John 2:2  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

57. From the Scripture in Romans 8:37-39, show what could possibly take us away from the love of God once we have received Christ as our Lord and Savior ?  If God loves us greatly, can we keep coming to Him for more strength and more forgiveness when needed ?  Give Scriptures to prove your point.
Nothing can take us from the love of God according to the Bible.  God endeavors to always bring us back to Himself.  The parable of the ninety-nine sheep explains it clearly.  Matthew 18:12-13  How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?

And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray.

2 Thessalonians 2:16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

-------------------------------------------- SECTION 10 --------------------------------------------
58.  What is the two-fold purpose of the Church ?
EVANGELISM.  The first purpose of the Church is to teach and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, brining people to Him through the truth.  Matthew 28: 19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

EDIFICATION.  The second purpose of the church is to teach the Believers what God wants them to do.  Matthew 28:20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

59.  Has the Church been authorized by God to add to these purposes ?  If so, show Scripture.  

There is nowhere in Scripture where God has authorized anyone to change, add to, or take away from the two purposes He established.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

60.  How many Believers today have spiritual gifts given by the Spirit of God ?  Show Scripture.

All Believers are given spiritual gifts.  1 Corinthians 12:7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

1 Corinthians 12:11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

61.  Make a list of the reasons why it is important for all Believers to use the spiritual gifts they have been given by God.  

(Correct answers can vary greatly.  It is important that the student thinks seriously on the subject of using the gifts of God for the glory of our Lord).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

62.  Can a person be close to the Lord Jesus while refusing to be involved in the purposes of the Church ?  Give your reasons with Scripture.

Jesus established His Church.  It is HIS Bride, His Body, and all true Believers are a part of this Body.  While some say that the Church is not needed, it is clear that Jesus felt otherwise.  Thus, if a person is not a participant in the work of the Body, they are not functioning in a right relationship with Jesus.  If anyone is not in obedience to the Lord, they are not close to Him.  Even their prayers will not be heard.  Psalms 66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

63. Can a church be truly prosperous and blessed by God while failing to fulfill the purposes which God gave to the Church ?

(This is another question designed to get the student think about how important it is to keep his church focused upon the purposes of God.  A wide variety of answers are acceptable).  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

64.  How important is bringing people to salvation in the eyes of Jesus ?  Using the Scriptures in Luke 15:3-7, and Luke 15:8-10, and Matthew 13:45-46 explain the degree of seriousness that the salvation of souls is to the Lord today ?
Luke 15:3-7.  The Lord goes after even one soul that needs to repent.

Luke 15:8-10.  The Lord, symbolized by a woman who lost her coin, hunts until He finds the one piece that was lost.

Matthew 13:45-46.  The pearl of great price shows Jesus giving up everything so that He can purchase the Church (with His own Blood).  
Each of these Scriptures clearly show the extreme love the Lord has for souls, and His commitment to reach them with the opportunity to be saved.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

65.  Can a church appear to be prosperous and blessed in the eyes of lost people in this world, but be in spiritual poverty, and blind in the eyes of God ?  Give an example from Scripture.

The last days church of Laodicea appears to the world to be prosperous, but in God’s eyes, they are lukewarm and in great need.  Revelation 3:17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

66. Is God’s view of prosperity different than the world’s view of prosperity ?  Give Scripture to prove your point.  
During the Church-Age of Smyrna, the churches were in deep material poverty.  But the Lord blesses them with spiritual things which makes them rich.  Revelation 2:9  I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

On the other hand, the Church-Age of Laodicea shows a church that thinks it is rich (because it has material wealth), yet lacks greatly in spiritual blessings.  Revelation 3:17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
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