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STARTING A NEW CHURCH
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This examination is designed to help you review and put down in writing the information discussed and taught from Scripture regarding the establishment of a new local church.  You are allowed to have ONLY your Bible, your examination papers, and your answer booklet (or sheets), and a writing instrument.  No notes of any kind are permitted.   
The purpose of this course was to help you think through the Biblical concepts and principles in establishing new churches.  You have been asked to examine churches which you have heard about or know personally in light of Scripture.  While no local church is perfect, you are asked within this examination to present the Biblical principles which you should use in your own ministry.
Where a Scripture relates to the question, you should make reference to that Scripture.  Where there is more than one Scripture which applies, please make reference to them.  You will be graded upon effectively analyzing situations and applying the Biblical principles to those situations.  You will receive a higher grade for using the proper Scriptures, and a lower grade for not using the proper Scriptures.  
You should prayerfully consider each question, and seek to find a Biblical answer wherever possible.  You will be graded upon your knowledge of the course material AND the depth of thought and prayer which you have given to this phase of ministry, and how you express that knowledge on this examination.

You will NOT find all the answers to these questions in the Student’s Guide, although the Student’s Guide will help you get started with Scriptures which you must research further.   Some questions must be answered by prayerfully considering the Scriptures you have been given, and applying them in a practical manner.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. DO SOME PEOPLE ACTUALLY TRY TO START A CHURCH, AND IT ENDS UP BEING SOMETHING OTHER THAN A BIBLICAL CHURCH ?  REALISTICALLY, DESCRIBE WHAT A NUMERICALLY THRIVING NON-BIBLICAL CHURCH MIGHT BELIEVE AND DO.
2. DISCUSS WHAT CAN HAPPEN TO A GROUP OF PEOPLE IF THEIR LEADER TAKES THEM DOWN THE WRONG ROAD ?  Give at least two possible situations which might develop that would not fulfill God’s calling for the Church.
3. DISCUSS SOME POSSIBLE THINGS WHICH A SINCERE BELIEVER WHO DESIRES TO SERVE THE LORD COULD END UP DOING WHICH COULD CREATE A SOCIAL ORGANIZATION RATHER THAN A CHURCH.

4. IS THERE A CLEAR, SINGLE SCRIPTURE WHICH DEFINES WHAT A LOCAL CHURCH IS ?   If “yes,” give that Scripture.  If “no,” give your best and most complete definition of what a local church is. 
5. IN WHAT WAYS IS THE NEW CHURCH LIKE A NEW BABY ?  WHAT COMPARISONS MAY BE MADE BETWEEN A NEW CHURCH AND A NEW BORN CHILD ?

6. NAME SOME OF THE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS WE MAY ENCOUNTER IF WE TRY TO DEVELOP A LARGE ORGANIZATION FOR THE CHURCH TOO QUICKLY ?
7. WHAT BIBLICAL OFFICES DO YOU THINK A BIBLICAL CHURCH WILL MOST LIKELY HAVE, EVEN AT ITS SMALLEST SIZE ?

8. IMAGINE YOURSELF AS AN UNSAVED CITIZEN IN A TOWN WHERE A NEW CHURCH HAS JUST BEEN STARTED.  DESCRIBE WHAT YOU MIGHT EXPECT TO SEE IF THAT CHURCH IS TRULY BIBLICAL IN BELIEF AND PRACTICE.  
9. WHAT ARE SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN A BIBLICAL CHURCH AND A CULT MEETING ?

10. WHAT ARE SOME ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES WHICH A BIBLICAL CHURCH WILL EMBRACE ?  (LIST 7 BASIC DOCTRINES)
11. WHAT DISADVANTAGES WOULD EXIST IF A CHURCH DID NOT HOLD THE DOCTRINE THAT JESUS IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH ?  

12. WHAT ARE SOME PROBLEMS THAT WOULD LIKELY ARISE IN A CHURCH WHERE THIS DOCTRINE WAS NOT TAUGHT AND PRACTICED ?

13. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE OTHER GOSPELS WHICH ARE PREACHED AND TAUGHT IN CHURCHES ALLEGING TO BE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES ?   LIST REASONS WHY THEY POSE A DANGER TO YOUNGER CHRISTIANS AND YOUNGER LOCAL CHURCHES.
14. WHAT IS THE ADVANTAGE OF COMPLETELY FOLLOWING THE BIBLICAL STRUCTURE FOR THE CHURCH ?  GIVE SPECIFIC AREAS WHERE UTILIZING THE BIBLICAL PLAN FOR CHURCH ORGANIZATION MAKES THE CHURCH MORE EFFECTIVE.
15. WHEN VARIOUS MINISTRIES ARE CREATED WITHIN THE CHURCH, BY WHAT - OR WHOSE - AUTHORITY ARE THEY TO BE ESTABLISHED ?  
16. SHOULD DENOMINATIONAL POLICY DETERMINE WHAT THESE OFFICES ARE AND WHAT EACH OFFICE SHOULD BE DOING ?    IF YOUR ANSWER IS ‘YES,’ UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS.  IF YOUR ANSWER IS ‘NO,’ WHY NOT ?
17. WHAT, OR WHO,  SHOULD BE THE ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY FOR DOCTRINE, STRUCTURE, AND PRACTICAL WORKING IN THE LOCAL CHURCH ?

18. HOW IMPORTANT IS IT THAT THE NEW CHURCH CARRIES ALL THE QUALITIES WHICH THE BIBLE SAYS THAT A LOCAL CHURCH SHOULD HAVE ?    WHAT ARE SOME POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES IF A CHURCH FAILS TO FOLLOW THE BIBLICAL AGENDA ?
19.  PART ‘A.’   IN WHAT SPECIFIC WAYS WOULD FOLLOWING THE BIBLICAL SYSTEM OF CHURCH ORGANIZATION RESULT IN MORE FUTURE SALVATION DECISIONS ?  

PART ‘B.’   IF YOU WERE TO PRESENT AN ARGUMENT BEFORE A LOCAL CIVIL AUTHORITY FOR THE CHURCH TO BE BUILT IN THE COMMUNITY, WHAT BENEFITS WOULD YOU MENTION THAT WOULD MAKE THE COMMUNITY A BETTER PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE ?
20. DID THE EARLY CHURCH, ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF ACTS, HAVE A SYSTEMATIC WAY OF STARTING NEW CHURCHES ?   
21. IN YOUR OBSERVATION, DO MOST CHURCHES TODAY FOLLOW THE BIBLICAL PATTERN ?  FROM YOUR OWN OBSERVATION, AND FROM GATHERED KNOWLEDGE, WHY DO THEY, OR WHY DO THEY NOT FOLLOW THE BIBLICAL PATTERN ?
22. DO THE DIFFERENCES IN CULTURE OR SOCIETY RESULT IN CHANGES IN THE VERY BASIC SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF MEN ?  

23. DO THE CHANGES IN SOCIETY OR NATIONAL CULTURE REQUIRE THAT WE CHANGE THE PRINCIPLES AND PLANS WHICH ARE IN THE BIBLE AND WERE USED BY THE EARLY CHURCH ?

24.  PART ‘A.’  WHAT WAS DIFFERENT - IF ANYTHING - ABOUT THE WAY IN WHICH PAUL APPROACHED EVANGELISM IN EACH PLACE HE 
WENT ?  
PART ‘B.’  SPECIFICALLY, EXPLAIN WHAT PAUL DID DIFFERENTLY THAN MOST EVANGELIST-PASTORS.
PART ‘C.’ WHY DID PAUL DO THIS THING ?

25. HOW MUCH EDUCATION DOES A PERSON NEED FOR THE LORD TO USE THEM TO ESTABLISH NEW CHURCHES ?
26. ONCE ESTABLISHED, DOES A PASTOR NEED SERIOUS STUDY OF THE WORD OF GOD IN ORDER TO PROVIDE EFFECTIVE GROWTH AND NOURISHMENT TO HIS FLOCK OF BELIEVERS ?  EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER.
27. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE A CALLING FROM GOD TO ESTABLISH A NEW CHURCH ?  WHAT SPECIFIC INGREDIENTS IN THIS CALLING WOULD THE PERSON BEING CALLED BE AWARE OF ?
28. SHOULD EACH EVANGELIST, OR PASTOR, WHO GOES ABOUT ESTABLISHING NEW CHURCHES HAVE A STRONG BACKING FROM HIS SENDING CHURCH ?  HOW NECESSARY IS THIS ?

29. IF THE LOCAL CHURCH FAILS TO ENCOURAGE A MAN TO WHOM GOD HAS CALLED TO START NEW CHURCHES, SHOULD HE GO AHEAD AND TRY, ANYWAY ?  IF YES, WHAT SPECIAL PROBLEMS MIGHT HE FACE ?  IF YOUR ANSWER IS ‘NO,’ WHY SHOULD HE NOT ATTEMPT TO TRY.
30. PART ‘A.’  WHAT WOULD BE A NECESSARY SOLUTION IF YOU DID NOT HAVE A “CORE TEACHER” TO TEACH NEW CONVERTS ?

PART ‘B.’  HOW SOON AFTER PEOPLE HAVE COME TO CHRIST SHOULD THEY BE TAUGHT THE BASIC TRUTHS OF GOD’S WORD ?

31. PART ‘A.’   HOW IMPORTANT WOULD IT BE TO HAVE SOMEONE WHO COULD REVEAL TO YOU ANY LOCAL SENSITIVITIES OR TRADITIONS OF WHICH YOU MIGHT NOT BE AWARE ?  
PART ‘B.’WHAT INFORMATION WOULD YOU BE LOOKING TO OBTAIN FROM THIS PERSON ?
32. WHAT EFFECT WOULD TRUE OR FALSE RUMORS ABOUT A PASTOR MISHANDLING CHURCH FUNDS THIS HAVE ON HIS EFECTIVENESS IN THE COMMUNITY ?  
33. WHAT ITEMS SHOULD NORMALLY BE INCLUDED IN A REGULAR CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING ?  

34. WHICH ITEMS OF DISCUSSION ARE NECESSARY IN A CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING, AND WHICH ONES CAN BE AVOIDED ?  
35. HOW OFTEN IS A BUSINESS MEETING OF THE CHURCH NECESSARY ?
36. SHOULD THE METHODS OF REACHING SOULS USED BY THE EARLY CHURCH BE IMPLIMENTED IN A MODERN SOCIETY AND CULTURE ?  WHY, OR WHY NOT ?  
37.  DOES GOD ALLOW FOR CULTURAL DIFFERENCES IN A LOCAL CHURCH, SO LONG AS THE TRUTHS, PRINCIPLES, AND STANDARDS OF GODLINESS WHICH ARE IN THE BIBLE ARE FOLLOWED ?    
38. MAKE A CHECKLIST OF THINGS YOU WILL HAVE TO DO, AND THINGS YOU WILL NEED IN PREPARATION FOR ESTABLISHING A NEW CHURCH.  
39. ARE THERE ANY POTENTIAL DANGERS IN PUBLIC ADVERTISING ?  IF SO, WHAT ARE THEY ?

40. ARE THERE CULTURAL AND OTHER FACTORS WHICH MAKE IT IMPORTANT TO KNOW THE PEOPLE AND THEIR THINKING WHEN PREACHING TO THEM ?  
41. PART ‘A.’  HOW IMPORTANT IS IT TO LEARN THESE SPECIAL CONDITIONS  BEFORE THE EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS ?  
PART ‘B.’  DOES A KNOWLEDGE OF THESE THINGS MAKE IT EASIER FOR YOU TO PREACH TO THEM ?  
PART ‘C.’  WHY, OR WHY NOT, DOES THIS KNOWLEDGE MAKE IT EASIER ?
42. HOW WOULD YOU GO ABOUT OBTAINING COUNSELORS FOR AN EVANGELISTIC MEETING ?
43. PART ‘A.’  IS IT IMPORTANT TO TRAIN COUNSELORS ?  
PART ‘B.’  WHAT THINGS WOULD YOU INCLUDE IN YOUR TRAINING OF COUNSELORS IN THE CONDITION THAT YOU HAVE ONLY ONE ONE-HOUR SESSION WITH THEM ?

44. CAN YOU COUNT ON EVERY PERSON WHO CLAIMS TO ALREADY BE SAVED TO CONVEY THE GOSPEL ACCURATELY AS A COUNSELOR ?

45. HOW WOULD YOU GO ABOUT TO FIND A SUITABLE PLACE OF TEACHING AND WORSHIP IN AN AREA IN WHICH YOU WERE NOT FAMILIAR ?
46. PART ‘A.’  DOES THE BIBLE GIVE EACH AND EVERY DETAIL ON HOW TO OPERATE A CHURCH ?  
 PART ‘B.’  IF “YES,” WHERE ARE THE BASIC SCRIPTURES LOCATED ?  IF “NO,” WHAT ARE SOME AREAS WHERE THE BIBLE ALLOWS FOR VARIATIONS IN THE OPERATION OF THE LOCAL CHURCH ?
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